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Non tam de rebus humanis bene meretur qui fcientiam bené dicendi 
adfert, quam qui pié atque innocenter docet vivere. LactTanrt, 


After all, the writer who teaches the means of living pioufly and vir- 
tvoufly, does more good to mankind than all the powers of Criticifm. 
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Art. 1. The Hiftory of Hindoftan, its Arts and its Sciences, as 
conne€ted with the Hiftory of the other great Empires of Afia, 
during the maft early Periods of the World. With numerous 
illuftrative Engravings. By the Author of Indian Antiquities. 
Vol. Il. Parts 1. and Il gto. 11. 5s. Gardiner, 
Princes-Street, Cavendifh-Square. 1798. 


NEARLY three years having elapfed fince the publication 
of the former volume of this elaborate work, it may be 
neceffary briefiy to flate the principal fubje&ts difcuffed inthe 
courfe of it, that the conne€tion of the prefent with the pre- 
ceding part may be more diftinétly viewed, and the purport of 
the leading arguments, adopted in both, more clearly compre- 
hended. Some diftinguifhed Sceptics of the French fchool 
having, early in: this fatal revolution of empire and opinions, 
{eized upon the debatable ground of India, as a field judged moft 
proper for the ereclion of their batteries againft Chriftianity ; 
and idly fuppofing, that the romantic accounts 6f its immenfe 
antiquity as an empire, accounts founded on the union of 
altronomy and chronology alike exaggerated, could be fub- 
ftantiated, 
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2 Maurice's Hiftory of Hind:flan. Va. U1. 
ftantiated, Mr. Maurice, under the aufpices of Sir William 
Jones, laudably ftood forth to ceambat thofe champions of 


anarchy and inhdelity. He began. by reviewing the cofmo- 
gony of the Brahmins, and advanced arguments, not alittle im- 
preflive, lO piove ‘that the Brahmin account of the creation 
differed not from the Mofaic, except in «ing accompanied by 
thofe mythologic details, fo ufual in Pogau Atia, which at once 
marked it for a mutilation and c: ruption of the fimple, pure, 
and unaffeled narration of the Hebrew legiflater. He then 
proceeded tu examine the foundation on which they had ere€ted 
the enormous fabric of that chronology, which, fpurning the 

contraéed limits of European com uiation, gave a duration 
of millions of revolving years to our fyliem 5 al:hough nature 
herfelf and the progrcfs of arts and fcences (trongly militate 
again{t any fuch prefainption. In the courfe of that examina- 
tion, he found the vaunting details of Brahmin calculation, te 
be formed on no.more folid. balis than a feries of imaginary 
cycles, through which the heavenly orbs were fuppofed to have 
run from the beginning of time, and the multiplication of 
which into one another, produced the vatt per riods for which 
they contended. ‘To put this beyond all doubt, the author en- 
tered intoa very extended invelligation of the rulesby which thei 
aftronomica! computations were dire@ted, an inveltigation to 
which the authentic publication, in the Afiatic Refearches, of 
the ancient fyftem of Hindoo altronomy, extraGted by Mr. 
Davis from the Surya Siddhbanta, yave its decifive fanétion ; 
while it bore direct teftimony to the truth of the general pofi- 
tions maintained in it. For, if the ancient Indians regulated 
their time by the dark and bright halves ¢f the mean, in other 
words, if a formight were confidered by them asa ‘cycle, no 
wonder can be entertained that their cycles were infinite, and 
their chronology, in confequence, exaggerated in that unlimited 
manner, in which its advocates labour to imprefs it, as the ob- 
jet of ferious belief, on the literati of Europe. 

Having thus cleared the way to the commencement of an 
hiftory deeply tinged, in its carly periods, with the fame ro- 
miantic calt of charaéter, this author proceeded to fhow, that 
the long reigns, attributed by the Brahmins to the ancient 
fovereigns of India, of the Jolar and lunar dynaftiésg as they 
are termed, were merely the revolutions of planets ; the name 
of the conftellated fovereign being equally applied to the man 
and the ord, to which his tranfmigrating foul was, by their bafe 
adulation, fuppofed to be exalted; that the fons of the fun in 
India were exaétly on a par with the fabulous Heliadai of 
Greece ; and that confequently amidft fuch fables, no genuine 
hiftoric documents could be expected, and on them no regulat 

fy item 


“ 
a 





fy ite 
how 
ina 
filen 
late 
ME} 
pref 
exp! 
Thi 
Seri) 
tion: 
to al 
fever 
cont 
ftell: 
bear 
prin 
asa 
pub! 
7 
Ava 
lion, 
tyra 
him! 
ing | 
talor 
with 
and 
jutti 
this | 
the « 
him. 
othe: 
Tri 
for \ 
and t 
teratt 
may 
fay, t 
diate 
pellat 
kind 
ftill, 
cords 
medi; 










































Maurice’s Hiftory of Hindoftan. Vel. I. 3 


fyftem of national chronology could be eftablifhed,’ Involved, 
however, as were the molt ancient periods of the Indian hiftory 
in mythoiogic darknefs, their records, he remarked, were not 
filent in regard to the great event of the deluge, which is re- 
lated to have taken place under a pious monarch named Saty- 
MENU, who, with feven other diftingnithed perfonages, was 
preferved amidft the general defolation in an ark, built by the 
exprefs order of Veefhnu, the preferving power of India. 
This fingular coincidence of the Hindoo and the Mofaic 
Scriptures, led immediately.to the hiftory of the ten incarna- 
tions of Veefhnu; the three firft of which appear decidedly 
to allude to that awful event, exhibiting that power under the 
feveral forms of a fi/b, a boar, and atortorfe. All thofe, Mr. M. 
contends, are aftronomical enigmas, referring to obfolete con- 
ftellations at chat period prominent objects in the fphere, and 
bearing thofe appellations. This is a rapid analyfis of the 
principal fubjeéts difcuffed in the former volume, and will ferve 
as a proper introduction to that which is now prefented to the 
public. 

This volume opens with detailing the events of the fourth 
Avatar; or Veefhnu incarnate, under a form half man and half 
lion, for the purpofe of confounding adefpotic and fanguinary 
tyrant, who had denied the exiftence of aGod, and arrogated to 
himfelf his rites and worthip. The deity is reprefented as rufh- 
ing upon him from a buritingcolumna of marble, and with his 
talons tearing him to pieces in the prefence of thofe who had 
witneffed hisimpieties. As the time, the order of the Avatars, 
and other parallel circumftances, fo remarkably correfpond to 
juftify the fuppofition, Sir William Jones was induced to confider 
this firft Avatar, after the deluge, as a mythological allufion to 
the cataftrophe at Babel; and, on that ground, Mr. M. follows 
him; as he profeffes to doalfo, without deviation, throughall the 
others. “The Avatar itfelf is introduced by fome judicious 
ftrictures on the probable origin of the Hindoos as a nation ; 
for which, but not for the hiftorical detail, we can {pare room. 


“* Ja the prefent infant ftate of our knowledge in refpeét to India, 
and till the treafures, that lie buried in the deep mine of Sanfcreet li- 
terature, fhall be more deep/y explored and made our own, whatever 
may be affirmed concerning the origin of the Hindoos; that is to 
fay, the precife branch of the family of Noah from which they imme- 
diately (seater cannot merit to be diftinguifhed by any higher ap- 
peliation than conje€ture. Even the moft fuccefsful attempts of this 
kind can only be confidered in the light of fortunate gueffes; yet 
itill, if we find the whole country, in the moft ancient Sanfcreet re« 
cords and charts, called by the Scripture-appellation of one of the im- 
mediate defcendants, even the grandfon, of Noah, and the name of 
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ftantiated, Mr. Maurice, under the aufpices of Sir William 
Jones, laudably ftood forth to ceanbat thofe champions of 
anarchy and inhdelity. He began. by reviewing the cofmo- 
gony of the Brahmins, and advanced arguments, not a litle im- 
preflive, to prove that the Brahmin account of the creation 
differed not from the Mofaic, except tn ing accompanied by 
thofe mythologic details, fo Gfual in Pagan Alia, which at once 
marked it for a mutilation and corruption of the fimple, pure, 
and unaffe@ted narration of the Hebrew legiflatcr. He then 
proceeded tu examine the foundation on which they had eredted 
the enormous fabric of that chronology, which, fpurning the 
contraéted limits of European com;uiation, gave a duration 
of millions of revolving years to our fyiiem ; although nature 
herfelf and the progrcfs of arts and feences ftrongly militate 
again{l any fuch prefamption. In the courfe of that examina- 
tion, he found the vaunting details of Brahmin calculation, to 
be formed on no more folid balis than a feries of imaginary 
cycles, through which the heavenly orbs were fuppofed to have 
run from the beginning of time, and the multiplication of 
which into one another, produced the vaft periods for which 
they contended. ‘T’o put this beyond all doubt, the author en- 
tered intoavery extended invelligation of the rules by which thei: 
aftronomica! computations were dire@ted, an inveltigation to 
which the authentic publication, in the Afiatic Refearches, of 
the ancient fyftem of Hindvoo aftronomy, extra@ed by Mr. 
Davis from the Surya Siddhanta, yave its decifive fanétton ; 
while it bore direct ‘eltimony to the truth of the general pofi- 
tions maintained in it. For, if the ancient Indians regulated 
their time by the dark and bright halves of the mean, in other 
words, if a fortnight were confidered by them as a cycle, no 
wonder can be entertained that their cycles were infinite, and 
their chronology, in confequence, exaggerated in that unlimited 
manner, in which its advocates labour to imprefs it, as the ob- 
jet of ferious belief, on the literati of Europe. ; 

Having thus cleared the way to the commencement of an 
hiftory deeply tinged, in its early periods, with the fame ro- 
mantic calt of charaéter, this author proceeded to thow, that 
the long reigns, attributed by the Brahmins to the ancient 
fovereigns of India, of the falar and lunar dynaftiésg as they 
are termed, were merely the revolutions of planets ; the name 
of the conltellated fovereign being equally applied to the man 
and the ord, to which his tranfmigrating foul was, by their bafe 
adulation, fuppofed to be exalted; that the fons of the fun in 
India were exactly on a par with the fabulous Heliadai of 
Greece ; and that confequently amidft fuch fables, no genuine 
hiftoric documents could be expeéted, and on them no regulat 
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{yftem of national chronology could be eftablithed.' Involved, 
however, as were the molt ancient periods of the Indian hiftory 
in mythoiogic darknefs, their records, he remarked, were not 
filent in regard to the great event of the deluge, which is re- 
lated to have taken place under a pious monarch named Saty- 
MENU, who, with feven other diftinguithed perfonages, was 
preferved amidft the general defolation in an ark, built by the 
exprefs order of Veefhnu, the preferving power of India. 
This fingular coincidence of the Hindoo and the Mofaic 
Scriptures, led immediately.to the hiftory of the ten incarna- 
tions of Veefhnu ; the three firft of Which appear decidedly 
to allude to that awful event, exhibiting that power under the 
feveral forms of a fi/h, a boar, and atortotfe. All thofe, Mr. M. 
contends, are aftronomical enigmas, referring to obfolete con- 
ftellations at chat period prominent objets in the fphere, and 
bearing thofe appellations. ‘This is a rapid analylis of the 
principal fubjeéts difcuffed in the former volume, and will ferve 
as a proper introduction to that which is now prefented to the 
public. : 

This volume opens with detailing the events of the fourth 
Avatar; or Veefhnu incarnate, under a form half man and half 
lion, for the purpofe of confounding adefpotic and fanguinary 
tyrant, who had denied the exiftence of aGod,and arrogated to 
himfelf his rites and worfhip. The deity is reprefented as rufh- 
ing upon him from a buritingcolumn of marble, and with his 
talons tearing him to pieces in the prefence of thofe who had 
witnelfed hisimpieties. As the time, the order of the Avatars, 
and other parallel circumftances, fo remaskably correfpond to 
juftify the fuppofition, Sir William Jones was induced to confider 
this firft Avatar, after the deluge, as a mythological allufion to 
the cataftrophe at Babel; and, on that ground, Mr. M. follows 
him; as he profefles to doalfo, without deviation, throughall the 
others. “The Avatar itfelf is introduced by fome judicious 
frri€tures on the ‘probable origin of the Hindoos as a nation ; 
for which, but not for the hiltorical detail, we can {pare room. 


“* Jn the prefent infant ftate of our knowledge in refpeét to India, 
and till the treafures, that lie buried in the deep mine of Sanfcreet li- 
terature, fhall be more deeply explored and made our own, whatever 
may be affirmed concerning the origin of the Hindoos; that is to 
fay, the precife branch of the family of Noah from which they imme- 
diately (shale cannot merit to be diftinguifhed by any higher ap- 
pellation than conje@ture. Even the moft fuccefsful attempts of this 
kind can only be confidered in the light of fortunate gueffes; yet 
itill, af we find the whole country, in the moft ancient Sanfcreet rea 
cords and charts, called by the Scripture-appellation of one of the im- 
mediate defcendants, even the grandfon, of Noah, and the name of 
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_of the regenerated world, Nimrod and Belus. 


4 Maurice's Hiftory of Hindoftan. Vol. Il, 


two others of that primordial family, at this very day, throughout 
that vaft empire, holden in the profoundeft veneration, and confidered 
as demigods, at leaft, in their fyftem of romantic mythology, we have 
the ftrongeft reafon to conclude, that the Hindoos are defcended, in a 
dire& line, from the chief, by whofe name their country, which t 


themfelves denominate Cutha-Dweepa, or the continent of Cush, is § 


diftinguifhed; and that Bali, or Belus, and Rama, the deified heroes 
of their early hiftory, are the identical perfonages recorded in facred 
writ; the former, according to that authentic chronicle, being the 
firft, and che latter the fourth, fon of Cufh. The fuppofition is greatiy 
ftrengthened by the confideration, that Bali and Rama confer their 
refpective names on two of the moft diftinguifhed Avatars. To the 
confideration of thofe Avatars we fhall now return, and the very firf 
that occurs, in its leading feature, bears fuch an immediate affinity to 
a ftupendous event recorded in the Mofaic hiftory, the deftruction of 
an impious menarch, and the overthrow of an ambitious project to 
brave the power and vengeance of heaven, as fcarcely. to leave a 
doubt, in the ferious and reflecting mind, of its direét allufion to the 
Nimrod of Scripture, that mighty and iniquitous hunter of men and 
beafts, the founder of the great empire of Babylon, the firft perverter 
of the patriarchal religion, by introducing among its pure rites the 

rofs errors of the Sabian idolatry. A column burfting thunder, and 
hs deity iffuing from it under a terrific form, breathing flames to de- 
vour a blafpheming monarch, are events that have too great a fimili- 
tude to the frantic attempt and fatal cataftrophe at Babel to permit us 
to hefitate at the application of this Indian fable. But, when we take 
into confideration all the conne€ting circumftances; that the names of 
the principal br... ches of the tyrant’s family are equally to be found 
in the dynafties of India and Babylon; that Nimrod, or, to give him 
his ufval name in profane hiftory, the elder Belus, was the father of 
aftronomy after the flood, and is fuppofed to have built the Tower of 
Babel partly for aftronomical purpofes ; P obability, it muft be owned, 
approaches very near upon certainty.” P. 14. 

The tyrant of the fifth Avatar is Barr, fynonymous with 
the fcripture Baal and Bel; and both: the name and the events 
defcribed in it, appear to corroborate the hypothefis adopted by 
the learned Prefident of the Afiatic Society, that under thefe 
two characters are reprefented the two firft defpotic fovereign 
The diftin- 

uifhed feature in the character of the preceding Avatar, was 
impiety towards God ; that of the prefent is arrogance towards 
man, mingled with contempt of divine rites; both receive the 
exemplary punifhment of their crimes ; the firft by a terribl 
death, the fecond by a public degradation from his abufed power, 
through the means of an iolienificant agent, Bamun, the 


dwarf ; or Veethnu concealed under that contemptible fora 
Very few of thete Avatars will, from their great length and th 
mixture of extraneous matter” neceflary to their explanatior 
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allow of being wholly prefented to the reader ; but we fhall ' 
extraét. the author’s relation of the Bamun incarnation, be- 

caufe it is lefs liable than the others to that objeCtion ; referring 

our readers to the volume itfelf, for thofe ufeful obfervations 
with which the author conftantly prefaces and concludes each 

of thefe moral allegories. 


« The Bamun Avatar exhibits to us the inftru@ive leffon of im- 
perial pride and arrogance humbled by fo infignificant an inftrument 
as amendicant dwarf. Mahali, or Maha-Bali, that is, the great Bali, 
had, by the ufual means (fevere aufterities,) obtained from Brahma 
the fovereignty of the univerfe, or the three regions of the fky, the 
earth, and Patala. He was a generous and magnificent monarch ; he 
did not opprefs his fubjects, nor was he guilty of any other great 
crimes. His ruling paffion feems to have been an unwarrantable 
pride, that led him to look down on all created beings with fupreme 
contempt; at the fame time, he neglected to pay proper homage, and 
render their due oblations to the Devatas. In fhorr, in the fkies he 
would acknowledge no fuperior; on the earth, he would allow of no 
equal; and he boafted, that, by the unlimited extent of his power, he 
ceuld control even the infernal regions, and precipitate his enemies to 
the abyfs of hell. The Devatas, or at leaft their priefts for them, 
were dreadfully incenfed at being deprived of their rights, the honey, 
the clarified butter, the delicious fruits, and other rich offerings, that 
ufed to load their altars; and, in confequence, the former applied to 
Veefhnu, through the mediation of Hrahma, for redrefs. As the 
principal crime laid to bis charge was the defrauding of thofe Devatas, 
exact retribution was refolved on in heaven, and he was doomed to bé 
deprived of his crown, alfo, by a f{pecies of harmlefs fraud, which, it 
feems, the Indian deity did not think it beneath him to practife on 
this occafion. Veefhnu, defcending for this purpofe, became incar- 
nate in the houfeof a Brahmin, venerable for years and piety, and, af- 
fuming the contemptible form of a dwarf, ill appareled, and apparently 
deftitute of all human pofleffions, prefented himfeif in a fupplicating 
pofture before the arrogant monarch, juft at the period in which he 
had been difplaying his accuftomed pomp at a banquet of unbounded 
magnificence ; but at which he had again infulted heaven by not of- 

fering the ufual athe tothe minifters of the fovereign deity who be- 
ftows all things. Bali, admiring the fingularity of his figure, and 
fmiling at his deformity, but at the fame time compaffionating his 
diftrefs, bade him afk whatfoever he defired, and his requeft fhould be 
granted. Bamun, with refpeétful diffidence, folicited only a finall 
{pot of ground, three paces in length, for the purpofe of erecting upon 
it a hut {ufhciently large to contain himfelf, his books, his umbrella, 
and the drinking-cup and ftaff, which the Brahmins ufually carry 
with them. Bali, aftonifhed at the modefty of his reguelt, advifed 
him by no means to limit his demand within fuch narrow bounds; 
told him that all the kingdoms of the world were at his difpofal, and 
that he need not be afraid of intruding upon his generofity, even 
though he fhould requeit ground fufficient for the ereétion of a large 
palace. ‘* A Brahmin,” replied the artiul deity, ‘* lias no dccafion 
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for a fplendid palace : his real wants are few, and by them his defires 
fhould be regulated, Only fwear that you will grant me this humble 
requeft, and my utmott ambition is gratified.” Bali, being about to 
confirm his pramife t. the miftruftful Brahmin by the ufual ceremony 
of an oath in Hindoftan, the pouring out of water from a veflel upon 
the hand of the perfon to whom it is given, (according to the repre- 
fentation in the accompanying plate,) was interrupted by the planet 
Venus, a male deity in Indio, who whifpered him, that the apparently 
milerable mendicant before him was Veefhnu in difguife, and exhorted 
him to be cautious to what he pledged his folemn oath. The high- 
minded monarch, however, difdaining to deviate from his word, con- 
firmed his promife with the required oath; and, bidding him ftretch 
forth his hand, poured out upon it the facied wave that ratified it. 
As the water, in a full ftream, defeended upon his extended hand, the 
form of Bamun gradually increafed in magnitude, till it became of 
fach enormous dimeofions that it reachéd ap to heaven. Then, with 
one ftride he meafured the vaft globe of the earth; with the fecond, 
the ¢mple expanfe of heaven; and, with the third, was going to com- 

fs the regions of Patala; when Bali, convinced that it was even 

eefhnu bimfelf, fell prottrate and adored him; yielding him up, 
withour any farther exertion, the free poffefiion of the third region of 
the univerfe. ‘VVeefhnu then took the reins of government into his 
own hands ; and, as an order of things, different trom what prevailed 
in the Satya, was to commence with the Treta Yug, he new-modelled 
human fociety : for, whereas in the former, or perfect, age, all pro- 
perty was equally diitributed among the members of each of the great 
tribes, and in thofe ‘ribes there was no difparity of rank or degree, he 
divided them into various fubordinate clafies, according to their talents 
and virtues, in an aye, in which it is the belief of the Brahmins, that 
one third part of mankind became reprobate-——I\n this Avatar, a Cits 
cumftance, evidently aliufive to Maha-Bali’s character as an aftrono- 
mer, and to the conttellation Orion, in which his father, and poffibly 
himfelf, was canonized, ought not to be omitted. While Veefhnu 
was extending his foot to take in the heavenly portien of his domain, 
and while Maha. Bali, at length convinced who was the avgatt perfon 
that had defrauded him of his empire, remained proftrate in humble 
adoration, the god Brahma came, and, pouring water on the foot thus 
extended, it was inttantly converied mto the great and rapid river 
Ganges; which, in their mythology and on their fphere, is actually 
repreiented as gufhing from the foot of Veefhnu. Now I would with 
to alk any of thofe critics, who are f loud in accufing me of fyftem, 
for exalting the Hindoo aftronomers as the original fabricators of the 
{fphere, and tteting the Greeks to be their fervile copyifts, by what 
chance comes it to pafs, that the Greek afterifm Eridanus, on their 
fphere, is alfo made to, flow from the left foor of Orion ? Surely to 
the elder nation, in time and fcience, is due the credit of the inven- 
tion; and, when we find the faét ‘as it is found, defcribed in cheir 
eldeit Poorauns, and forming a part of the hiitory of the Avatars, 
fculptured in the pagodas mott venerated for their fanétity and anti- 
quity, even incredulity itfelf can fcarcely deny to the Brahmins the 
honour claimed for them in this, as well as in many other very curious 
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and Mriking particulars, With refpe€t to Maha-Bali himfelf, becaufe 
he had not oppreffed his fubjects, though he had defpifed the Gods, 
his crown was not wholly taken from him, but he was left for the re- 
mainder of his life in the pofleflion of Patala, the inferior regiuns ; 
and, as Patala was fuppoled to be on the fouth, becaufe direétly op- 
pofite tc the north pole, where the Hindoo heaven and the palace of 
Veethnu is placed, this circumflance niay imply his depofition and ba- 
nifhment from Cafhmere and the higher regions of Hindoftan to the 
emote fouthern dittridts of the peniniula, where, in fact, we fhall pre- 
fently find ample remains both of his name and his exploits, After 
his deceafe, fince his repentance was deep and fincere, Veefhau in- 
formed him that he fhonld be received up into heaven, and be placed 
there in a confpicuous and elevated fituation, from which he might 
occafionally overlook thofe former fubjects who had been fo much the 
objects of his regal care. Maha-Balt, having, alfo, difcovered confide- 
rable concern left certain annual inftitutions, greatly to their advantage, 
which he had in the plenitude of his power ordained, fhould not be 
properly Kept up, to quict his apprehenfions on that fcore, the deity 
farther decreed, that he frould have permiffion once a year, on the full 
moon ia the month of November, to vevifit earth, and fee in perfon that 
they were faithfully obferved.” P. 83. 

This is afterwards attempted to be explained by a reference 
to allronomy ; for the author, after alleriing, from Sonnerat, 
that a feait to Veefhnu, as the conqueror of Bali, is at .this 
day celebrated in India, in November, adds : 


«¢ The reafon of this featt being kept in India in November arofe, 
probably, becaufe Orion, fetting cofmically in that month, was thought 
by the ancient aftronomers to engender ftorms and tempefts; whence 
that conftellation is called, by the Roman poets, Nimbofus, Sevus, 
Infeflus ; and the obfervance of his inftitution at that particular period 
might be intended to foften the malignity, and avert the vengeance of 
she genius of that orb.” P, go. 


The fixth and feventh Avatars exhibit to us Veefhnu in- 
carnate, in the form of two puiffant warriors of the name of 
Rama; whom Mr. Maurice confiders as two different repre- 
fentations of that amightv fon of Cuth; who, in Afia, feems to 
have been the frit tounder of empires, and civilizer of bar- 
barous nations. In the ficlt of thef Avatars, the divine Rama 
exterminates, for their accumulated criines, the whole race of 
Khet:ris, or Rajahs, and gives their dominion to the more vir- 
tuous tribe of Brahma, In the feeond, ‘he is reorelented as 
refcuing beauty and innocence, in the perfon of his wife. Sita, 
trom the gralp of a favage tyrant, whe hed carried her by force 
away 4 and reclaiming tO difcipling ; and uniting im focial bands, 
the wild inhabitants of the Grauts, who, in the ay thology of 
India, are denominated apes, Uat is, Mountain Satyrss becaufe 
imitating, in their fylvan manners and antic geitures, the race 
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of animals alluded to, who abound. in the forefts of Southern 
India. From various refembling circumftances in their refpec- 
tive charaéters, Sir William Jones was inclined to think Rama 
the prototype of the Dionyfius of Egypt; and this Avatar is theree 
fore made introdu€tory, by Mr. ania, to the fecend general 
divifion of his volume, which comprchends the hiftory of the 
ancient invafions of India, as given by claffical writers, As 
many of thofe narrations, to be found in Herodotus, Diodorus 
Siculus, and other Greek hillorians, are of a very romantic 
nature, he prefaces this portion of his work bythe followe 
ing obfervations ; anticipating the objections that may be made 
for the infertion of them, and yrounding his apology on the 
very nature of his hiftory, which refers to thafe dutant pe- 
riods, in which no event whatever is whelly untinétured with 
fable, or free from the marvellous. 


** ‘Thus have we reached the clofe of the fixth Indian Avatar, in 
which we find India defcribed as a country poffeffed by a civilized in- 
duftrious race, obedient to their princes, and, whatever may have been 
the conduct of thofe princes themfelves, pious and moral, in d very 
early age after the deluge, Having now devoted fo large a portion 
to Sanfcreet narration, blended as it is with phy fical and metaphyfical 
chimeras, it is but juft, as we have already gone through more than 
half of the Avatars, that we fhould attend to the ancient accounts, 
which, from the writers whom we denominate CLASSICAL, have de- 
fcended down to pofterity, relative to the infant flate of that empire, 
and the invafion of it by Dionyfius and other conquerors. In thefe, 
though there may be nearly as much fable as in sha domaiiic narrative, 
I fhall yet faithfully detail them, and in the order they are reported to 
have taken place, as | confider nyfelf bound to omit nothing of im- 
portance connected with the ancient hiftory of India.” P. 101. 


Mr. M. now enters, at confiderable length, into the ancient 
mythological details concerning thofe renowned heroes, whofe 
exploits engrofs fo large a portion of the ancient hiftoric page, 
He minutely confiders the perted at which they are faid to have 
flourithed, and the aé?s attributed to them, referring them all to 
exaggerated accounts of the efforts of the firft branches of the 
family of Noah to colonize the earth, and clear its furface of 
the monfters of every {pecies that had overrun it. Thus, for 
inftance, fpeaking of Hercules, after a general furvey of the 
prodigies performed by him on land, as well as at fea, the au- 
thor concludes the Affyrian Belus to be allegorically reprefented 
under the character of the firft who bore that name. 


** Equally gigantic in ftrength and form, the dauntlefs explorer of 
land and fea, who cleared the forcfls and drained the marthes of the 
rugged earth after the incurfions of the inundation, who tamed the 
favage Nemzan monfiers, combated the venemous Lernzan ferpents, and 
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chafed away the dreadful Stymphalides that infefted the air itfelf; the 
fame Belus (that is, the Bydos aw’ EvOpnrao) mentioned by Nonnas, 
whofe colonies, travelling to the remoteft regions of the earth, 
extended through every country, even to the extremity of Britain it- 
felf, the renown of the Belidz and Heraclidz.” 


This is doubtlefs the true mode of interpreting thefe fables of 
remote antiquity, and though they have not been thus firft in- 
terpreted by Mr. M., yet a great deal of new matter will be found 
colle@ed under the account ot thefe refpeCtive heroes af Grecian 
fong, and a {trong light is reflected upon them from the ancient 
annals ef India, as reported from the Puranas by Mr. Wilford, 
where they feem to have been known under names and charac- 
ters nearly correfponding; that /ndia, of which the claflical 
page affirms them to have been, in the remotett periuds, the 
fucceflive conquerors. This circumftance could alone juftify 
the author in fo extended an invelligation; and when we read 
in the tranflated Puranas of a Diva Nanusaa, or, as Mr, 
Wilford fometimes writes the word, Deo Nausn, and an 
Hexcu., or race of Hert, (a name of Veefhnu) acting in 
India the fame part as Dionyfius and Hercules are faid to, have 
acted_in Egypt and Greece, we admit the propriety of the 
refearch, and are greatly inclined to affent to the decifion that 
afligns them to an Indian origin, This portion of the volume, 
which engroffes more than one hundred pages of it, will be 
found moft interefting to the general fcholar, who perhaps may 
turn with difguft from the puerilities of an Indian Purana. 
The hiftorical part is written with the author's ufual vivacity 
and vigour of f{tyle, of which we prefent the account of, the 


“invalion of India by Dionytius, or Bacchus, according t0 the 


Greeks, as a fpecimen; refgrving to another article our account 
of the other irruptions, and the remaining Avatars. 


** The vanity of the Egyptians and Greeks, in transferring to their 
own deified heroes: whatever they had learned by tradition, or heard 
from report, concerning the illuftrious exploits, in war or peace, of 
eminent men in the neighbouring kingdoms, is the fruitful fource of 
nearly all the difficulties that attend the inveftigation of ancient 
charatters, celebrated in the page of hiftory. That a very ftrict ine’ 
tercourfe, commencing even in tie earlieft poft-diluvian zras, exifted 
between the Indians and Egyptians, has been indifputably proved; 
and as the Egyptians multiplied their theological fables by ingrafting 
upon them thofe of the Indians, fo there is ample evidence to demon- 
itrate, that the greateft part, if not the whole, of the Grecian deities 
derived their origin from Egypt. ‘To fach a height, indeed, had their 
fondnefs for Egyptian ceremonies and cuftoms arifen at Athens, that 
one of their molt celebrated comedians upbraided the Athenians, that 
their city was no longer Athens, but Egypt. 

‘* Without entering, at prefent, into any minute difcuffions, whe. 
ther the Indian and Egyptian, and, confequently, the Grecian Bacchus, 
were 
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were really the fame perfon, a circumftance, however, extremely pro- 
bable from the foregoing, and a variety of other collateral evidence 
which will be hereafter adduced, it is my province to record, in this 
place, the particu'ars that have defeended down to us from the ancient 
writers, whom we diftinguifh ky the name of claffical, relative to this 
fir memorable invafion of India by Ofiris,: under the more general 
name of Diouvfius, or Bacchus ; an invafion, which has, through fuc- 
ceflive aves, been equally the theme of the enraptured poet and the 
grave, but credulous hiftorian, It is from Herodotus, Diodorus 5i- 
culus, and Strabo, who were al] three in Egypt, and derived their in- 
formation from the priefts of the country, as well as from Plutarch, 
who, however, it fhould be added, explains away the whole in an al- 
Jegory, that the following general account of this extraordinary per- 
fon, and this memorable event, is principally extracted. Ofiris, whom, 
as before obferved, all the writers of antiquity confider as the original 
Dionyfius, and a real character, notwithftanding the fufpicion that 
ariles from a title ignifying THe sun, this Ofiris, acknowledged to 
have flouri!! ed in periods long before Greece emerged from barbarity, 
is recorded to have been the fon of Saturn, Time, and Rhea, tke 
FARTH ; while Nonnus, in his Dionyfiacs, relates that he was nurfed 
by tHe Hours: all which is evidently an allegorical genealogy ; 
and, when intended to be applied to a human being, can only be true 
of the firft poft-diluvian mortal, ‘The ftory of his being nourifhed in 
the meros,or sErgh, of Jupiter, and educated at Nyfa, in Arabia, pro- 
perly belongs to the Grecian Bacchus, and, we fhall prefently fee, was 
founded on their mifconception of a Hindoo legend, and their mif- 
taking that mountain for Nyfa in India.—-When arrived at an age to 
take upon himlelf the cares of empire, he became at once the firft and 
greateft monarch of Egypt; and, after having reclaimed his own fub- 
yes from the flate of ignorance and barbarity in which they were 
immerfed ; after having taught them the method of cultivating the 
ground, and ditfufed among them the bleflings of the harveft and the 
vintage; after having collected them into cities, made them acquaint- 
ed with the arts of focial life, and enforced upon them the worfhip of 
the gods, to whofe honour he ere€ted many magnificent temples: after 
all thefe beneficent acts at home, this father and fovercign of his peo- 
ple, this munificent friend of the human race, left his recently-erected 
capital of ‘Thebes, and the nation he had thus reformed, to extend his 
empire over the other kingdoms of the eaft, and confer on foreign na- 
tions the ineftimable benefits he had deftowed upon the Egyptians. 
Fe was accompanied in this expedition not only by heroes of high mi- 
litary fame, as Anubis and Macedo, his mail-clad fons, but by men 
renowned in the paths of inventive fcience, as Apollo and Pan; by 
Triptolemus, killed in hufbandry, and Maro, the planter of vines. 
Nor was he deftitute of thofe who were {killed in the dance and the 
fong ; for, the nine Mufese are faid contftantly to have attended him in his 
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* In many of the ancient relievos, Bacchus is drawn attended by 
the whole choir of the Mufes; and, in honour of him, the name of 
Ny fa was given to ope of the two fummits of Parnaflus. ; 
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progrefs, and the wanton fawns, and the jocund fatyrs, {ported in his 


train. 

«< To a conqueror, approaching with fuch benevolent intentions, 
attended with fuch powerful, as well as agreeable affociates, with force 
to compel, with mufic to foothe, and with oracls of wifdom and 
fcience \o inftruét, what nation could Jong refufe fubmiffion ? Havin 
paffed through Athiopia and Arabia, which he is faid to have fubje@ 
and improved by a variety of ufeful inftitutions and ftapendous works 
in architecture; particywarly, in the former kingdom, having raifed 
watt dykes to confine the Nile, whofe overflowings had defoluted the 
country, within its proper bed ; Ofiris haftened to that nobler theatre of 
his glory, the Inaian empire. According to the above mentioned 
authors, he found the Indians wandering among their mountains and 
plains in the fimplicity of paftoral life, and the innocence of prime- 
val man; unacquainted with the principles of agriculture, and 
ftrangers, if not to the ufe of arms, to the principles ot regulated war. 
The forces of Dionyfius entered India, from the Perfian frontier, in a 
magnificent proceffion ; and all sie pomp and {plendour becoming the 
monarch of a great and civilized empire were difplayed upon this oc- 
cafion, He did not, however, enter it entirely unoppofed, Aowever 
ineffeGually, by the jealous inhabitants. An immenfe multitude, 
armed with fuch weapons of defence as either accident fupplied or in- 
fani icience could fabricate, tumultuoufly flocked together from all 
the dittant diftri€ts of India to oppofe the progrefs of the invading 
army ; nor could the benefits, likely to be obtained by emancipation 
from barbarity, in their opinion, atone for the irreparable lofs of their 
liberties, 

‘© Already exalted into a divinity by the proftrate adoration of thofe 
who beheld the wonderful effects of power, united with clemency and 
wifdom, foothed by the flattering appellation of deity, and convinced 
perhaps of the nece‘fity of continuing the delufion for the more rapid 
advancement of his projects, Dionyfius retained among the attendants 
of his court a certain number ot female devotees, who atted as prieft- 
effes to the new- made god, and who, by their frantic outcries and exe 
travagant gefticulations, exhibited the appearance of divine infpira- 
tion. Thefe, uncer the impulferof a holy phrenfy, rufhed farioully up 
and down the mountains, and made the forefts refound with reiterated 
acclamations of ** Jo Bacche, Jo Triumphe!”” Each of thefe, as well 
as the foldiers of his army, were furnifhed with a shirfus, that is, a 
kind of lance or fpear wrapped up in vine-leaves, to amufe the un- 
practifed Indians, and induce them to believe that no hoftilities were 
intended. When therefore the rude, but innumerable hott, aflembled 
to defend all that was dear to them, prepared for the affault. and had 
arranged their elephants in order of battle, theie furious Bacchz, cons 
fiderably increafed in their numbers by others who joined with them 
in that difguife, and who affected ‘he fame terrific appearance, flew in 
a tranfport of wild enthafiafm among the affrighted Indians; and, 
brandifhing on high their cthirfi, and loudly finiting the facred cym- 
bals of their god, {pread difmay and havoc wherever they came. 

Their horrid fhrieks and hideous yellings at the fa oe time fo terrified 
the elephants, that they fled in hafle and confufion from the field, 
leaving 
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leaving the Indians, who had placed upon thofe elephants their prin- 
cipal dependence, in a confternation not to be conceived. A vigorous 
attack upon their broken ranks from the difciplined legions of Diony- 
fius foon ended the unequal conteft, and left him in poffeffion of 
glory of being the firit foreign victor on the plains of India. 

** We have no particulars of the route through India which the 
eongueror purfued ; but, as we are informed he ftayed three years in 
the country, (from which circumftance the feaft of Bacchus continued 
among the Thebans during the {pace of three days,) fubjugating it by 
his arms, and improving it by his wifdom, it may reafonably be fup- 
pofed, that his authority was abfolute, and his dominion extenfive, if 
not univerfal, In all the countries which Ofiris fubdued, he is faid to 
have left monuments of his triumphs, and to have erected pillars de- 
{criptive of his victories, even at the fources of the Ganges, which 
fome of his hiftorians affert him to have reached, while others of thein 

*iofift, that he pufhed on his conquefts quite to the eaftern extremities 
$ Afia, and was only ftopped in his career by the bounding ocean.” 
2 1276 

Throughout this volume, or rather two parts of a volume, 

there prevails a more corre&t and lefs redundant ftyle, than in the 
former ; the volume is well printed, and the engravings, which 
are fix in number, are well executed, though the fubje&ts muft 
appear fingularly grotefque to an European eye ; but this con- 
flitutes its meaneft praife: there rans through the whole of it 
an anxious, and, in general, a fuccefsful effort to make the-in- 
formation contained in its varied page, fubfervient to the beft 
interefts of mankind, by corroborating, in all the leading points, 
the important fa€ts detailed to us in thofe facred books, which 
contain the do&rines of national faith ; and, to the confidera- 
tion of fome ftriking paflages of this kind, we thall principally 
devote our concluding article on this volume. In the mean 
time, we commend the perfevering zeal of the author, and 
heartily with him that fpeedy reward for his labours, which, 
without retarding his diligence, may place him in a ftate of 
honourable independence, fo neceilary to the completion of 
great literary undertakings. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Art. II. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Discefe of 
Landaff, in ‘June, 1798. By R. Watfon, D. D. F.R.S. 
Bifbop of Landaff. 8vo. 34 pp. ts. Faulder. 1798. 

UR account of this able prelate’s Addrefs to the People of 
Great Britain, to which the prefent Charge is a kind of 
fupplement, will be found in our eleventh volume, p. 200. 

Various 











The Bifoop of Landaff’s Charge. $8 


Various confiderations have induced us to give a more extended 
account of this publication than of that, and this intention 
was announced in our laft number, p. 675. 

In the prefent confidence, refulting from events tranfcen- 
dently great and glorious, our readers muft not forget, that the 
month of June, 1798, when this Charge was pronounced, was 
a period of public alarm; both on account of a threatened 
invafion, and other formidable appearances. Bifhop Watfon 
therefore fitly opens his Charge, by adverting to the evident duty 
of men in public {tations at fuch moments, to ftand forward 
and encourage others. 


«« As in private life,” he fays, ‘* the appearance and confolation of 
friends infpire men with fortitude to fuftain their misfortunes; fo,'in 
ublic- difficulties, the zeal and attention of men in public ftations have 
requently a beneficial tendency, to expel the demon of defpondency 
from the minds of the timid, and to animate all ranks to a fuitable 
exertion of their wifdom, their courage, and their patriotifm.” “ 


Such muft undoubtedly have been, in no fimall degree, the 
effe& of this prelate’s appearance among his clergy, and»of 
the Charge which he delivered to them. 

From this opening the Bifhop proceeds, not quite with equal 
judgment (like thofe who actufe themfelves into all the cardinal 
virtues) by confeffing humbly, that ‘' bowever unfa/bienadle they 
may have become,” his political principles are thofe on which the 
Revolution was founded. _ There is a grofs miftake in this fen- 
tence ; which, with all due deference to the character and i- 
tuation of the fpeaker, wegwill undertake to explain. So far 
are the principles of the Revolution from being unfathion- 
able, at this moment, that we conceive them to be almoit upi- 
verfal. But the learned prelate mult be aware that a very bafe 
and pernicious ufe has been attempted to be made of that event, 
by Dr. Price and his followers ; founded on a total mifrepre- 
fentation of its principles. According to thefe teachers, the 
Revolution eftablifhed a right in the people to examine their 
governors, not excepting the fovereign, ‘* and to ca/bier them” 
(fuch was the expreffion) for mifcondu@. Thefe do@rines 
they have pleafed to ftyle Revolution principles, and thefe indeed 
are moft unfathionable. They are fo, for the beft imaginable 
teafon. Becaufe it has been demonftrated repeatedly, in the 
cleareft and moft convincing manner, that no fuch principles 
were held or intended to be eftablifhed at the Revolution ; and 
that, on the contrary, the utmoft care and diligence were ufed 
by the condutors of that great event, to preclude and prevent 
any fuch application, of a peculiar and excepted cafe of ne- 
ceflity. Thole do&zines, therefore, which are only to be called 
Revolution 
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14 The Bifbop of Landaff’s Charge. 


Revolution principles, from their tendency to bring on perpetual 
revolutions, have become, from being explained and expofed, 
completely unfafhionable ; but they undoubtedly are not what 
the learned Bythop holds ; nor are they deducible, as far as we 
recolle&, from any of his writings ; certainly not from his late 
publications, ‘ 

Having thus adverted to one obje&tion which ftruck us too 
forcibly to be pafled over, we will proceed to the other parts of 
the Charge, which we cordially approve and admire. Nothing 
can be more truly and excellently ftated, than the grounds of 
our prefent political feelings. 

«¢ For the Queftion is not now, as it has vfually been, whether this 
or that man fhal!l be the Minifler of the Crown; but whether we 
fhall have a Government to he adminiftered -—Not, whether the Mi- 
nifters or their opponents are the wifeft and moft difinterefted Statef- 
men; but whether both parties are not infinitely wifer, and more 
difinterefted, and fitter to ferve the country, than the felf-ere&ted Com- 
mittee of England, affociated with a French Directory ?—The Quef- 
tiun is not now, as it was in the Rebellions of fifteen and forty-five. 
whether we fhall have a Monarch of the Houfe of Brunfwick, or of 
the Houfe of Stuart ; but whether we fhall have anv Monarch at all ? 
— The pers is not now, as it was in the great Rebellion, whether 
the Church of England thall be governed by Prefbyters, or by Bifhops ; 
but whether we fhall any longer have a Church of any kind ?—If, at 
fuch atime, l trouble you with a few refleétions, political as well as 
religious, I truft that I am acting in a manner perfe€ly agreeable to 
the nature of my connection with you, and in no degree repugnant 
to your inclination.” P, 3. 


The Bifhop then clafles the opinions of men refpe@ing the 
Brisiih conflitution under three heads, of which the two ex- 
tremes are, that of thinkingall perfeQ; and that of expeéting no 
melioration but froma republic, The middle opinion, which 
appears to approach the neareft to that of Bthop W. is that 
which looks for amendment from a Reform of Parliament. 
On this fubjecét, however, he is clear in two things; in the firft 

lace, that it fhould not be attempted at the prefent moment ; 
in the fecond, that if done at all, it can only be effeted pro- 

erly by the calm and uninfluenced deliberation of the eftablithed 
Lpiflature of the kingdom. To this, at a proper time, there 
might be no great objection, except from the danger of agi- 
tating fuch a queftion at all; and in confideration of the op- 
portunity it would give to thole evil-minded men who never 
reft, of leading the turbulent, and leaft-informed part of the na» 
tion, into fermentation and undue interference. Let us fee, 
however, the learned prelate’s own words. 
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« Both the firft and the laft of thefe opinions are quite oppofite to 
my fentiments. I think the conftitution, with all its real or imaginary 
defetis, to be greatly preferable to any amy that ever was efablifbed, 
either in ancient or modern times ; and | think, notwithftanding this ac- 
knowledged preference, that fome things might be altered for the bet- 
ter, both in church and ftare. But though I neither think thecoafti. 
tution fo excellent that it cannot be amended, nor fo vitiated that it 
ought to be changed into a Republic, yet I do not fo far adopt the fe- 
cond opinion, as to efteem it liable to no difficulty in the execution, 
I at leaft muft be allowed to profefs for myfelf, that I have not yet feen 
any plan of Parliamentary Reform produced either by the Minifter, 
or by his opponents, which, in my humble judgment, went to the root 
of the malady ; and, unlefs the reform reaches the root of the evil, the 
difeafe will be mote tolerable than the remedy. I have converfed 
with many perfons, both in and out of Parliament, who were zealous 
in their different ways of thinking, and {tiff enough in opinion, but 
who had no clear ideas, on the fubyeét of Parliamentary Reform : they 
confounded two things effentially diftinct from each orher—The ree 
form of the reprefentation is one thing; the reform of Parliament is 
another—between thefe there may be an accidental, but there is no ne- 
ceflary, connection, ‘Thodgh theright of fuffrage fhoutd be granted, 
not merely to afew Denizens, as was done at Athens, Sparta,and Rome, 
to the exclufion of nineteen twentieths of the whole inhabitants; not 
merely to about three fourths of the whole people, as is now done in 
in America; but though this right fhould be made univerfal, and the 
eleCtive franchife fhould be extended as far as the wildeit imagination 
can defire, and much farther than any political experience.can juftify, 
yet the perfons elected would {ill be liable to corruption. On the 
other hand, if the number of ele¢tors were ten times as {mall as. itis at 
am yet might the perfons cleCted become, from an high feafe of 

onourable reputation, and public duty, fuperior to corruption. . No- 

thing is wanted but a Parliament, in which every individual would de- 
cide on the ¢oncerns of the nation with as uch impartiality and. in- 
formation, as a juror decides in a Court of Juftice, on the concerns 
of his neighbour ; and this impartiality, this integrity of judgment, 
has a clofer connexion with other principles, as its caufe, than with a 
reform in the reprefentation. And of all the caufes conducive to this 
end, whieh might be mentioned, I know of none more operative, than 
a conviction, that public conduct is not a matter of party, bur of 
duty : religious principles, when properly improved, can alone refit 
more powerfully than they feem to do at prefent, or than they have 
ever done, in our own or in other countries, the attacks of individual 
avarice and ambition. 

«© But, though a better plan of Parliamentary Reform could be 
brought forward than any which I have hitherto heard of, yet muft I 
be of opinion, that no plan ought to be attempted, or adopted, in the 
ag crifis of the fate of ithe nation. When the contagion of 

‘rench principles fhall have been corrected by an experience of the 

mifchiet attending them; when the audacity of French ambition 
fhall have been checked by the courage of this country; when peace 
fhall be reftored, and Europe thall be tranquillized; then, perhaps, 
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6 The Bifoop of Landaff’s Charge. 


but pone not till then, ought the queftion of Reform to be agitated 
by the legiflature of the kingdom, I fay by the legiflature of the 
kingdom,—for, whenever it fhall be difeuffed, I hope it will be weigh- 
ed with impartial and comprehenfive wifdom, by. thofe who are ca- 
pable of difcerning its utility or inexpediency, and not decided by 
clamorous meetings of ill-informed or ill-defigning men.” P. ¢. 

Some excellent remarks now follow, on the proper nature of 
popular inftructions at this period, and on the doétrines of 
equality. The Bithop then adverts to the fuppofition of a 
French invation, refpeting which the following paffage is 
highly valuable. 

«« Arethe French coming hither to enrich the nation? Will they pay 
attention to the poor of this country, when they have fo many thou- 
fands of infinitely poorer perfons in their own? Will they reward 
their feditious adherents amongft us?—Yes, they will reward them, as 
all hiftory informs us fuch traitors have been rewarded—they will re- 
ward them with contempt, pillage, beggary, flavery, and death. The 
nation will be ruined by exorbitant impofitions,—our naval power will 
be deftroyed,—our commerce transferred to France,—our lands will be 
divided (not amongtt thofe who wickedly covet their neighbours’ goods), 
but amongft French foldiers, who will be every where ftationed, as the 
Roman foldiers were of old, to awe the people, and collect the taxes, 
—the flower of our youth will be compelled to ferve in foreign coun. 
tries, to promote the wicked projects of French ambition,—-Great Bri. 
tain will be made an appendage to continental defpotifm. 

** I would fay to the moft violent democrat in the kingdom,—Sup- 

¢ the bufinefs done : after feas of blood have been fhed, millions 
of lives loft, towns plundered, viliages burned, the royal family exter- 
minated, and unutterable calamity has been endured by perfons of ail 
ranks ;—after all this has been done, what advantages will you have 
obtained beyond what you now poffefs? Will your property be better 
proteéted? Will your perfonal liberty be more refpected? Will our code 
of jurifpradence be improved ? Will our laws be more impartially ad- 
miniftered ? Quite the contrary of all this now takes place in France. 
I do not fay that when things are fettled there, the prefent wretched 
condition of its inhabitants will be continued, and | hope it will not ; 
but Iam fincerely of opinion that few of us will live to fee fuch a fyf- 
tem eftablifhed in France, as wil] procure to its inhabitants half the 
bleffings, which our anceftors have enjoyed, which we do enjoy, and 
which it is our intereft to take care that our polterity fhall enjoy, un- 
der the conftitution of Great Britain.” P. 18. 


Some other important topics are ably touched in thisCharge, 
but thefe are of the greate{t moment ; and we feel that we are 
doing an effential fervice to our country, by giving them, as far 
as we may be able, a fuller celebrity and more extended circu- 
lation. We are convinced that we have not dwelt a moment 
too long on a traQt fo deferving of attention ; and though we 
have though: it neceflary to fuggeft a caution refpe&ing a fingle 
paifage, we give the ftrongeft and moft unqualified recommen- 
dation to the rett. 
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Philofiphical Tranfaftions for 1798. Part IT, 1” 


Arr. II], Philofophical. Tranfaétions of the Royal Society of 
London, for the Year 1798. Part lI, 4to. 397pp- . 8s 
Elmfly. 1798. 


IF TEEN papers form the contents of this rich part of the 
Philofophical Tranfa&tions for the year 1798 ; which ‘ye 
pers er ond in numerical order to the nine papers of the firlt 
part. Of thefe we fhall give the following fuccinét account. 


X. A Difquifition on the Stability of Ships. By George 
Atwood, Efg. F. R. S. 

By the ftability of fhips is meant that property by which 
they are enabled to carry a fufficient quantity of fail without 
the danger of overfetting, or other inconvenience, fuch as 
much rolling and pitching, irregular jerks, &c. 

Various are the circumftances upon -which this ftability de- 
pends, which, in the prefent {tate of naval architecture, are de- 


| termined partly by the {kill and judgment of the conftructor, 


and partly by adjuftments made after the veffel has been 
fet afloat. Even when the fhip is under fail, it is not an 
unfrequent pra@tice amongft navigators, to fhift part of the 
cargo, and to make other alterations, in orderto increafe, by 
trial, the ftability cf the veifel. 

On a fubje& of fo much confequefce, and fo involved in 
doubt and uncertainty, Mr. Atwood (whofe inveftigations of 
the fubjeét of floating bodies have been publifhed in a former 
volume of the Philofophical Tranfa€tions) has beftowed much 
{tudy and attention ; the refult of which is contained in the 
long and ufeful paper now under our confideration, 

Mr. Atwood obferves, that it is little more than a century 
fince the theory of mechanics was firft applied to the cone 
ftruction and management of veffels, and that the prefent im- 
proved {tate of ‘mechanical knowledge may juftly be looked up 
to for a folution of many difficulties that occur in the theory 
of naval architeéture. 

** But,” fays he, “ the prattice of fhip-building having been many 
ages antecedent to the difcovery of the theory of mechanics, one ob 
ject of theoretic inquiry muft neceffarily be, to explain the principles 
of conftruétion and management, which experience and practical ob- 
fervation have previouPy difcovered ; diftinguifhing thofe which are 
founded in truth and right practice, from others which have been the 
offspring of vague and capricious opinion, mifreprefentation of fatts, 
and unfounded conjecture, by ge phznomena arifing in the prac- 
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tice of navigation, are often attributed to caufes entirely different 
from thofe by which thcy are really governed.” 


Notwithftanding the attention which fome able men, and 
profound mathematicians, have beftowed on the fubjeét, the 
improvements have not been adequate to what might be ex- 

ebted, The principal difficulties, which have operated as a 
Carries between the theoretical inveftigations and the praétice, 
are either the ob{cure nature of the conditions, or the intricacy 
of the analytical operations, which are frequently expreffed in 
terms fo involved and complicated, as to become ina manner 
afelefs to the praGical operator. 


*¢ When a fhip, or other floating body, is deflefted fromy its quief- 
cent pofition, the force of the fluid’s preffure operates to reftore the 
floating body to the fituation from which it has been inclined. This 
force is diftin€ily defcribed, in a treatife written by the moft celebrated 
geometrician of ancient times, who ufes the following argument for 
demonftrating the pofition in which a parabolic conoid will float per- 
manently in given circumitances. ‘To fhow that this folid will float 
with the axis inclined to the fluid’s furface at a certain ftated angle, 
depending on the fpecific gravity and dimenfions of the folid, he de- 
monftrates, that if the angle fhould be greater than that which he has 
affigned, the fluid’s preflure will diminith it ; and that, if the angle 
fhould be lefs, the fluid’s preflure will operate to increafe it, by caufi 
the folid to revélve round an axis which is parallel to the horizon. t 
is an evident confequence, that the folid cannot float quiefcent with 
the axis inclined to the fluid’s furface, at any angle except that which 
is tated, The force which is fhown in this propofition, to turn the 
folid, fo as to alter the inclination of the axis to the horizon, is the 
fame with the force of ftability; the quantity or meafure of which, 
Archimedes does not eftimate.” 


This method was not afterwards applied to folids of 
other forms, nor to the determination of any other propofi- 
tion concerning the inclination or equilibrium of fhips at fea. 
To fupply thofe deficiencies is Mr. Atwood’s principal objec 
in the prefent paper; but this obje& will be more particularly 
fhown in his own words. 


«* A general theorem for determining the floating pofitions of bo- 
dies is demonfiraicd in a former paper, inferted in the Philofophieal 
Tranfaétions for 1796, and applied to bodies of various forms: the 
fame theorem is there fhown to be no lefs applicable to the ftability of 
veffels, taking into account the fhape of the fides, the inclinatiog 
from the upright, as. well as every other circumftance by which the 
ftabiliry can be influenced. To infer, from this theorem, the ftability 
of vefiels in particular cafes, the form of the fides, and the angle of 
inclination from the perpendicular, muft be given. ‘Thefe conditions 
admit of = variety, confidering the fhape of the fides, both above 
the water-line and beneath it; for we may firft aflume a cafe, whick 

‘ is 
2 





















































ts one 
fel are 
water: 
the w: 
the fa 
hine, 2 
cafes, 
rutti 
{uited 
fides « 
to eac 
line, ¥ 
tuatec 
be ad 
Or Cor 
cide : 
appro: 
partic 
the fi 
cafe, 
requi 
whict 
are al 
axis, 


It 
gatio 
a dif 
com 
We 
havi: 
wife 
whic 
oper 

T 
eigh 


X 
la | 
Prof 
&c. 

T 
vide 
the « 
conc 
cone 


of t 


x 
Eye, 


, AO oD nein 


we eqs * 





Philofophical Tranfactions for 1798. Part IT. 9 


bs one of the moft fimple and obvious ; this is, whet the fides of a vet 
fel are parallel to the plane of the malts, both above and beneath the 
water-line, or, fecondiy, the fides may be parallel to the mafts under 
the water-line, and projeét outward, or may be inclined inward, above 
the faid line ; or they may be parallé) to the mafts above the water. 
line, and inclined either inward or outward beneath it ; fome of thefe 
cafes, as well as thofe which follow, being not improper in the con- 
ftru¢tion of particular {pecies of veflels, and the others, although not 
fuited to prattice, will contribute to illuftrate the general theory. The 
fides of a veffel may alfo coincide with the fides of a wedge, inclined 
to each other at a given angle ; which angle formed an imaginar 
line, where the fides, if produced, would interfeét each other, may be t. 
tuated either under or above the water’s furface, ‘To thefe cafes may 
be added, the circular form of the fides, and that of the Apollonian 
orconic patabola, The fides of veffels may alfo be affutmed to coin- 
cide with curves of different {pecies and dimenfions, fome of which 
approach to the forms adopted in the praétice of naval architecture, 
particularly in the larger fhips of burden, And, laftly, the fhape of 
the fides may be reducible to no regular geometrical law ; in which 
cafe, the determination of the ftability, in refpect to a thip’s rolling, 
requires the menfuration of the ordinates of the vertical feions 
which interfect the longer axis at” right angles; fimilar menfurations 
are alfo required for determining the {lability, in refpeét to the fhortér 
axis, round which a veffel revolves in pitching.” 


It is not in our power to follow Mr. Atwood in his invefti- 
gation of the above-mentioned cafes, or to give our readers 
a diftin& notion of his reafoning and of his deduétions, in a 
compafs fufficien:!y {mali to be inferred in our publication. 
We can therefore only add in general terms, that, befides 
having treated the fubject in a theoretical manner, he has like» 
wife taken notice of the praGtical accommodation of the rales, 
which he has exemplified by means of fuitable arithmetical 
operations. 

The diagrams which belong to this paper are contained ia 
eight plates. 


XI. Quelque Remarques dOptique, principalement relatives a 
la Reflexibilité des Rayons de la Lumiere. Par P. Prevot, 
anion de Phitofophie a Geneve, de l’Academie de Berliti, 

Ce 

_ This paper, which is written in the French language, 19 di- 
vided into two parts ; in the firft of which the author difcuffes 
the different opinions of Sir 1. Newton, and Mr. Brougham, 
Concerning the reflexibility of the rays of light. In the fe» 
cond part, he examines fome queftions relative to the flexibility 
of thofe rays. Qne plate only is annexed to this paper. 


XII. An Account of the Orifice in the Retina of the human 


Ly, difcovered by Profeffor Socmmerigg. Te whish are added, 
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Proofs of this Appearance being extended to the Eyes of other 
Animals. By Everard Home, Efq. F.R.S. ; 


This author announces the difcovery of an aperture in the 
retina of the human eye, lately made by Mr. Soemmering, an 
anatomift ef reputation at Mentz ; to which he adds his own 
experiments and obfervations. , 

The d:fcovery is deferibed by Mr. Mauwnoir, furgeon at 
Geneva, in the following words : 


«« Mr. Soemmering was diffecting, in the bottom of a veffel filled 
with a tranfparent liquid, the eyes of a young man who had been 
drowned, and was ftruck on feeing near the infertion of the optie 
nerve on the retina, a yellow round fpot, and a {mall hole in the 'mid- 
dle, through which he could fee the dark choroides (looking at the fur- 
face of the re'ina which covers the vitreous humour). He diffeéted 
other human eyes, and conftantly, when the diffe¢tion was carefully 
made, found the hole ot the retina feemingly at the pofterior end of 
the vifual radius, nearly two lines on the temporal fide of the optic 
nerve, and the hole turrounded by the yellow zone, of above three 
lines in er eter, ‘The hole of the retina is not direétly feen, bein 
covered With a fold of the retina itfelf. An anatomift of Paris dif 
fected many eves of quadrupeds and birds, and found the yellow fpot 
and hole in no animal but the human kind,” 

*« I diffecied fome human eyes a fhort time after I had read the dif. 
covery, and found the fpot, and raga concealing it, and the yellow 
zone, The beft way, I think, to fee them, is to take off the halt pof- 
terior part of the fclerotica, then the correfpondent part of the cho- 
roid ; both muft be cut rourd the infertion of the optic nerve. The 
retina is to remain bare and untouched, fuftaining alone the vitreous 
humour; then you may fee the round {pot, which reaches the optic 
nerve, and a fold of the retina, marking a diameter of the {pot. 
Then, if you prefs the balla little with your finger, fo as to pufh the 
Vitreous himour rather near the bottom of theeye, the raga is unfold- 
ed, and you will fee the hole perfectly round, of { of a line in diame- 
ter, and its edges very thin.” 

** All this can be feen on the infide of the eye, but not fo perfeétly ; 
and, in that cafe, you muft make your obfervations in water.” 


Mr. Home, having verified this difcovery, obferves, that the 
above-mentioned aperture is more readily {cen two days after 
death, than in a frefher {tate. 


«* In feparating,” fays he, ‘* the vitreous humour from the retina, 
I found a greater adhefion at this particular part; and, when the vi- 
treous humour was removed, the retina was pulled forward, forming 
a {mall fold, in the centre of which was this aperture. ‘This doubling 
was fometimes produced by endeavouring to cut through the vitreous 
humour, to difengage the cryftalline and its capfule,” 


Mr. Home has difcovered a fimilar aperture, and fimilarly fi- 
tuated, in the eye of the monkey; but in the eye of the theep, 
I and 
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and of the bullock, he found, inftead-of the above-mentioned 
aperture, a femi-tranfparent tube, refembling in its coats a 
lymphatic veffel, rifing from the retina, clofe to the optic 
nerve, on the temporal fide of its infertion, and coming di- 
rectly forwards into thé vitreous humour. oe 

This paper is accompanied by a plate, exhibiting a tranf- 
verfe and a longitudinal fe&tion of the human eye, and tranf- 
verfe fections of the eyes of the monkey, the bullock, and the 
fheep ; fhowing the fituation and the appearance of the above- 
mentioned aperture in the two former, and the tube in the 
two latter eyes. 


XIII. A Defcription of a very unufual Formation of the 
human Heart. By Mr. James Wilfon, Surgeon. 


This paper, which defcribes a very peculiar, and, it feems, 
hitherto non-defcript, configuration of the human heart, and 
other vifeera, in the body of a child that had arrived at its 
full time before parturition, and lived feven days after birth, 
is incapable of abridgment, principally for want of the plate 
which accompanies it ; we muft therefore refer our readers to 


the paper itfelf. 


X1V, Account of a fingular Inflance of Atmofpherical Re- 


fraction, Ina Letter from 4 ‘illiam Latham, Ejq. F.R.S. and 


A. §. 
At Haftings, in the afternoon of the 26th of July, 1798, a 


very remarkable appearance, which none of the {pectators re- 
membered to have feen before, was obferved by a multitude of 
people, as well as by the writer of this account. 

The cliffs on the coaft of France, which, at the nearett 
part, is between forty and fifty miles diftant, could be plainly 
diftinguifhed with the naked eye, and much better through the 
telefcope. Fhis time excepted, thofe clitfs are not vifible, 
from the low fituation of the fhore at Haftings, even by the 
aid of the beft telefcopes. | 

The bay, the old head or man, the windmill, &c. at Bou- 
logne, St. Vallery, and other places on the coaft of Picardy, 
were diftinguifhed, and named, by the ffhermen, who were 
acquainted with the coaft 

«© T went,” fays Mr. Latham, ‘* upon the eaftern cliff or hill, 
which is of a very confiderable height, when a moft beautiful fcene 
prefented itfelf to my view; for | could at once fee Dungennets, 
Dover Cliffs, and the French coaft, all along from Calais, Boulogne, 
&c. to St. Vallery ; and, as fome of the fifhermen affirmed, as far to 
the weftward even as Dieppe, By the teleicope, the French i: 
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boats were plainly to be feen at anchor ; and the different eolours of 
the land upon the heights, together with the buildings, were pertectly 
difcernible. ‘This curious phenomenon continued in the highelt 
{plendour till half paft eight .o’clock (although a black cloud totally 


obfcured the face of the {yn for fome tire) when it gradually va- 
nifhed,” 


Fromm the regifier of the thermometer, and of the ftate-of 
the weather during the month of July, which is fubjoined to 
the account, it appears that on the day of the phenomenon, 
the thermometer, at ten o'clock in the morning, ftood at 68°, 
and, at five o’clock in the afternoon, at 76°. A dead calm 
continued the whole of that day. 

We are inclined to believe that the heat of the weather ele- 
vated a confiderable quantity of vapour from the fea, which 
began to condenfe afier five o’clock, at which time the phaz- 
nomenon began to be fcen, when the heat of the fun was upon 
the decreafe ; and that the condenfed vapour, finding no dif- 
turbance from any wind, filled the atmofphere between the 
two coafts with an extraordinary quantity of aqueous vapour ; 
in confequence of which, its refractive power was increafed 
to the degree fufficient to produce the above-mentioned extra- 
ordinary appearance. 


XV. Account of a Tumour found in the Subflance of the 
buman Placenta, By John Clarke, M. D. 


After fome preliminary obfervations op the ftruéture and 
funétions of the placenta, the author of this paper defcribes 
a hard, folid body, found in the placenta which came away at 
the birth of a healthy child. 


*s The anterior furface,” fays he, ** of the placenta, was found ta 
be covered with the anion, behind which lay the chorion, as ufual. 
Some branches, both of the arteries and veins, eoming from the funis, 
ramified in the common manner, forming the foetal portion of the pla- 
centa. . Others, of avery large fize, not lefs than a {wan’s quill, were 
fent to the tumour; which was fituated behind the chorion, and la 
imbedded in the fortal portion of the placenta. The general form of 
this tumour was oval, about four inches and a half long, and three 
inches broad, ‘The thicknefs of it was about three inches. Ie 
weighed upward of feven ounces, 

** Its fhape refembled that of a human kidney ; one edge hein 
nearly uniformly convex, whilft the other, where the vefiels eaenchall 
it, was a little hollowed. 

** The whole of the tumour was inclofed in a firm capfule, in the 
fubftance of which the large veffels were contained, nearly in the fame 
manner as they are found in the dura mater. 

** The blood-veflels, branching off from the funis to fupply the 
tumour, partly went over one fide, and partly over the other fide of 
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the tumoor; ramifying as they ran, till, meeting at the convex edge of 
the tumour, they anaftomofed very freely. From the large trunks on 
she furface, {mall branches were given off, penetrating into the fab. 
ftance, and fupplying the whole tumour with blood. 

«© Upon making a fection through the tumour, in the direction of 
its length, the confiftence was found to be uniform, firm, and flefhy, 
very much refembling, in this refpe&t, the kidney. ‘The cut furface, 
upon examination, had fomewhat of a mottled appearance ; fome parts 
being highly vafcular, whilft others were white and uninjected.” 


Dr. C. is of opinion that this tumour muft not be conf- 
dered as a difeafe, fince the fun@ions of the placenta, and 
other parts conneéted with it, had not been difturbed or ob- 
{truéted by it ; yet he mentions that, preyioufly to the birth of 
the child, an extraordinary large quantity of /iguor amnii, 
nainely, two gallons, was evacuated.—Query. Is it likely that 
this unufual accumulation of water was occafioned by the tu- 
mour? If fo, furely this tumour fhould be conflidered as a 
difeafe. 

The placenta and the tumour are delineated in two plates, 
which follow the paper. 


XVI. On the Roots of Equations. By James Wood, B.D. 
Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 


This paper contains the prepofitions, the obje& of which is 
to demonftrate in an eafy and general manner, what was well 
known before ; namely, that every algebraical equation has as 
many roots of a certain form, as it has dimenfions. The 
propofitions are, I. To find a common meafure of the quan- 
tities ax® bx? + cx®-? + dx? "3 +, &c. and Ax" + Bx™* 
rf Cx*3 4 Dx t+, &c. Li. Twoftoots of an equation of 
2” dimenfions may be found by the folution of an equation of 





m.2‘* dimenfions. ILI. Every equation has as many roots, 
of the form a +-V + b’, as it has dimenfions. 


XVII. General Theorems, chiefly Porifms, in the higher Gee- 
metry. By Henry Brougham, Jun. Efq. 


This ingenious tra@t contains 21 propofitions in the higher 
seometry, accompanied with a plate of diagrams ; but the con- 
cifenefs of ftyle, and the nature of the fubje&, do not admit 
of any abridgment fufficiently clear and fatisfactory. 


XVIII. Obfervations on the diurnal Variation of the Mag- 
netic Needle, in the Ifland of St. Helena; with a Continuation of 
the Obferyations at Fort Marlborough, in the Ifand of Sumatra, 
By John Macdonald, Efq. ' 
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In November, 1796, the magnetic variation at St. Helens 
was 15° 48' 34” 4 welt, and the daily variation 3°35". The 
magnetic needle was obferved to be {tationary from about fix 
o’clock in the evening, till fix in the morning, when it be- 
gan to move ; and the weft variation increafed, and came to 
its maximum at about eight o'clock. 

Mr. M. obferved, both at Bencoolen and at St. Helena, 2 
vertical motion in the magnetic needle, fo that he found it 
fometimes below, and at other times above its ufual fituation. 
The difference amounted to fix or eight minutes. He is there- 
fore of opinion, that the dip or inclination of the needle is 
likewife fubje& to a diurnal variation ; to which opinion we 
have great reafon to affent. 


XTX. On the Corundum Stone fre om Afia. By the Right 
Hon. Charles Greville, F.R.S. 


The mineral, which forms the fubje& of this Iong and ela- 
borate paper, has been fome years known in Europe under the 
name of Adamantine Spar. In Di. Woodward’s catalogue of 
foreign foilils, pubtifhed about the year 1719, itis calkd Nella 
Corivindum, or Lelia Convindum, or Nella Corivendum. 

From a very fatisfactory account received by the author of 
this paper, from Sir Charles Oakley, Bart. then Governor of 
Madras, it appears that this mineral is found in a particular 
mine, near a place called Carane/, on the fouth ‘ ide the Cavery ; 
the &iMence of the pits from the river 1s upwards of four miles. 
Jt is dug bya particular caft of people, who fel] it to the glafs 
venders, who a again feli it heh out the whole country, w here 
it is ufed, when pulverized, for grinding ahd po lifhing chryftals, 
and all gems, diamonds excepted. 

From China, by the favour of Captain Cummin ig. Mr. 
Greville received fpecimens of, and information relative to, 
the fame mineral, which has long been in ufe in that co untry, 
for the fame purp oles of grinding and polifhing. 

Omitting the various mineral. gical obfervations, with which 
this paper is replete, we fhall extract the tollowing more in- 
terefling particulars, which relate to the Corun dum only. 

The “fpecific gravity of this miueral varies from 2,768 to 
4,18. 

Its colour is generally brownith, or inclining to purple. 

Its hardnefs exceeds that of molt hard ftones, fo that when 
pulverized, it will grind or cut cryttals, agates, &c. 

Mr. Kla sproth, in his firft analyfis of the Corundum, ima- 
oe, he had detected in it a new genus of earth ; but his fub- 
equent analy fis proved, that this fuppofed new carth was no- 

thing 


— — , —_ 4 














Philofophical Tranfaftions for 1798, Part IT. 25 


thing more than argillaceous earth. He found that 100 parts 
of the India Corundum confift of 89,5 of argillaceous earth, 
555 of filiceous earth, and 1,25 of oxide of iron. And in 
100 parts of Corundum, from China, he found 84 of argilla- 
<eous earth, 6,5 ot filiceous earth, and 7> 5 oft exide of iron. 
The moft ufual form of the Corundum is a regular hex- 
zedral prifm, and, in general, the furface of the cryital is rough, 
with little lu(tre ; but it has likewife been found cry(tallized 
under a variety of other forms, which forms are particularly 
defcribed in the paper, and are delineated in a plate. 


XX. An Ingurry concerning the chemical Pr sperties that 


have been atirtbuted to Light. "By Benjamin Count of Rum- 
ford, F. R.S. M.R. 1. "A. 


Count Rumford has, in a former publication, exprefled his 
doubt of the exillence of thofe properties in light, which have 
been attributed to it, and he ts of opinion, 


«s That all th ofe vifible changes produced in bodies by expofure to 
the action of the fun’s rays, are effected, not by any chemical combina- 
tion of the matter of lip ht with fuch bodies, but merely by the heat 
which is generated, or excited, by the light that is abforbed by them.” 


He now gives an account of fuch experiments as he has 
Jately made, with a view to determine this important queltion ; 
which experiments, though upon the whole not very conclu- 
five, are neverthelefs deferving of notice, 

Moft of thofe experiments were made with a folution of 
gold in aqua regia, evaporated to drynefs, and then diffolved in 
diltilled water; as allo with a fimilar aqueous folution of 
nitrate of filver: and the Count liberally acknowledges his 
being induced to engage in th fe inveftigations, from the perufal 
of Mrs. Fulhame’s ingenious Effay on Combuttion. 

Having wetted pieees of ribband, of fine linen, of cotton, &c. 
with one or the other of the above-mentioned folutions, he held 
them fingly over the flame of a wax candle, and, in a few fe- 
conds of time, a {tain appeared in that part of the ribband whieh 
ftood juft over the flame. The tinge was indelible ; that pro- 
duced from the folution of gold was of a. deep purple, in- 
clining to crimfon 3 that from the folution of filver was of a 
very dark orange colour, or rather of a yellowifh brown. 

When ribbands, thus moiftened, were held not over, but by 
the fide of the flame, no {pot appeared, excepting indeed 
when they were brought exCeccingsy near. 

Pieces of ribbands, and likewife 4 parcels of magnefia alba, 
moiftened with the folution of gold, were expofed to the fun, 
both covered and uncovered, either moift, or after having been 
dried ; 
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dried ; and it was found, that the uncovered pieces acquired in 

a few hours time the deep purple colour ; whereas, thofe that 

had been under cover, and had confequently remained in dark 

nefs, fhowed no fuch colour ; alfo, that the pieces which had 

been expofed in a dry ftate, did not affume the coloured ap- 

pearance near fo foon, or fo deep, as thofe which had been ex- 
ofed in a moitft {tate. 

Count R. likewife revived gold from: the above-mentioned 
folution, by only expofing it, together with pieces of charcoal, 
in a glals ibe, to the dire rays of a bright fon. But it is 
remarkable, that when a fimilar preparation was expofed. not 
to the light, but only to a degree of heat equal to that of the 
fun’s rays, the gold was likewife completelv revived. Similar 
experiments, made with the folution of filver, were attended 
with fimilar refults. 

This author alio obtained a revivification of gold and filver 
from their folytions, by mixing them with effential ois, and 
expoling the mixtures to the heat of boiling water ; but the 
experiment did not fucceed when fpirit of wine was ufed ine 


’ 


ftead of effential oils. 


XXI. Experiments to determine the Denfity of the Earth, By 
Henry Cavendith, Efq. F.R.S, and A.S. 


A method formerly contrived by the Rev. John Michell, has 
Yately been put in practice by the ingenious author of this ex- 
cellent paper. 


‘* The apparatus is very fimple; it confifts of a wooden arm, fix 
feet long, made fo 2s to unite great ftrength with little weight. ‘This 
arm is fulpended in an horizontal pofition, by a flender wire 40 inches 
long, and to each extremity is hung a leaden ball, about two inches in 
diameter; and the whole is inclofed in a narrow wooden cafe, to de- 
End it from the wind. 

«© As no more force is required to make this arm turn round on its 
eentre, than what is neceflary to twift the fufpending wire, it is plain, 
that if the wire is fufficiently flender, the moft minute force, fuch as 
the attraction of a leaden weight, a few inches in diameter, will be 
fufficient to draw the arm fentibly afide. The weights which Mr, 
Michell intended to ufe were eight inches in diameter, One of thefe 
weights was to be placed on one fide the cafe, oppofite to one of the 
balls, and as near it as coukd conveniently be done, and the other on 
the other fide, oppofite to the other ball, fo that the attraction of both 
thefe weights would confpire in drawing the arm afide ; and, when its 
polition, as affected by thefe weights, was afcertained, the weights were 
to be removed to the other fide of the cafe, fo as to draw the arm the 
contrary way, and the pofition of the arm was to be again determined ; 
and, confequent!y, half the difference of thefe pofitions would fhow how 
much the arm was drawn afide by the attraction of the weights. 


‘6 Isp 








© 





Philofopbical Tranfactions for 1798. Part Il. 27 


«s In order to determine from hence the denfity of the earth, it is 
neceflary to aftertain what force is required to draw the arm afide 
through a given fpace, ‘Phis Mr, Michell intended to do by putting 
the arm in motion, and obferving the time of its vibrations, from 
which it may eafily be computed.’ 


Thefe paragraphs are followed by the particular defcription. 
of the apparatus, which is delineated in two plates, and of the 
various objections, difficulties, &c. which Mr. Cavendith’s 
knowledge and addrefs naturally detected, and in great mea- 
fure obviated. The experiments are then clearly and parti- 
cularly ftated, together with the calculations that are derived 
from them ; the conclufion of which we thall fubjoin in the 
author’s own words. 


« By a mean of the experiments made with the wire firft ufed, the 
denfity of the earth comes out 5,48 times greater than that of water; 
and by a mean of thofe made with the latter wire, it comes out the fame; 
and the extreme difference of the refults of the 23 obfervations made 
with this wire, is only 0,75 ; fo that the extreme refults do not differ 
from the mean by more than 0,38, or ,', of the whole, and therefore 
the denfity fhould feem to be determined hereby, to great exaétnefs. 
It, indeed, may be objetted, that as the refult appears to be influenced 
by the current of air, or fome other caufe, the laws of which we are 
not well acquainted witb, this caufe may perhaps a¢t always, or com. 
monly, in the fame dire¢tion, and thereby make a confiderable error in 
the refult. But yet, as the experiments were tried in various weathers, 
and with confiderable variety in the difference of temperature of the 
weights and air, and with the arm relting at different diftances from 
the fides of the cafe, it feems very unlikely that this caufe fhould act 
fo unitermly in the fame way, as to make the error of the mean refult 
nearly equal to the difference between this and the extreme ; and there. 
fore, it feems very unlikely that the denfity of the earth fhould differ 
from 5,48 by fo much as ,,*, of the whole. 

** Another objection, perhaps, may be made to thefe experiments, 
namely, that it is uncertain whether, in thefe {mall diftances, the force 
ef gravity follows exa¢tly the fame law as in greater diftances. There 
is no reafon, however, to think that any irregularity of this kind takes 
place, until the bodies come within the aétion of what is called the at- 
traction of cohefion, and which feems to extend only to very minute 
diflances. With a view to fee whether the refult could be affeéted by 
this attraction, 1 made the gth, roth, 11th, and 15th experiments, in 
which the balls were made to reft as clo‘e to the fides of the cafe as 
they could ; but there is no difference to be depended on, between the 
refults uader that circumitance, and when the balls are placed in any 
other part of the cafe. : 

** According to the experiments made by Dr. Matkelyne, on the at- 
traction of the hill Schehallien, the denfity of the earth is 4! times 
that of water; which diffirs rathef more from the preceding deter- 
mination than I fhould have expected. But I forbear entering into an 
¢snfideration of which determination is moft to be depended ome tilt 
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I have examined more carefully how much the preeeding determina- 
tion is affected by irregularities whofe quantity I cannot meafure,” 


XXII. An improved Solution of a Problemin phyfical Afiroe 
nomy ; by which Swiftly converging Series are obtained, which 
are ufeful in computing the Perturbatisns of the Motions of the 
Earth, Mars, and Venus, by their mutual Attraétion; To which 
is added, an Appendix, containing an eafy Method of obtaining the 
Sums of many flowly converging Series which arife in taking the 
Fluents of Binomial Surds, égc. By the Rev. John Hellins, 
F. R.S. Vicar of Potter’s Pury, in Northamptonfhire, 


me) contents of this valuable article are, a letter to the 

. Dr. Mafkelyne, the problem, and along appendix ; but 

it 1s not in our power to give our readers a better idea of the 

fubje&, than is expreffed in the title; unlefs, indeed, we were to 
tranfcribe the greater part of the paper. 


XXITT. Account of a Subfance found in a Clay-Pit ; and 
of the Effed of the Mere of Difs, upon various Subflances im= 
merjed init. By Mr. Benjamin Wifeman, of Difs in Norfolk. 
ith an Analyfis of the Water of the faid Mere. By Charles 
Harchett, Efq. F.R.S 


<* The fubfance,” fays Mr. Wifeman, ‘* I have inclofed, was found 
near Dils, ina body of clay, from five to eight feet below the furface 
of the foil. All the pieces I o} ferved /aid nearly in a horizontal di- 
rection 5 and varied ‘in fize, from two or three oun ces, tO aS many 
pounds. ‘lhe colour of the fubftance, when taken freih from the clay- 
pit, was like that of chocolate ; it cuts eafily, and has the ftriated ap- 
peatance of rotten wood, ‘The pieces were of no particular form; in 


general, they were broad and flat, but I do not recollect to have met 
vith a ptece that was more than two inches in thicknefs: it breaks 


into lamina, bet which are the remains of various kinds of fhell. 
The fpecific grav ty Bi this fubitance, cried in the thade, 1s 1,588; it 
burns freely, giving outa great quantity of {moke, with < ule 
< ashiney ct g Ouda great quantity of {moke, with a {trong ful 
‘© By a chemical analyfis, which | not confider as very accurate, 
one hundred grains appear to contain 4143 grains of inflammable 
matter, including a imall quantity of water; 20 grains of mild cal- 
carcous earth ; 2 grains of iron; and 36,7 grains of earth that ap- 
pears to he lex. 
«© ‘The Mere of Difs contains about cs acres, and ts of varions 
epths, to 24 feet: from its firuation with refpe@ to the town, it may 
ally he fuppofed to, contain a vait qu ons of mud, as it has re- 
cived the filth of the ftreets for ages. In fummer, the water turns 
en; and the vegetable matter that fwims on its furface, when 
expoled to the rays of the fun, affords vat quantities of oxygen gas.” 
‘J ~’ 
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Mr. W. having obferved that flint {tones, taken out of the 
Mere of Difs, appeared encrulted with a metallic ftain, placed 
a variety of fubitances, inclofed im a brafs-wire net, into that 
water; wherein they remained during three years, On being 
taken out, fome of them thowed the. metallic fain ; but the 
copper wire, which held the net, was found furrounded with a 
metallic coating of acontiderable thicknefs. 

The wire was evidently eroded. ‘The cruft that was ep ae 
rated from it was found to confift of copper, fulphur, and iron, 
in the refpective proportions of 70, 16,6, and 13,3. 

At the requelt of the Prelident snd Council of the Royal 
Society, who thought that the effects of the water of the Mere 
of Difs deferved to beymore particularly analyzed, Mr. Wife- 
man fent the following {pecimens, which were putin the hands 
of Mr. Hatchett for further examination. 

‘y. Water from Difls Mere. 

2. Copper cuttings, covered with a blackifh cruft. 

3. Some cuttings fimilar to the preceding. 

4. A paper, w which contained fome of the black cruft, de 
tached from the cuttings. 

5. Aquart bottle, containing fome water from the lower part 
of the town of Diis, and called, by Mr. Wifeman, a chaly. 
beate water. 

Some flints, taken from the S. E. fide of the Mere, where 
the water is fhallow, and having the appearance of a metallic 
{tain ; and 

Some copper wire with a blackifh incruftation. 

Mr. Hatchett found the component parts of the cruft of the 
copper wire, as alfo of the fpecimens, No. 2, 3, and 4, to be 
copper, and a very fmall portion of iron combined with ful- 
phur. 

The analyfis of the water, No. 1, fhowed, that in 200 cubic 
inches of the water, there were contained 58 grains of folid 
maiter, which confifted of muriate of lime 18 grains; muriate 
of foda, with a very {mall portion of fulphate of foda, 10 
grains ; felenite 1,7 grains; alumine, with a portion of iron too 
{mall eo be eftimated, 1,5 grains; carbonate of lime 22 grains 3 
carbon, with a little filiceous earth, 3, 5 grains. 

The water, No. §, appeared to comtain fome hepatic Pas, 

together with fub(tances fimilar to thofe contained in No. r. 

The yellowith fubftance, which covered the flints, No. 6, 
proved to be martial pyrites, which feems to be the only fub- 
{tance that is depofited on bodies immerfed in the water of 
Difs Mere ; and Mr. H. is of opinion, that the pyritical mat- 
ter is formed in the filth of the Mere. 

Some 
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Some pieces of filver, which had been kept fome time in the 
above-mentioned water, became thereby much tarnifhed, and, 
in many places, almoft black. Mr. Hatchett having examined 
a fmall quantity of this black coating, found it to be fulphuret 
of filver. 


XXIV. A Catalogue of Sanferit Manufcripts, pre ented 
to the Reyal Society by Sir William and Lady Fores. By.C atles 
Wilkins, Efq. F.R. S. 


This catalogue contains 56 articles ; and Mr, Wilkins’s ex- 
tenfive Oriental knowledge has enabled him to render it as 
ufeful as its nature will admit by Having added the parti« 
cular hiftories, characters, &¢. of fevers of thofe manufcripts § 
from which we fhall tranfcribe two or three fpecimens for the 
fatisfaction of our readers, : 


“© Rémayana. The adventures of Rama, a poem in feven books, 


with notes, in the Dévendgari character. There are feveral works - 


with the fame title, but this, written by Vaimici, is the moft efteemed. 
The fubje&t of all the Rémdyanas is the fame: the popular ftory of 
Rama, fursamed Défarathi, foppofed to be an incarnation ef the 
Vifbnu, and his wonderful comloies to recover his beloved Si#4 out of 
the hands of Révena, the gigantic tyrant of Lancd. 


“© Célica Purdsa. A mythological hiftory of the goddefs CéH, in. 


verfe, and her adventures under various names and charaéters ; a 
curious and entertaining work, including, by way of epifode, feveral 
beautiful allegories, particularly one founded upon the motions of the 
moon. There feems to be fomething wanting at the end,—Bengal 
character, without notes. 

“* Singhéféua. ‘The throne of Rajé Vicraméditya; a feries of in- 
ftruftive tales, fuppofed to have been related by 32 images which or- 


, mamented it. Devanagari charatter, It has been tranflated inte 
Perfian.” 


The two laft articles of this part of the volume of the 
Tranfations for the year 1798, are, A Lilt of the Prefents re- 
ceived by the Royal Society, from November, 1797) to June, 
3798; and the Index to the whole volume. 

































































Proceedings of the Afriean Affociation. a 


Art. IV. Proceedings of the Afjociation for promoting the 
Difeovery of the interior Parts of Africa; containing an Ab. 
firaGi of Mr. Park's Account of his Travels and Difcoveries, 
ahridged from his own Minutes, by Bryan Edwerds, Efg. 

« Alfe, Geographical Uiufirations of Mr. Park's Fourney, and 
of North Africa, at large, by Major Rennel, 4to. 102 pp. 
Printed by Bulmer. 1798. 


Ww have been favoured with this literary curiofity, by a 
Member of the African Affociation, and lofe no time in 
laying the fubftance of it before our readers and the public, 
The objeé& of this Affociation is fufficiently explained in the 
title-page ; and the curious and interefting publications which 
have already appeared, with the refpectadle fanGtion of their 
Committee, fufhciently prove, that their exertions have been 
neither vain nop. unimportant. The communications of Mr. 
Ledyard and Mr. Lucas, have explained many particulars re- 
lating to Africa before unksown ; and the circumftantial nar- 
rative of Mr. Park’s Travels, which may foon be expected, and: 
of which this pnblication ts intended to be the precurfor, evi- 
dently juftify the motives of the very refpeétable individuals 
whofe, names occur iu the African Alfocisationg and: will pro- 
bably increafe their number, and animate their ardour. 

This Abftract, which does much honour to the ingenuity and 
judgment of Mr. Edwards, is divided imto four chapters, and 
the Geographical Liuttrations into feven more. Thefe laft, 
by Major Rennel, arethe whole of what he intends to com- 
municate, with rel{peét to thefe Travels, and will be reprinted, 
as we are given te underftand, in Mr. Park’s volume. The 
publication is adorned with three excellent maps. 1. Ama 
of Mr. Park’s route in Africa. 2. A chart of the. variation 
lines in and about the continent of Africa. 3. Is a map of 
North Africa. Perhaps this may be no improper occafion to 
announce, that Major Kennel, who may jultly be confidered as 
the D’Aaville of the prefent times, is preparing a Diflertation 
en the Geography of Herodotus, as it relates to Africa. Mr. 
Park proceeded from the river Gambia to Jarra, which is the 
frontier town of the Moors, From this place he had not ad- 
vanced far before he was taken prifoner by the Moors, and fuf- 
fered many hardfhips. The fecond chapter, in which this 
detail is found, recites many particulars of the death of Major 
Houghton, Having efcaped from the Moors, he difcovered 
the Niger, and falling down the river, made his way to Silla ; 
this was the ultimate limit of his progtefs. From this part of 
the 
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the narrative we felet our {pecimen of the manner in which 
the Abftract is drawn up ; which, we again repeat, indicates fo 
much judgment, as fuficiently to gratify momentary curiofity, 
without entirely fatisfying the eagernefs with which the re- 
mainder, from Mr. Park’s own pen, muft {till be expected. 


«© The city of Sego, at which our traveller was now arrived, con- 
fits of four divifions, or quarters, two on each fide of the water: and 
each of them being furrounded by a mad wall, the appearance was that 
of four diftiné&t towns, , The houfes are built of clay, and have flat 
roofs ; but fome of them have two ftories, and many are white-wafhed. 
Befides thefe buildings, Moorifh mofques are feen in evéry quarters 
Thefe objects, with the numerous boats on the river, a crowded popu- 
lation, and the cultivated ftate of the farrounding country, formed al- 


together a profpect of civilization and magnificence, which our tra- 


veller little expected to find in the bofom of Africa. From the beft 
inquiries he could make, he had reafon to believe that Ségo contained 
altogether about 30,000 inhabitants. 


«© The boats on the Niger are of a fingular conftruction, each of * 


them being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered coneave, 
and joined together, not fide by fide, but lengthways; the junction bee 
ing exa¢tly acrofs the middle of the boat. They are therefore very 
long, and difproportionably narrow ; and have neither decks nor maits: 
they are however very roomy ; for Mr, Park obferved in one of them 
four horfes and a great many people, crofling from a ferry. 

‘© To this ferry he proceeded, intending to crofs over the lar 
quarter of the city, where he was informed the king of Bambara held 
his refidence ; but the number of people prefling tor a paflage was 
fuch, as to prevent his embarkation", 

‘© The multitude gazed on the ftranger with filent wonder; and 
he diftinguifhed, with concern, a great many Moors among them, In 
the meanwhile, information that a white man was waiting at the wa- 
ter’s fide for a paflage, was conveyed to the king; who immediately 
fent a meflenger to inquire what brought him to Sego. and what he 
wanted, Our traveller, having given the beft anfwer he could as to 
the motives of his journey, added that he was there in his way to 
genre, and having been robbed of all he poffeiied, implored the king’s 

unty and shaper re The meflenger told him to go to a diftant 
village, which he pointed out, and wait for the king’s further orders, 

«* He complied with thefe dire€tions, but found the inhabitants of 
the village either averfe, or afraid, to give him lodging or entertain- 
ment; and, having turned his horfe loofe, he fought thelter, from a 
form of thunder and rain, underatree, At length, as night ap- 
proached, that kindnefs aad humanity inherent in the female fex, to 
which he had often been indebted on tormer occations, camé to his re 
lief on the prefent. A poor Negro woman, returning from the lae 





—— —- —_—" 


* «« Mr. Park found the language of Bambara to be a fort of core 
rupted Mandingo. After a little practice, he underftood and fpoke it 
without difficulty,” 
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hours of the field, obferved that he was wet, weary, and dejected ; 
and takiag dp his faddle and bridle, told him to follow her, She led 
him to her cottage, lighted up a lamp, procured him an excellent fup- 
per of fifh, and plenty of corn for his horfe ; after which, the {pread 
a mat upon the floor, and faid he might remain there for the night. 
For this well-timed bounty, our traveller prefented her with two of 
the four brafs buttons which remained on his waiftcoat*, 

«© Hecontinued all the next day in the village, without receiving 
any orders from the kitg ;- and found himfelf the object of univerfa 
obfervation and inquity. He foon heard enough however to convince 
him that the Moors, and Slatees, or flave traders, refiding in Sego, 
were exceedingly fufpicious concerning the motives of his jour- 
ney, and in the highett degree hoflile towardshim. He learnt that 
many conlultations had been held with the king, concerning his recep- 
tion and difpofal ; and the villagers frankly told him that he had many 
enemies, and muft expect m0 favour. 

« On the third day the meflenger arrived, and, bringing a bag in 
his harids, fignified to our traveller, that he muft depart fotthwith trom 
the vicinage of Sego; but that Manfong (the king) wifhing to relieve 
a white man in diftrefs, had fent him sooo Kowriest, to enable him 
to purchafe provifions in the courfe of his journey. The meflenger 
added, that if Park’s intentions were really to proceed to Jenné, he 
had orders to accompany him as a guide to Sanfanding. 

** Mr. Park had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would 
willingly have admitted him to his prefence and converfation, but was 
apprehenfive he might aot be able to protect him againft the blind and 
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* « Mr, Park adds other particulars concetning his benefaétrefs, 
which heighten the picture, He relates, that the good woman having 
performed the rites of hofpitality towards himfelf, called in the female 
part of her family, and made them fpin cotton for a great part of the 
night.. They lightened their labour by fongs: one of which mutt 
have been compofed extempore, for our traveller was himfelf the fub- 
ject of it; and the air was ip his opinion the {weetelt and moft plaintive 
he had everheard, ‘The words, as may be expetted, were fimple, and 
may be literally tranflated as follows: * The winds roared and the rain 
fell, The poor white mao, faint and weary, came and fat under our 
tree. He has no mother to bring him mik—no wife to grind his 
corn.’—Chorus—* Let us pity the white man—no mother has he,’ 
&c. &c. Simple as thefe words are, they are natural and affecting; 
and contain a curious allufion to the ftate of manners in favage lite, 
in which the women perform all the domeftick duties. 

+ ‘* Kowries (or as the word is commonly fpelt) Coawries, are little 
thells which are faid to be found on the eattern coaft of Africa, and 
various.ether places, and pafs as current money in many parts of the 
Eaft Indies, as well.as of Africa. Compared with gold, they are but 
of little value; but'in Bambara 100 of them would purehale a day's 
provifions for our traveller, and corn for his horfe.®” 
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iriveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants. Hisconduét, therefore, 
was at once prudent and liberal. The circumftances under which 
our traveller made his firft appearance at Sego, were undeubtedly fuch 
as to create, in the mind of the os | a well-warranted fufpicion, that 
the ftranger concealed the true object of his journey. When Park told 
the meffenger, that he came from a great diftance, and through many 
dangers, to behold the Joliba river, it was naturally inquired, if there 
were no rivers in his own country, and whether one river was not like 
another ? Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machina. 
tions of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient that a 
white man was found in his dominions in a condition of extreme 
wretchednefs, and that no other plea was neceffary to entitle the fuf- 
ferer to his bounty. It is gratifying to add, that it was not on this 
occafion only, Mr, Park derived advantage from the high eftimation 
and honourable light in which the Tobauboes (or whites) are held 
throughout all the Negro territories in this part of Africa.” P. 27. 


Leaving Silla, Mr. Park travelled in a weftward direétion 
back’ again, along the Niger. On arriving at Kamalia, he 
was detained by ficknefs for a period much too long, confider- 
ing the fufferings of the individual ; but the regret of which 
will be diminifhed to the reader, when he confiders the ample 
opportunity which was thus afforded Mr. Park, of being made 
acquainted with the climatgand its productions, its agriculture, 
manufactures, as well as manners of the inhabitants. The 
conclufion of the fourth chapter relates the circumftances ge- 
nerally of Mr. Park’s return to the Gambia, and ‘of his de- 
parture for England, by the way of America. 

We fhould have been much more circumftantial in our ac- 
count of this elegant production, but, as we before faid, it is 
only the precurfor of Mr. Park’s own work, which may ina 
fhort time be expe€ted, and which will give the public a cir- 
cumftantial narrative of his adventures, fufferings, and dif- 
coveries. 

The geographical illuftrations of Major Rennel will be 
highly acceptable to every claffical reader; but we think it will 
be more pertinent and proper to referve our comment on thefe 
till the real work, which they are profeffedly intended to adorn 
and illuftrate, fhall appear. By the whole, in its prefent 
ftate, fo much and fuch important gratification is afforded 
to the inguifitive mind, that we expeét Mr. Park’s own nat- 
rative with eager curiofity ; and are induced to look forwards 
to the promifed labours of Major Rennel with increafed cons 
viétion, that the obfcurity in which both ancient and modern 


Africa are involved, will be materially and effe@ually removed. 


Ay 








Tranjflation of Citations in the Purfuits of Literature. 35 


Art. V. A Tranflation of the Paffages from Greek, Latin, 
Italian, and French Writers, quoted in the Prefaces and Notes 
to the Purfuits of Literature, a Poem, in Four Dialogues. 
To which is prefixed, A Prefatory Epifile, intended as a gene- 
ral Vindication of the Purfuits of Literature, from various 
Remarks which have been made upm that Work; by the 
Tranflator. 8vo. 189 pp. 38. 6d. Becket, Pall Mall. 


1793. 


THs publication comes out as the work of a friend to the 
author of the Purfuits of Literature, or at leaft to his 
poem, who is willing to tranflate for the country gentle-men 
and women. Eft verd aut Erafmus aut Diabolus. The free- 
dom of fome of the tranflations is that of a primary, nota fe- 
condary perfonage ; and a great part of the Prefatory Epittle 
bears the traces of the fame {tyle, and the fame mental energy. 
The author (or his friend) thinks this a proper opportunity for 
making a general reply to the affailants of the P. of L. fe- 
veral of whona certainly little deferved any notice: and it is 
a compliment of fome value, paid to the author of the Pregris 
of Satire*, that he is fingled out to bear the chief brunt of the 
seply, and occupies three fourths of the Prefatory Epiftle. 
On this antagonift the writer is fometimes witty, but difplays 
rather too much eagernefs to be fo: and, if the whole of his 
cenfure is not repelled (as indeed it cannot be) many of the 
moft material objections receive a folid anfwer. We thall not 
involve ourfelves, or attempt to amufe our readers, with thefe 
altercations, but, turning to the clofe of this Preface, lay before 
them a pafflage fo full of virtuous and manly fentiment, fo 
marked with vigour of ftyle, and originality of thought, that, 
for the fake of introducing it, we have placed this account 
among our primary articles. The writer is vindicating the 
interference of the author of Purfuits of Literature, and the 
dignity of the undertaking, which he does in the following 
terms. 


* Whoever indeed ftands forward, at fuch a perilous petiod as the 
em with boldnefs, confidence, and an honeft intention in the pub- 
ic fervice, with a name or without 2 name, known or unknown, is 
furely worthy of fome regard, and I fhould think, of kindnefs. But 
when a gentleman (without any intereft, bat that of every other fub- 
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* Reviewed Brit. Crit, vol. xi, p. 127. Since which, a new and 
auch improved edition has been publifhed, 
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3 Tranflation of Citations in the Purfuits of Literaturé: 
je& in the country) has devoted his time, fortune, and ability, in the 


hope of being ufeful, it is but a common caufe to refcue Ais memory* 


froin the gripe of injuftice, and the fangs of malignity. When he 
has.defended the triple fortre/i of Religion, Morality, and Literature, 
from its foundation to the topmoft battlements, muft he be left on the 
field without the common honours of a common foldier? Becaufe a 
few trumpery poctafters, half critics, jugglers in fcience, or indecent 
commentators, are held forth and configned to ridicule or contempt, 


as they have refpectively deferved, muft this work on the Purfuits of ' 


Literature be degraded and depreciated ? I truft not. The public 
will never fuffer fuch impotence and dulnefs, fuch under-conjurors and 
journeymen aftrologers, the Sidrophels and Whacums of the day, te 
read backwards for them the great page of literature, and declare the 
interpretation of it. When the fun is high in the heaven, who afks 
for fubfidiary aid ? 

‘© Literature indeed, at this hour, can hardly be divided from the 
principles of political fafety. Satire ao has a charaéter which fhe 
was never before called upon to aflume. Senfam celefi traxit ab arcel 
She muft xew co-operate with the other guardians and watchful powers 
of the ftate, in her degree. 

«| Sach an UNton is now dewanded of the minds, the talents, 
and fortunes, of the foul and bodies, of all the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, as never before entered into the hearts of Englifhmen to con. 
ecive. We mutt be preferved from the tyranny and power of France ; 
from all her principles, and from all her arms, open or concealed, 
mental, moral, or political. I have pride and fatisfa€tion in feeing, 
and feeling, that we are all /o convinced. We know we miauft die, or 
defend ourfelves from THE MONSTROUS REPUBLIC. 


Inftat terribilis vivis ; morientibus heret ; 
Nulla quies : oritur prada ceffaute libido ; 
Nivitibufque dies, et nox metuenda maritis ; 
Emicat ad nutum ftricto mucrone minifter. 


If we confider it from the commeneement, it has threatened, devoteds 
and given over all its victims to defolation, wretchednefs, plunder, and 
final death. Bioop is the cement of the Republic of France. 

«* Some victims have bled for principle, others for example, fome 
for funeral pomp, and fome for a civic feaft. Blood muft flow. 
Each faétion has delivered-over its predeceffors to death. The Priefts 
of Reafon hold their rites in the field of Mars. Firft, indeed, they 
foothe awhile their favagenefs with fong and feftival, But thefe are 
the preludes of fanguinary cruelty ; the ftops and paufes of their wat 
fymphonies. Wit their laurel and cyprefs branches bound together, 
and dipped in blood, they advance to the altar, and perform their ab- 
horred luftration. ‘The manes of all that is brave, and all that is fe- 





~ * This is faid upon a. jocular fuppotition of the author of the P. 
of L. being dead, in confequence of an affertion of his chief anta- 
gonift. How he devoted his fortune does not appear. ; 
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Tranflation of Gitations ia the Purfuits of Literature. » 39 
godgious, are invoked in their democratic incantations to Reafon and 
her Republic. 


Sevis opus eft, et fortibus umbris , 
Lpla facet manes; MOMINUM MORS OMNIS IN WSU EST, 





«¢ On the blood of their murdered monarch they have fworn ha- 
tred to tyranny ; and they have eftablifhed a Directory. On the blood 
of innocence and virginity they have {worn to reftore, and to protect 
the female dignity ; and they have annulled the bond of marriage, 
and the charities of confanguinity. On the blood of- their 
ftreaming on the fcaffold, and on the blood of armies. partially devoted 
by other generals in the day of battle, they have fworn to give honour 
and encouragement to the defenders of the Republic. Such are their 
decrees ; fuch are their oaths, regiftered in blood. All is contradigion ° 
with them, yet all is in a¢tion.. Principles of the moment, princi 
of refieétion, principles of defolation, principles of fafety, all have 
had their hour; alt have rifen and fallen. Banifament and deporta- 
tion have now fuperfeded the axe of the guillotine, and the fabre of 
rufian maflacre. How long?—All changes with them: all but the fixed 
lutt of plunder and aggrandifement, and the rooted hatred to'Chrif- 
tian religion, ‘To every government, and to every eftablifhment in 
Furope, they apply but one axiom, ‘* WHATEVER 18, Is WRoWG !” 

«« Iam moft ferious in my words, and earneft in my thoughts, I 
have been in&ructed by thefe great events, to confider all actions as of 
fome weight, and that nothing: is now to be negle¢ted, as wholly un- 
important. TF the efforts of the united genius, learning, poetry, and 
eloquence of a country can be direéted with ftrength and difcretién in 
their proper and natural courfes, we may yet have confidence, Ka- 
terprifes of great pith and moment will fucceed, and a righteous fecu- 
rity may be eftablifhed. Confider for a moment what is the hope of 
bad men. The orator of Athens* has declared, ‘* Their hope of 
fafety is placed in the exeefs of their wickednefs, and iniquity alone,” 
The haunts, and caves, and tenements, and fculking huts of fophiftry, 
anarchy, rebellion, democracy, and Jacobintfm, will at length be fulty 
revealed, and fizally levelled and ruined. When the tountains of 
hallowed fire are once opened, and flowing with liquid purity in the 
filence of the night, the objets which darknefs esa conceal are not 
only difcovered, but deftroyed. 

“ The force of France is indeed formida>le ; but her paincrpLes, 
wherever they take roge, and grow, and bear, are alone invincible. It 
wethink otherwife, I fear we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not 
with us. France invites every Kuropean government to fuicide. .Hes 
high Prieft+ told her along ago, that no governiment could perith bus 
by its own hand, and by its own confent to die, The government of 
Great Britain has given no fuch confent. Her King, her Nobles, her 
Commons, her Senators, her Statefmen, her Lawyers, her Arrifts, her 
Merchants, her Citizens, her Peafants, all maintain and declare wish 
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* Demof, Contr. Arif. + Voltaire. 
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38 Captain Colnett’s Voyage. 


one voice, and with arms in their hands, ** Grazat Batraiw Wag 
GIVEN no suCH ConsENT.” She has not lifted up her arms againf 
hetfelf: the is willing and defirous to live. She has humbled herfelf 
before Gop the Judge of all, through the Great Mediator of hu- 
manity. She knows her ftrength, and has felt her infirmity; the ig 
earneft for her prefervation from her foes within and without ; and 
having done al], and ftill committing herfelf and her caufe, To wim 
who judgeth righteoufly, sue hopes yet to ftand. 

«« Whether the end of all things may be at hand; and what the 
decrees of Eternal Power, Wifdom, Juftice, and Goodnefs may intend 
in the laft refort, we acknowledge to be infcrutable, But, we truft, 
it cannot be deemed an unwarrantable prefumption to fuggeft or to af. 
firm, that, if the attributes of God are true; if man is Ais creature, 
and governed hy his laws; the oppofers of the overbearing, defola. 
ting, impious, and universat Tyranny, mutt be jufti before 
Him, Asto us, the inhabitants of Great Britain, if we would exift 
at all, we muft be preferved as we arg. Our Conftitution isnot loft; 
and the ramparts we have raifed round it will preferve itentire. Our 
liberties are fupported — — arbitrary power, and againft the 
engines of licentioufnefs and democracy. Uron us the deftiny of 
Europe, and perhaps of the whole civilized world, ultimately depends, 
It feems placed in our hands: a fearful and an awful charge ! 


Omnia Fata laborant, 


Si quidquam mutare velis; uNoque suB ICTY 
STAT GENUS HUMANUM!” P, 60. 


Whatever conteft calls forth, at this moment, fuch animated 
and glowing expreffions of genuine patriotif{m, may be hailed 
as aufpicious. We have not very anxioufly examined the 
tranflations. ‘There can be little doubt that they are executed 
with fufficient accuracy to be a proper guide for the unlearned. 


—=— 





—— 


Art. VI. A Voyage to ihe South Atlantic, and round Cape 
Horn, into the Pacific Ocean, far the Purpofe of extending the 
Spermaceti Whale Fifberies, and other Objects of Commerce, by 
afcertaining the Ports, Bays, Harbours, and Anchoring Births, 
in certain Iflands and Coaffs in thofe Seas, at which the Ships of 
the Britifo Merchants might be refitted. Undertaken and per- 
formed by Captain Fames Colnett, of the Royal Navy, in the 
Ship Ratiler. 4to. 197 pp. tl. 5s. Egerton, White, 
&e. 17938. | 


oy HE Introduétion to this work informs us, that the author, 
t who is a Captain in his Majefty’s Navy, was nominated 
by the Admiralty, in the year 1792, to undertake a voyage, 
planned in confequence of a memorial from merchants, cen- 
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eerned in the South-Sea fitheries, for the purpofe of making 
fuch difcoveries as might afferd fifhers, who pafs round Cape 
Horn, the neceflary advantages of refrefhment, and fecurity to 
refit. 

There being at this time no private veffel for fale, that wae 
properly conftruéted for this undertaking, the gentlemen prin» 
cipally interefted purchafed from government the Rattler, a 
{loop of war of 374 toms burthen; and, on the 4th of Ja- 
nuary, 1793, Captain Colnett failed from the Ifle of Wight, 
having a crew of 2 perfons, men and boys, and a whalin 
matter on board, bye entered Rio Janeiro on the 24th of Fe- 
bruary; on the 18th of March, pring in latitude 40° 12'S. 
and longitude 95° 34° W. he paffed feveral birch twigs, and 
quantities of driftewood and fea-weed ; and, from thefe va- 
rious appearances, was in great expedtation of falling in with 
the Ifle Grande, which he had often heard Captain Cook men- 
tion as lying in thefe latitudes. “The number of black whales 
which he here faw, afforded him a fair opportunity of making 
a profitable voyage in the article of black oil. He fays, «if 
half the whalers belonging to London had been with him, they 
might have filled their veffels with oil*.” But his predomi- 
nant object was to fearch for the ifland which was difcovered 
by Anthony La Roche, a native of Bagiend. in his paflage 
from the Seuth Seas, in the year 1675. Having cruifed in its 
fuppofed neighbourhood feveral days, and feeing nothing to 
encourage his hopes of difcovery, Captain Colnett bore away 
for the coaft of Patagonia, and on the 11th of April doubled 
Cape Horn. He thinks that the beginning ‘of winter, or 
even winter itfelf, with moon-light nights, is the beft feafon 
for pafling the Capet. He recommends Staten Land (an 
ifland to the eaftward of it) asa place of rendezvous both for 
men of war and merchant fhips; and expreffes his opinion, 
that a fettlement here would enable us to carry on the black- 
whale fifhery in the higheft fouthern latitudest. _ 

From Cape Horn Co otain Colnett ors to the ifland 
where the Wager man of war was loft in 1741, to Mocha, 
and to the ifles of St. Felix and Ambrofe ; the latter of which 
(he fays) is fo inacceffible that it can never be of much ufe, ex- 
cept as a place for catching fifh, or taking feals. We doubt 
whether the iiland of St. Felix is worth the attention of our 
navigators. Captain C. fays, it 


* might be made to anfwer as a place of rendezvous in war or 
peace. It contains a fpace, where tents might be pitched, and the fick 
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accommodated, if the want of «wood, water, and vegetables, could, by 
any means, be farmounted. As to the firft, an hull, or two, of a 
prize,” (this could only he expeGed in war) ‘* would afford a fufficient 
fupply ; and, as for the fecond, a ftill might he provided to diftil falt- 


water; and a {mall quantity of foi] would-be fufficient to raife falad 
herbs,” P. 36. 


From $t. Felix, Captain C. failed to the coaft of Peru, and 
vifited the ifle of Lobos le Mar, which was formerly the refort 
of buccaneers#. Outhe 24th of June, he made the Galapago 
ifiands, and anchored in a fmall bay on the north fide of one 
(which tienamed Lord Chatham’s ifle) in order to refreth his 
men, and to determine its fituation. He gives a very circum. 
Rtantial account of it. We fele& fome of his remarks, which 
we doubt not will prove interefting 40 the naturalift, 


«* T was very much perplexed to form a fatifactory conjeure, how 
the fal! birds, which appeared to remain in one fpot, fupported them 
felves without water ; but the party on their return informed me, that, 
having exbaufted all their water, and repofing beneath a prickly pear- 
tree, almoft choaked with thirft, they obferved an old bird in the a& of 
fupplying three young ones with drink, by fquceezing the berry of a 
tree into their mouths. It was about the fize of a pea, and contained 
a watery juice, of an acid, but not aapietent tafte. ‘The bark of the 
tree produces a confiderable quantity of moifture ; and, on being eaten, 
allays the thirit. In dry feafons the land-tortoife is feen to gnaw and 
fuckit. ‘The leaf of this tree is like that of the bay-tree; the fruit 
gtows like cherries ; whilft the juice of the bark dies the fiefh a deep 
purple, and emits a grateful odor: a quality in common with the 
— part of the trees aud plants in this ifland; though it is foon 

oft, when the branches are feparated from the trunks or ftems. The 
Jeaves of thefe trees allo abforb the copious dews which fall durin 
the night, but in larger quantities at the full and change of the moon ; 
the birds then perce them with their bills, for the moifture they re- 
tain, and which, I believe, they alfo procure from thé various plants 
and evergreens. But, when the dews fail‘in the fummer feafon, thou- 
fands of thefe creatures perifh ; for, on our return hither, we found 

reat numbers dead in their nefts, and fome of them almoft fledged. 
t may, however, be remarked, that this curious inftinGive nace of 
finding a febititute for water, is not peculiar to the birds of this ifland; 
as nature has provided them witha fimilar refource in the fountain- 
tree, that flourifhes on the ifle Ferro, one of the Canaries; and feveral 
other trees and canes, which, Churchill tells us in his voyages, are to 
be found on the mountains of the Phillipine (Philbppine) iflands.” 
P, 53. 


Capt, C. concludes his.defeription of Lord’ Chatham's ifle, 
with obferving, that it is one of the molt delightful climates 
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onder heaven, although fituated within a degree of the equator, 
The thermometer was never higher than 737; and in the 
morning, evening, and ‘night, it was below fummer heat in 
England*. ‘ 

On the roth of July, fpermaceti whales were feen near the 
‘(land La Plata, fo named by the Spaniards, fromSir FrancisDrake 
having divided his plunder atit, Capt. C. thinks that, in a war 
with Spain, this ifland would form an excellent ftation, as it is 
only four leagues from the maint, On the 2gth of July, he made 
the ifle of Cocas (Cocos) which he fays is Otaheite on a fmall 
fcale, but without the advantage of its climate or the hofpitality 
of its inhabitantst. A minute defcription of it may be found 
in the third volume of Capt. Vancouver’s voyage, lately pub- 
lithed, from which we learn that, in January, 19795, a young hog 
was feen here in good condition ; fo that there are great hopes, 
that future vifitors will be benefited by Capt. Colnett’s libera- 
lity; for, in return for 2000 cocoa nuts which the ifland af- 
forded him, he left on fhore a boar and fow, with a male and 
female goat§. This fpecies of benevolence, which is often 
practifed by modern navigators, cannot be too highly com- 
mended. 

From Cocos, Capt, C. failed to.the coaft of Mexico; and, 
towards the end of Augult, in latitude 16° 13’ N. he faw 
feveral fpermaceti whales, three different times in the courfe 
of fixteen days, and killed three of them. 


«© One,” he-fays, ** was a fmall one, meafuring 15 feet, which we 
hoifted on board, and of which I made a drawing ;” a print from this 
drawing is annexed to the work ; ‘* its heart was cooked in a fea-pye, 
and afforded an excellent meal.” Why fhould we be aftonithed at our 
anceftors feafting on congers, porpuffes, and dolphins? ** Thefe whales 
were very poor, having fcarce blubber enough to float them on the 
furface of the water, and when flinched (i. ¢, deprived of their fat|}) 


their carcafes funk like a ftone. ‘They yielded altogether but fifteen 
barrels of oil.” P. 80. 


At this time the whole crew were, more or lefs, affeéted by 
the yellow fever ; from which horrid diforder, Capt. C. was fo 
fortunate as to recover them, by adopting the method that he 
faw practifed by the natives of Spanith America, when he was 
a prifoneramongthem. He fays, 


*« On the firft fymptoms appearing, the fore-part of the head was 
immediately fhaved, and the tempies, and pole, wathed with vine- 
gar and water. ‘The whole body was then immerfed in warm watcr 





°P.s8. thép “SRG. 0m. oe 29. 
0 






























































































ee ee ae Se 
? a _ V 
aie a ; 
. oe 


. cae ss Bae 
ee 
i ee. ee 
5 “~ 


42 Captain Colnett’s Voyage. 

to give a free courfe to perfpiration : fome opening medicine was af- 
me ah adminiftered, — every four hours, a of ten grains of 
James's powders, If the patient was thirfty, the drink was weak white 
wine and water, and a flice of bread to fatisfy an inclination to eat, 
An increafing appetite was gratified by a {mall quantity of foup, made 
from the mucilaginous parts of the turtle, with a little vinegar in it, 
1 alfo gave the fick {weetmeats and other articles from — private ftock, 
whenever they expreffed a diftant with for any which I could fupply 
them with, By this mode of treatment the whole crew improved in 
their health, except the carpenter, who, though a very ftout, robuft, 
man, was at one time in fuch a ftate of delirium, and fo much reduced, 
that I gave him over ; but he at length recovered,” P, 81, 


The following remarks refpeéting diet appear to us to be 
judicious. 


** Other voyagers have alledged that living on turtle caufes the flux, 
feurvy, and fever ; I can firft account for foch-a confequence by its not 
being fufficiently boiled, or cooked in unclean utenfils ; and, fecondly, 
any man, who has experienced a long voyage, is well informed, that 
a fudden change of food,and particularly from an ordinary fea or falt 
diet, to an entirely frefh one, will produce the flux, ficknefs of ftomach, 
and other complaints, My method, to prevent fuch effefts, was to 
allow the crew as much vinegar as they could ufe, and fuperintend 
myfelf the preparatiart of the {eamen’s meal, 1 ufed to tafte the broth, 
in order to know if it was properly done, that it contained a fufficient 
quantity of pearl barley, and was duly feafoned by boiling it with falt 
beef or pork. I alfo ordered that the proportion of the falt meats, 
cooked with the turtle, fhould be previoufly towed and frefhened, and 
when the crew were tired of foup, I gave them flour to make their 
tugtle-meat into pies, and, at other times, fat pork to chop up with it, 
and make faufages. But in moft of their meffes I took care that fo 
powerful an antifeptic as four crqut fhoyld not be forgotten.” P. $3. 


On the 20th of September, Captain C. reached the ifle of 
Socoro, and, a few days after, Santo Berto, and Rocca Partida. 
He named this clufter of iflands Rivella Gigeda, after the 
Viceroy of Mexico, who had treated him with great humanity 
during his detention by the Spaniards in 1790*. 

During the month of O&ober, Captain C. cruifed off the 
fouthern parts of California, as high as the latitude 25° N. in 
hopes of meeting with {permaceti whales; but being difap- 
pointed in his expectations, he returned to the ifland of Socoro 
where he narrowly efcaped being fhipwreckedt. Socoro, in 
the Spanifh language, means fupply ; but Capt. C. fays, that 
during his ftay there, he was not fo fortunate as to difcover any 
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great affinity between the name and the charater of the place. 
e 


adds, however, that 

«© It muit be acknowledged, that Socoro is an excellent place of re- 

fort for a veflel with a fcorbutic crew, or to refit if engaged in a cruife 

againft the Spaniards off the coaft of Mexico, or employed in the 
whaling fervice.” P. 417. 


In his return to the fouthward, on the 27th of January, 1794, 
Captain C. fell in with feveral {permaceti whales, between 
Cape Dolce and Quibo, he killed four, and got three on board. 
In February he touched at Quibo, where he found the huts, 
mentioned in Lord Anfon’s voyage, {till ftanding ; and obe 
tained plenty of wood and water. He fays, 

«« The rivulet, from whence we collected our ftock, was about 
twelve feet in breadth, and we might have got timber for any purpofe 
for which it could have been wanted. There are trees of the cedar 
kind of a fufficient fize to form mafts for a thip of a firft rate, and of the 
quality which the Spaniards in their dock-yards ufe for every purpofe 
of fhip building, making mafts, &c. A vefiel may /ay fo near the 
fhore as to haul off its water; but the time of anchoring mutt be con- 
fidered, as the flats run off a Jong way, and it is poflible to be deceived 
in the diftance.” P. 135. 


At this ifland he met with two dangerous adventures, of 
which he gives the following acceunt : 

*« As I was walking along the fea coaft, witha gun, and very at- 
tentive to the woods, in expectation of feeing fome kind of fowl or 
game proceed from the thickets, fuddenly my danger was difcovered 
of having paffed over a large alligator, /ayixg afleep under a ledge of 
the rock, and appeared to be a part of it* ; and being in a deep hollow 
{ could not have efcaped, if alittle boy, the nephew of Captain Mar- 
fliall, «who accompanied me, had not alarmed me with his out-cry. I 
had juft time enough to put a ball in my gun, the noife having roufed 
the hideous animal, and he was in the act of fpringing at me, when I 
difcharged my nn at him; its contents, entering befide his eye, and 
lodging in his brain, inftantly killed him; i was then taken on board 
where part of Jim was eaten.” Of another efcape he fays; ‘* as I was 
Setting on a bank at the fide of a rivulet, one of the fmaller (kind of 
{fnakes) bit me by the left knee, which caufed it to {well to that degree, 
that I had a doubt for fome time whether it would not colt me my 
life.” P, 134. 

On the 12th of March, Captain C. got back to Lord 
Chatham’s ifland, and furveyed a good bay, which he named 
after Sir Philip Stephens. Off Aibemarle ifle, another of the 
Galapagos, he faw fpermaceti whales in great numbers ; and 
killed four on the 8th of April. He thinks this is the general 
rendezvous of the fpermaceti whales, who come hither, feom 
the coafts of Mexico and Peru, and the gulph of Panama, to 
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calve ; and advifes all whalers to cruize between the fouth eng 
of Narborough ifle and the rock Rodondo. 

On the gth of April, Captain C. was joined by the Butter- 
worth of London, Captain Sharpe, who had procured, on the 
coaft of California, 100 tons of oj! from the fea lion and fea 
elephant ; 10,000 tons of oil might have been procured from 
thefe animals, if Captain Sharp had been provided with catks, 
Captain C, accompanied the Butterworth to James's ifle (one 
of the Galapagos) when they watered and feparated. 


*¢ Thefe iflands,” he fays, ‘* deferve the attention of the Britith 
navigators beyond any unfettled Gtuation ; but the preference muft be 
given to James's ifle, as it is the only one we found fufficient freth 
water at, to fupply a fmall fhip. But Chatham ifle being one of the 
fouthernmoft, I recommend to be the firft made, in order to afeertain 
the fhips true fituation, in which you may be otherwife miftaken, from 
the uncertain and ftrong currents, as well as the thick weather which is 
fo prevalent there. As it ftands by itfelf there is no danger, and in 
Stephens’s bay 30 or 40 fai] may ride in fefety, befides thofe which 
might go into the cove, Veflels bound round Cape Horn to any part 
north of the equator, or whalers on their voyage to the north or fouth 
Pacific Ocean, or the Gulph of Panama, will find thefe iflands very 
convenient places for refitting and refrefhment. They would, alfo, in 
future, ferve as a place of rendezvous for Britith fithing fhips, as they 
are contiguous to the beft fifhing grounds,” P.158, 


On the 13th of May, Captain C. lefe James’s ifle*; on the 
22nd of June, he made the ifle of St. Ambrofe and Felixt ; 
and, his marine ftores being nearly expended, he ftood again to 
the northward, to the coait of Peru, in hopes of meeting with 
European vetlels; but not feeing any fhips on the coaft, and 
conceiving that a war with Spain had taken place, he ftretched 
away to the fouthward. When in latitude 20° S. he met with 
a very fingular circam(tance, which excited mach fuperflitious 
apprehention among his crew, and which he thus relates. 


About eight o'clock in the evening an animal rofe along-fide the 
fhip, and uttered fuch fhrieks and tones of lamentation, fo like thofe 
produced by the female human voice when expreffing the deepeft dif- 
trefs, as to occafion no {mall degree of alarm among thofe who firk 
heard it. Thefe cries continued for upwards of three hours, and 
feemed to encreafe as the fhip failed from it: I conjeftured it to be a 
female feal rhat had loft tts cub, or a cub that had loft its dam ; but] 
never heard any noife whatever that approached fo near thofe founds 
which proceed from the orgams of utterance in the human {pecies,” 
P. 160. 


_ Ne 


® P. 1:60. + P, 6c. 








On 










—_ se -«~ «- -F SS wwe 


-_ tee coe Geet, et 











we me OO wt @ 


cen 


“ ww Sy 


‘Vv 


Vu fee eee ls OU 


Captain Colnett's Voyage. 45 


On the 1ft of Auguft, Captain C. doubled Cape Horn; 
his greatelt fouthern latitude was about 61°. On the rath of 
Augutt he croffed near the fuppofed fituation of the ifle Grande*, 
on the 1ft of September he mate the ifle of St. Helena, from 
whence he failed on the 13th; he pailed the Eddyftone on the 
rf of November, and the next day anchored in Cowes Roadst. 

The voyage occupied 22 months. It is fingular that, after 
doubling Cape Horn, Captain C. only met with three vetlels 
in the Pacific Ocean. ‘The only known ports, at which he 
touched, were Rio Janeiro in going out, and St. Helena in re- 
turning home. He mentions as a fource of fatisfaction (and 
the circumitance refle&ts great credit pn his care and attention 
to his crew) that except the lufs of one man by an unforcfeen 
accident, the whole of the crew were preferved during his long, 
fatiguing, and perilous voyaget. : 

We have thus given a faithful abftract of the work before 
us. Of its ftyle, the reader has already been enabled to forma 
fair opinion. We do not with to criticize with feverity, the 
literary compofition of a man, whofe life has been actively em- 
ployed, either in the avocations of commerce, or in the fervice 
of his country : but it is ufwal, and right, to take affiftance in 
thefe points. Nor is it any derogation from the merits of 
Captain Colnett’s voyage, to obferve, that it is lefs imerefting 
thar either Anfon’s or Cook’s. His matenals were not equally 
good; he only vifited uninhabited iflands : their circumnavi- 
cations are enri@hed with views of man in his fimple primaval 
(tate, or dagzle us by the fplendour of great military atchieve- 
ments. What has been faid of La Fontaine’s works, may be 
applied with equal truth to thefe voyages. They are fuited 
both to fchool boys and to philofophers, Captain Colnett’s 
work, however, is a furvey (and, we truft, an accurate one) 
that will prove of great ufe to all navigators concerned in the 
fouthern whale fifhery. 

We think unnecetlary expence has been incurred in typogra- 
phy. ‘The book is abfolutely a “ rivulet of text meandering 
through a meadow of margin.” This vicious tafte in printing 
ought to be correéted. It 1s a feveré tax on literature. With 
a clofe type, the voyage might have been compreffed into a 
fall 8vo. volume, We think too, that a fifter art was inju- 
dicivutly called on, to furnith the likenefs of the gentleman to 
whom the work is dedicated. We confefs, that much as we 
prize ** the human face divine,” we fhould have preferred a 
print of the Sea Guana (which Captain C. fays is a non- 
defcript§) or of the Black Whale, which is fo often miftaken 
for the Spermacet: Whale by our navigators|}. 
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Captain C. is neither accurate nor confiftent in his ortho. 
graphy of proper names. In p. 40, we have Callo ; in p. 75, 
rocka partido ; in p: 61, Cocas, which in p. 68 is properly 
fpelt Cocos, The iflands, which are fpelt Gallipagoes in p. 47, 
are called Galapagoe in p. 6r. Socoro, which is correétly 
fpelt in the text, is Socora in the chart; and, in general, the 
Spanith names of the different parts of South America are 
very inaccurate. We do not much approve of Rivella Gigeda 
(fpelt Rivelia Gigeds in the chart) as the name of a clufter of 
iflands.s No Englith failor, who was unacquainted with 
Spanith, could pronounce this difficult appellation. 

It appears from the Inyoduétion, that Captain C. has ferved 
on the quarter-deck of a man of war from the year 176g, that he 
attended Captain Cook in his fecond voyage, and has fince been 
engaged in vartous undertakings, for examining the north-weft 
coaftof America. The detatl of his fufferings, after he was 
made prifoner at Nootka, in 1789, 1s highly interefting ; and, 
we fincerely hope, that this publication will produce him that 
emolument, which a |ibesal and difcerning public is ever in- 
clined to afford to thofe who are meritorious and unfortunate. 








Art. VII. An Outline of the Mineralogy of the Shetland 
Iflands, and of the Ifland of Arran. Illuftrated with Copper 
lates. With an Appendix, containing Obfervations on Peat, 
Kelp, and Coal. By Robert Famefan, Member of the Reyal 
Medical and Natural Hiftory Societies, Edinburgh; and of 
the Linnean Society, London. Large 8vo. 202 pp. 6s. 
Creech, Edinburgh ; Cadell and Davies, London. 1798. 
iS idahbed great luminary who arofe in Sweden, near the be 
ginning of the prefent century, enabled, by his fuperior 
juftre, Naturali(ts in every kingdom of the world to view the 
productions of their own country with a diftin&nefs and ac- 
curacy unknown in preceding ages ; and confequently this 
century has been infinitely more favourable to the improve- 
ment of every branch of natural hiltory than any that have 
sone before it. Linnzus however was a mortal, and ‘‘ non 
omnia poflumus omnes,” was therefore applicable to him. 
Although his labours were immenfe, and though he had fo 
fuccelstully illuftrated the animal and vegetable kingdoms, the 
mineral kingdom {till retained fomewhat of its former ob- 
fcurity. Chemiitry, which is indeed peculiarly applicable to 
mineralogy, foon lent its aid to this branch of natural i 
and, 
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and, inftead of the external charaéters of foffils, accurate, fub- 
tle, and refined analyfes were fubltiruted. This method, 
however, laboured under many difadvantages ; when a foffil 
qwas to be examined, the fpecimen was injured. The zoologift 
defcribes an animal without killing it ; and the botani(ft a plant 
without plucking it up by the roots : anda mineralogift ought, 
if poflible, to defcribe a foffil without mutilating or eres 
it. Befides, achemical analyfis is a work of confiderable dif- 
ficulty, requires moft commonly a confiderable length of time, 
and even when finifhed is demonftrative only of that individual 
(ybftance to which it has been applied ; fo that a mineralogift 
might {till remain doubtful, whether a new fpecimen, was or 
was not of the fame nature with that already analyfed. Re- 
courfe mult therefore be had to defcription. Inthe year 1774, 
after many unfuccefsful attempts to obviate the defects of Lin- 
nzus and his followers, Mr. Werner reduced, to as much preci- 
fion as it was capable of receiving, the defcriptive language of 
mineralogy. Ireland has produced, in Mr. Kirwan, a judicious 
follower of the German Werner ; and, in Scotland, Mr. 
Jamefon feems, from the prefent publication, to be by no 
means an unworthy dilciple of the fame fchool. 


** The Outline,” fays the author, at the conelufion of a tolerably 
well-written Introduction, ** which | now lay before the public, may 
be thought tedious: it is true, I have not Followed the plan of a Med- 
key, having adhered entirely to mineralogical obfervation, without de- 
viating, in any inftance, to general fubjects, which only diftra our 
attention, and pleafe the fancy, without any real advantage, What I 
bere aim at is to be a faithful nagrator of the appearances which na- 
ture prefented to my view. This may appear to fome an eafy bufi- 
nefs: to me it has peculiar difficulties. obfervance of nature in 
a cabinet, and among the mountains of a wild country, are very dif- 
ferent employments: in this lait, not only the multiplicity of rhe ap- 
pearances, the wonderful and tremendous f{cenery, but the frequent oc- 
currence of ftorms, and the obfcurity which nature, by chefs means, 
throws over her moft interefting productions, make us liable to error, 
notwithftanding our greateft care and attention. To conclude, when 
it is confidered that, in fuch fituations, we are often obliged to examine 
not oaly the different mineral fubftances, but alfo their numerous gra- 
dations, and the pofition of ftrata with their various turnings and fu- 
prapofitions, I hope thefe fheets will not be viewed with the eye of 
fevere criticifm, but with that indulgence which a perfon naturally 
claims, whofe chief appeal to an impartial public is this, That thefe 
are the ‘notes of one* young ina fcience, in which the moft expe- 
rienced of its votaries are often embarrafled.”’ 





— 
— 


* From undoubted authority we have learnt, that Mr, Jamefon was 
Rot eighteen years old when he took his tour through the Iflands, about 
four years ago, 
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48 Mineralogy of the Shetland Iflands. 


With refpe& tothe plan which Mr. Jamefon follows, we 
fhall prefent our readers with what he himfelf fays of it at 
Pp. 10. 


«« In writing the mineral hiftory of any country, various plans have 
been followed; but thefe ufually depend more upon the degree of in- 
formation which the author is poffeiled of, than a predileCtion for any 
peculiar fpecies of writing. ‘Thus a thorough examination of all the 
itrata of a eertain diliri€t, their peculiarity of form, fituation, and 
compofition, is beft detailed in the form of a hiftory, whereas a fupet- 
ficial and lefs fatisfa¢tory examination, is ufually related in the manner 
of a journal. Of mineralogical hiftories, however, there are but few, 
except fome difquifitions by German authors ; nor is this to be won- 
dered at, confidering the infant ftate of the fcience, and the great la- 
bour attending inveiligations of this kind. It is not fufficient that 
we obferve a itratum as we pafs along, and remark its appearance again 
in fome diftant quarter, but we muit trace it from its commencement, 
through all its various turns, to its termination, afcertaining at the 
fame time its connection with others, their mutual gradations, with 
many other general and particular obfervations which require a lofig 
and careful inveftigation. On the other hand, mineralogifts, in tra- 
velling through undefcribed countries, have given much ufeful and 
antereiting information in the form of a journal ; thus Sauffure, Char-. 
penticr, Feber, and others, have in this way detailed a great numberof 
facts, and diffufed a very confiderable tafte for enquiries of this.kind. . 

** In the Outline which | am now to give of the Shetland Iflands 
and the Ifland of Arran, I find it convenient to follow the method of 
a journal as belt fuited to the general view I am to take.” 


Such is the plan of the work before us; and, from, its nature, 
our readers mutt perceive the difficulty of artempting any ana- 
lyfis of it. We have perufed it with pleafure, and have found 
it to contain a conliderable quantity of ufeful information. 


Mr. Jamefon is remarkably fuccefsful in thofe parts of his — 


work, where he combats and refutes the fanciful theories of 
Dr. Hutton, refpecting geology and the formation of different 
fotlils. Some of thefe remarks we had intended to lay before 
our readers; but as Dr. Hutton’s opinions are rapidly finking 
into oblivion, we do not wifh to obtrude any further refutation 
of them on the public, 

Though the defcriptions which Mr. Jamefon gives of the 
trata, veins, &c. are of themfelves clear and diftin&, yet the 
refetences to the plates are of confiderable wfe to the reader. 

The Appendix contains feveral obfervations and experi- 
ments on peat, kelp, and coal, which at firft fight appeared to 
us unconnected with a mineralogical journal ; but as the author 
remarks, that ‘* the fubftances occur in the Iflands I haye been 
defcribing, and are there objeéts of great importance,” weadmit 
that the contents of the Appendix are not without ee 
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Anti-Facobin republifoed. 49 
s alfo, that thefe obfervations and experiments ‘* are to 
aaa only as the beginning of an inveftigation which 
I hope foon to profecute im a more extenfive manner.” We 
therefore forbear any account of them, and fhall wait till this 
oung fon of Science favours the public with his intended pub- 
ae which, from the prefent {pecimen, we are led to be- 
lieve, will be worthy the attention of naturalifts. 





Arr. VIII. The Anti-Facobin, or Weekly Examiner. InTwe 
Volumes. Fourth Edition, revifed and corredied. %vo. 
6,2 and 654 pp. 18s. Wright, Piccadilly. 1799. 


BREE complete editions of this work having been fold, 
and a fourth demanded, it has been at length judged ex- 
pedient to reprint it in 8vo, We are glad, for our part, to 
exchange the loofe and inconvenient form of a newfpaper for 
that of a portable volume, and to have the work, inftead of 
being confined to the parlour window, enabled henceforth to 
take its place on the table or fheif of the library. 

To render it as little unworthy of this change as poffible, 
the prefent edition has, we underftand, been carefully revifed, 
Such errors as efcaped notice in the confufion and hafte of a 
periodical publication, have been corrected or removed. The 
ftyle has been in furne places improved ; and where abridgment 
could be admitted, without injury to the fenfe or fpirit of a 
paflage, it has been generally received. ‘The pofleffors of the 
former editions, however, have not much to complain of—a 
nice and curious eye will be neceffary to difcover the changes 
introduced : nor do we think it important to point them out*, 
A few notes have been added. 

To us, who carefully obferved the progrefs of the waek, and 
felt a lively fatisfa&tion in its uncommon fuccefs, it will be a 
pleafing tafk to enlarge a little on its éffeéts ; on the good it 
has done ; and on the evil it has prevented, 





—— 


oe 


_* We may mention, however, that there are a few additions: pare 
a an Ode to Lord Moira, vol. i, p. 380, which, we believe, 
was fi — in the “True Briton; and a new ftanga to Rogero's 
inimitable fong, vol. ii, p. 430. A great quantity of fly and quiet 
humour is alfo introd in the Index. See the atticles, Lead, &ec. 
&c, and moft of the political names, : + 
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To do this with effect, it will be previoufly neceflaty.to take: 
a brief retrofpect of public affairs at the commencement of 
the la{t feflion, the period of its firft appearance, | 

At that time a general gloom prevailed through the coun- 
try. France was loud and frequent in her menaces ; and her 
preparations far a defcent on our coaft were fo earneft and 
extentive, as to terrify the ignorant, and excite ferious appre- 
henfion in the beft informed. Bold and untried {chemes of 
finance ; fuch, as none but a Minifter, who held the preferva- 
tion of his country paramount to every other confideration 
would have fuggefted—were to be brought ferward to meet the 
growing exigencies of the times; and fuch exertions to be 
made on both elements, as, after a fix year’s ftruggle, the moft 
fanguine difpofitions could with difficulty conceive to be pof- 
fible. 

Oppofition too, were not then what they are at prefent,. 
They had yet fome remains of credit for talents, integrity, and 
a love of their country. ‘Thofe fcenes had not yet happened 
at taverns, at Maidftone, and elfewhere, which, united with 
their language concerning Ireland and parliamentary condud, 
or rather their nullity, feem to have deprived them of all ra- 
tienal influence in the country. 

The Jacobin prints too, of which that party were at once the 
patrons and the dupes, flood in fome degree of eftimation for 
talents, which more accurate examination has proved them not ta’ 
have pofleffed. It was not yet difcovered that they were as 
weak as they were wicked ; and that, {tripped of their falfe- 
hood and impiety, they prefented little to the half-averted eye, 
but a Joathfome mals of. flat and anvarying malevolence. 

Thus circumltanced were affairs, when this paper firft ap- 
peared at the opening of the feffion. How they ftood at its 
clofe, every Enghthman will tell with exultation. Defpon- 
dency was no more; hope brightened every face, and ex- 
panded every heart; the threats of invafion were retorted with 
ten-fold cffeét en an enetny, who bluthed at their awn me- 
naces ; the whole nation did juflice to the magnanimity and 
wifdom of thofe who had protected them fe well, threw them- 
felves with the molt perfect confidence into the bofom of a 
government, with whofe fecurity and well-being they had at- 
length learned, in {pite of fophiftry and falfehoeds, fully to 
identify. their own. 

Among the caufes which confpired, in a greater or lefs de- 
gree, to produce this unporiaot change, it would be injuftice 
nok to admit the Aati-Jacobio Newipaper, The great maf 
of good was doubrlefs effected, as it always muft be, by the 
naitence and vigour of parliament: and, foran animated abltra® 
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Mati-Facebin republifbed. | 5% 
of jts exertions, we refer with pleafare to a mafter-piece of 
elegance and precifion, an unrivalled difplay of political in- 
formation and fagacity, publifhed in the ‘Thirty-fitth Number 
of this paper, under the title of a Review of the Seffion, 

Bur with refpe@& to the Anti-Jacobin itfelf, iis-obje was 
clearly and diftinétly announced in the Profpe@tus; which met 
the withes and received the patronage of the public. A pas 
tronage which continued with increafing warmth to the final 
termination of the work, with the feffion of parliament. 

Much of its fuccefs mutt undoubtedly-be afcribed to that 
love for the genuine principles of the cunititution; fo deeply 
fixed in the breaft of every true Englilimany, and which ever 
leads him to patronize and prore& whatever tends to maintain 
and inforce them ; but fornething muft alfo be allowed tothe 
uncommon excellence of many of the papers which make up 
the publication. 

The papers on Finance, for inftance, cannot be too highly 
commended. ‘They combat, with fuccefs, the fophiitries of 
party, and the wilful miftakes of Jacobinifm; they explain 
with clearnefs, and define with precifion, the advantages to be 
derived from the perfeCtion of a fyftem, novel in its execution, 
and extenfive in its Confequences, 

The letters, figned Detedor, too, are entitled to every praife. 
They are evidently from a mafterly hand; and, exclufive of 
their merit as elegant compofitibns, have the fingular good for- 
tune of deftroying a fabrication which, from the wicked ‘in 
duftry of fome, and the culpable inattention of others, has 
done more to further the defigns of the defpots of France, than 
their armies or their gold, 

When we fay * deltroyed,” we do not mean that any of 
thofe works which are compofed by the inveterate enemies of 
the peace, and profperity, and happinefs of the country, will 
recant their error, and lament that they once made thofe pre- 
tended treaties of Pavia and Pilnitz, the war cry agaitt every 
country that did not fubmiffively receive the yoke of France. 
No— We know from experience, that fuch writers never re= 
tract a fentence that promifes to ferve the imterefts or honour 
of that country; but we do cenceives that the furgery is here 
placed fo far beyond the power of difpute, that no future dif- 
putant, however {trongly inclined, will fubject hitnfel¥ to the 
ridicule that muft foliow the attempt to bring it forward ; or 
will think it worth the pains to attempt the re-eftablifhment of 
its credit. 

Of the Peery, little need be faid. Its excellence is univer- 
fally allowed. Learning, taftc, fpirit, elegance, harmony, 
and invention, are mot, however, its fole merits; nor will the 
D2 reader 
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52 Anti-Facobin republifhed. 


reader who confiders it only with refpe& to thofe qualities, be 
enabled to judge of its true and genuine claims to applaufe ; 
which conti in attacking, with unperalleled dexterity and 
kumour, that hateful medley of ignorance, vanity, fpleen, and 
irreligion, which under the impudently afflumed mafk of phi- 
lofophy and candour, labours to deftroy all the endearing cha- 
sities of life, to weaken or tear afunder all the bands of fociety, 
and to render man a felfith, brutified, and unprincipled favage ! 
As a part of this general plan, fome of shale Gesenah plays were 
undoubtedly defigned, and as the fafhion of tranflating them was 
gaining ground very faft, the check given to their credit by the 
very juft ridicule thrown upon them in the 3oth and gift num- 
bers of the paper, may be confidered as of great public utility. 
When thefe originals pafs through fuch hands as thofe of Mrs. 
Inchbald, neither their abfurdities nor their poifon will be per- 
mitted to remain ; but there are perfons of a different ftamp at 
work, whoonly want alittle encouragement to transfufe into our 
language every thing they can find of pernicious tendency in any 
other. The didaétic poems form a moft excellent fatire on 
falfe tafte and bad poetry, united with bad principles. But as 
we with to give fome fpecimen of the poetry for the fake of 
forme diftant readers, whom perhaps the Anti-Jacobin Newf- 
naper might not have reached, we will take it from the admi- 
rable poem which eae in the laft number. Amidfta 
variety of paffages which claim our notice, we fix our choice 
on the noble apoftrophe to the poets of the age, to refift the 
terrent of iniquity. 


«* But fay,—indignant does the Mufe retire, 
Her fhrine deferted, and extin@ its fire ? 


No pious hand to feed the facred flame, 
No raptur’d foul a Poet’s charge to claim ? 


Bethink thee, G—rr—rp, when fome future age 
Shall trace the promife of thy playful page ;— 
** *The Nand which brufh’d a fwarm of fools away 
«*« Should roufe to gra’ a more reluctant prey !” 
Think then, will pleaded indolence excufe 
The tame feceflion of thy languid Mufe? 


Ah! where is now that promife? why fo long 
Sleep the keen thafts of fatire and of fong ? 





— Siete 







* «* See the motto prefixed to “* The Baviad,” a fatirical poem, by 
W. Gifford, Efg. unqueftionably the beft of its kind, fince the days 
of Pope. 

—————-_ Nunc in ovilia 

Mox in reluctantes dracones," asi 
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@h! come, with Tafte and Virtue at thy fide, 

With ardent zeal inflam’d, and — pride ; 

With keen poetic glance direct the blow, 

And empty all thy quiver on the foe :— 

No few 2B reft—’till weltering on the round 

The poifonous Hydra lies, and pierc’d with many a wound, 


Thou too !—the *namelefs Bard, whofe honeft zea} 
For Law, for Morals, fer the Public Weal, 
Pours down impetuous on thy Country’s Foes 
The ftream of verfe, and many-languaged profe} 
Thou too !—though oft thy ill-advis’d diflike 
The guiltlefs head with random cenfure ftrike,-— 
Though quaint allufions, vague and undefin’d, 
Play taintly round the ear, but mock the mind ;— ; 
Through the mix’d mafs yet ‘Truth and Learning thine, 
And manly vigour ftamps the nervous line ; 
And patriot warmth the generous rage infpires, 
And wakes and points the defultory fires! 





Yet more remain unknown :—for who can tej 
What bafhful Genius, in fome rural cell, 
As year to year, and day fucceeds to day, 
In joylefs leifure waftes his life away ? 
In him the flame of early Fancy fhone ; 
His genuine worth his old companions own ; 
In childhood and in youth their chief confefs’d, : 
His matter’s pride, his pattern to the reftt. 
Now, far aloof retiring from the ftzife 
Of bufy talents, and of ative life, 
As, from the loop-holes of retreat, he views 
Our Stage, Verfe, Pamphlets, Politics, and News, 
He loaths the world,—or with reflection fad 
Concludes it irrecoverably mad ; 
Of Tafte, of Learning, Morals, all bereft, 
No hope, no profpe&t to redeem it left. 


Awake! fog fhame! or e’er thy nobler fenfe 
Sink in th’ oblivious pool of Indolence ! 
Muft Wit be found alone on Falfehood’s fide, 
Unknown to Truth, te Virtue unallied ? 
Arife! nor fcora thy country’s juft alarms ; 
Wield in her caufe thy long neglected arms : 
Of lofty fatire pour th’ indignant ftrain, 
Leagued with her friends, and ardent to maintain 
*"Gaintt Learning’s, Virtue’s, Truth’s, Religion’s foes, 
A kingdom’s fatety, and the world’s repofe. 





* The author of ‘* The Purfuits of Literature.” 


& Some particular perfon is evidently here alluded to; we with 
much to know who. Rev. 
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If Vice appal thee,—if thou view with awe 
Infults that brave, and crimes that ’{cape the law ;~« 
Yet may the fpecious baftard brood, which claim 
A {purious under Virtue’s name, 

S rang from that parent of ten thoufand orimes, 

he New Pbilofophy of modetn times,-— 

Yet, thefe may roufe thee |—With unfparing hand 
Oh, lath the vile impoftures from the land! 


Firft, ftern Por LANTHROPY :—not fhe, who dries 
The orphan’s tears, and wipes the widow’s eyes ; 
Not the, who, fainted Charity her guide, 
Of Britith bounty pours the annual tide :-— 
But French Puttaxturor y ;—whole boundlefs mind 
Glows with the general love of ali mankind ;— 
PHILaANTHROPY,—beneath whofe banefal {way 
Each patriot paffion tmks, and dies away. 


Taoght in her {chool t’ imbibe thy mawkih ftrain, 
Conporcer, filter'd through the dregs of ‘Paine, 
Each pert adept difowns a Briron’s part, 

And plucks the name of Encuanp from his heart. 


What, fhall a name, a word, a found controul 
Th’ afpiring thought, and cramp th’ expantive foul? 
Shall one half-peopled iffand’s rocky round 
A love, that glows for al] creation, bound ? 

And focial charities contra& the plan 

Fram’d for thy freedom, untversat Man? 
—No—through th’ extended globe his feelings run, 
As bread and general as th” unbounded fun! 

No narrow bigot he ;—his reafon'd view 

Thy interefts, England, ranks with thine Peru / 
France at our doors, he fees no danger nigh, 

But heaves for 7 urkey’s woes th’ impartial figh ; 

A tteady patriot of the world alone, 

The friend of ev'ry country—but his own. 


Next comes a gentler virtue.—Ah! beware 
Left the harfh verfe her fhrinking foftnefs fcare. 
Vifit her not too roughly ,—the warm figh 
Breathes on her lips ;—the tear-drop gems her eye, 
Sweet Sensipitity, who dwells enfhrin’d 
In the fine foldings of the feeling mind ;— 
With delicate Aé; mofia’s fenfe endu’d, 
Who, fhrinks inftin¢tive from a hand too rude; 
Or, like the Anagallis, prefcient flow'r, 
Shuts her foft petals at th’ approaching fhow’r. 


Sweet child of fickly Fancy !—Her of yore 
From her lov’d France Rousszav to exile bore; 
And, while midit lakes and mountains wild he ran 
Full of himfelf, and fhunn’d the haunts of man, 
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_ Tanght her e’er each Ione vale and Alpine fteep 
To lifp the ftory of his wtongs, and weep ; 
Taught her to cherifh ftill in either eye, 
Of tender tears a plentiful fupplys 
And pour them in the brooks that babbled by ;—~ 
—Taught by nice f{cale to meet her feelings ftrong, 
Falfe by degrees, and exquifitely wrong ;— 
—For the crufh’d beetle, ,—the widow’d dove, 
And all the warbled forrows of the grove ;— 
Next for poor fuffering Guilt ;—and, /af of all, 
For Parents, Friends, a King and Country’s fall, 


Mark her fair votaries, prodigal of grief, 
With curelefs pangs, and woes that mock relief, 
Droop in foft forrow o’er a faded flow’r; 
O’er a dead Jack-afs pour the pearly fhow’r : 
But hear, unmov’d, of Losre’s enfanguin’d flood, 
Choak’d up with flain ;—of Lyons drench’d in blood ; 
Of crimes that blot the age, the world with fhame, 
Foul crimes, but ficklied o’er with Freedom’s name ; 
Altars and thrones fubverted, focial life 
‘Trampled to earth,—the hufband from the wife, 
Parent from child, with ruthlefs fury totn,— 
Of talents, honour, virtue, wit, forlorn, 
In friendlefs exile,—of the wife and good 
Staining the daily feaffold with their blood,— 
Of favage cruelties, that {care the mind, 
The rage of madnefs with Hell’s luits combin’d— 
Of hearts torn reeking from the mangled breaft,— 
They hear—and hope, that ALL 13 FOR THE BEST.” 
Vol, ii, p. 624. 
The articles under the head of Foreign Intelligence have no 
claim to particular mention, but fuch as arife from their inva- 
riable accuracy. Theyare plain unadorned relations, ef fuch 
facts as fell under the writer’s notice. But we fhould not 
do juftice to this publication, if we forebore to obferve, that 
the fummary of continental politics which ufually follows 
thofe articles, contains the moft correct difplay of the fraud, and 
hypocrify, and violence, and rapacity, andcruelty,and ambition, 
of France, that has yet been prefented to the public—thefe ele- 
gant and animated {tri¢tures cannot be too often read—rthey are 
a Warning Voice to this country and to civilized Europe 3 (in 
many of whofe languages they’ havealready appeared) and if 
foie little fpirit, and if fome faint traces of a fenfe of national 
dignity and honour, have lately manifefted themfelves where all 
before was felf-abafement and defpair, it is not too much to 
aflume, that the amelioration has been forwarded by this part 
ef the Anti-Facobin, 
That 
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Anti-Facobin republifbed. 


That alfo which may more particularly be called the con. 
troverfial part of this paper—the detection of Lies, &c. has 
by no means been without itsufe. It has thown, that Jacobi. 
nifm is propagated and maintained by the operation of 
malevolence upon ignorance; that its great end is, under a fpe.- 
cious clamouring for fome wild and undefinable obje& (which 
is dignified with the name of liberty) to confound and deftroy 
all property, all falutary fway, all diftiné&t notions of right and 
wrong, and on their ruins to ereét the ‘* throne of Chaos” 
—the mifrule of eternal pillage and profcription, of fottith- 
nefs and of vanity, of blind fury, of impiety, and of France! 

We have faid perhaps enough, to account fer the favourable 
reception which the Anti-‘Facobin has never failed to experi- 
ence. But it has other claims to the kindnefs of the public. 
What we have mentioned had already, perhaps, fuggefted itfelf 
to every reader ; but there are other circumftances not gene- 
rally known, and which at this time it would be neither ufeful, 
nor expedient to divulge, in which this country has materially 
profited by hints (fufficiently intelligible to thofe for whofe ad- 
monition they were intended) firft conveyed to them through 
the medium of this publication. One inftance may be given. 
The letter in the 16th number, figned 4 conftant Reader, fruf- 
trated, as we are clearly informed, a moft artful and wicked 
fcheme, to drive this country into a premature and ruinous 
peace. How it became known tothe writer, is not material 
to enquire: but the prime and fubordinate agents of the plan, 
finding it developed in all its parts, and their defigns in bringing 
it forward completely anticipated and expofed, inftantly dropt 
the whole. Gallois returned te France with rage and difap- 
pointment in his heart, and his affrighted coadjutors flunk 
haftily back to filence and obfcurity. ° 

We cannot but regret two things.  Firft, that a publication, 
fo excellently conducted, fhould have ceafed with the feffion 
that produced it: though certainly no more was promifed than 
that degree of continuance. In the fecond place, we regret 
that, owing to ter gros quantity of matter contained in thefe 
papers, the price of this republication fhould be of neceffity fo 
high. Withing them the moft extenfive circulation, we are 
forry that price fhould form any kind of obftacle. We learn, 
however, as fome counterbatance to this regret, that a fmall 
edition of the poetry alone is in the prefs ; fo that they who 
cannot allow themfelves the whole work, may at leaft enjoy 
the marrow of it at their eafe, 
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Febb on an Union. 57 


Arr. 1X. A Replyto a Pamphlet, entitled, Arguments Sor and 
againf? an Union, By Richard Febb, Efg. S8vo. 67 pp. 
Jones, Dublin. 4798. 


F all the adverfaries to an union of Ireland and Great 
Britain, this writer appears to us the ableft and molt in- 
enious; on which account, and becaufe this tract has not, 
we believe, been reprinted in London, we ropole to pive ita 
more full excmination than has been. beftowed on the gene- 
rality of fuch publications, which our readers will find clatfed 
together in the political part of our Catalogue. The auther 
fets out by candidly admitting, that “ if Englifh mannets, 
Englifh morals, Englith arts, and, above all, Englifh liberty, the 
arent of whatever adorns and exalts England above the reft of 
the world, were to follow” an union, we thould ® laugh at the 
filly detlaimer that would talk of national pride and national 
independence.’ But, he thinks, ** none of thefe happy con- 
fequences are to be expe&ted” from this meafure, but that the 
greaielt dangers are to be dreaded from it, * extending per- 
haps to the conneétion itfelf.” 

To the argument, that ** a collifion between the two coun- 
tries is to be apprehended from the prefent {tate of their connec- 
tion,” he anfwers, that ** no circumftance that has hitherto 
caufed any difcuffion between the kingdoms now exifts.” The 
cafe of a regency he admits to be a cafus omiffus in the Irith 
conftitution, and propofes that it fhould be fettled by making 
the Regent of Great Britain Regent of Ireland, with the fame 
powers, and under the fame rettriQions. Whether the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland would eafily confent to fuch an abridgment of 
the power which, on a late occafion, they claimed and exercifed, 
it is not our bufinefs to enquire. But furely many probable 
cafes may be imagined, in which the independence lately fe- 
cured to that legiflature, might be produdtive of great jealoufy 
and inconvenience, if not danger, to the connection between 
that kingdom and Great Britain. 

One of the author’s principal arguments againft the meafure 
in queftion, is grounded en ** the fuperior advantage of a do- 
me(tic Parliament for the regulation of dongftic concerns*.”” 
But it {till remains to be proved, that a number of refpe@table 





* It is generally underftood, ‘* that the commercial propofitions were 
finally rejected by the Parliament of Ireland, ape € becaufe they con- 
tained” a ftipulation that the commercial laws of that kingdom fhould 
fallow thofe of Great Britain, 
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s§ | ebb on an Union. 


and well-informed reprefentatives of Ireland would not, when 
furting in the United Parliament, poilefs all the local knowledge 
and ability requifite for condu€ting the affairs of their own 
country. We agree with him in praifing the zeal and vigi. 
lance of the Inith Parliament, in their-meafures for fuppreffin 

the late rebellion ; but we are far from thinking that thofe 
Englifh Peers and Commoners, who (as this author juftly 
ftates) mifunderflood the nature of that rebellion, had as good 
information as would be poffefled by members fent from Ireland 
to an United Parliament, -Although fuch a Parliament would 
not ‘ fit on the fpot,” a large portion of its members would 
refort thither during every recefs, and, like the members tor 
diftant counties, return well inftru€ted tn every point material 
to the welfare of their country, This argument is, how. 
ever urged with ability, and deferves attentive confideration, 
« No reafonable man,” this author fays, ‘* complains of the 
fuperintending and directing powers of a Britifh cabinet.” He 
cannot furely bave forgotien the loud clamour againft thofe 
powers raifed by Mr. Grattan and his friends , that the Addrefs 
of that gentleman to his late conftituents, confiders them (how- 
ever unjuftly) asa violation of Irifa independence. Nor can 
we a; ree with Mr. Jebb, that the counfels of an United Parlia- 
ment would (as to the affairs of Ireland) be in’ no degrée in- 
fiuenced by the Irifh members, who would probably conftituie 
2 phalanx, formidable even in number, powerful in talents and 
ability, and naturally prompt, on occalions where the interelts 
of Ireland were concerned, to add their weight to the party 
moft favotrable to her welfare. 

We cannot enlarge, in this place, on the religious differences 
fubfifting in Ireland, which this author thinks would be in- 
flamed rather than quieted by an Union. But the reader may 
compare his arguments on this topic with thofe of Mr. Cooke, 
and of the writer whom we {hall next have occafion to notice. 

To obviate the ftrong objeflions which have been made to 
the prefent relative fituations of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
prefent author propofes fome regulations very important and 
uleful ; but perhaps more difficult to be effeed, or put on a 
permanent footing, than the propofed Union itfelf. 

Aware of the effential benefits produced to Scotland by an 
Union, he takes great pains to diflinguifh her fituation from 
that of Ireland. His great topic is the fuperior wealth and 
confequence of the tatrer kingdom. But, rf we admit her to 
be fill capable of great improvement, and that fuch improve- 
ment has been ‘src to Scotland by Aer Union, the analogy 
wil {hk be fufficient to form the ground of a very important 
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Letter to Mr. Spenfer, by a Barrifter. 69 


The remaining topics of this pamphlet are chiefly a di(cuffion 
of the effects upon the trade of Ireland, likely to enfue from 
an Umoo ; which, the writer argues, would produce no com-~ 
mercial advantages to that country, fuperior to thofe fhe at 
prefent enjoys ; an examination of the queftion, to what de- 
gree a0 Union would increafe the number of abfentees ; a de- 
fence of the conduct of the Irifh bar, in declaring againft an 
Union ; an ingenious, rather than a juft attempt, to difcredit 








land the meafure, by reprefenting it as a Revolution ({imilar to thofe 
ould lately effeéted by France) and an argument, that leflening the 
ould number of Irifh reprefentatives, would ftrengthen the influence 
$ for of minifters, and confequently endanger the liberty of both 
erial kingdoms. It is not our purpofe to examine the juftice and 
OW. eftimate the force of thefe feveral arguments; but, on the laft, 
ton, we cannot help remarking, that if the quantum of Irith re- 
the refentation would be leilened, probably its weight and re- 
He {peétability would be increafed ; as it would, no doubt, confilt 
hofe of men of the largeit property, of the higheft charaéter, and 
refs confequently the moft fecure from corrupt influence. 
OW The following fentence (in an early part of the tra) is fo 
can replete with patriotic energy, that, as a fpecimen of the au. 
lia. thor’s manner, we will cite it in his own words; and with thefe 
Ins we will conclude. , 
ny: «* For myfelf l aver, that however warm my feelings of national 
and pride, feelings which in me are as much Ezglif as Jrifh, I fhould rather 
efts fubmit to the uncontrouled domination of England, and to the deftruc- 
irty tion of our Parliament, without any equivalent real or pretended, than 
accept aid of France; fo rooted is my deteftation of her horrid prin- 
ces ciples, and fo firm is my conviction that the day which fhould make 
ine us her ally, would confirm us her flave, that I would myfelf co- 
nay operate in Keeping down the profperity of my Country, if her be- 
ke, coming “* too powerful,” were to end in fuch a cataftrophe.” P, 19. 
ce. 
to - * ome 
the & 
ind Art. X. Letter to Tifoua Spenfer, Efq. .ocgafioned by bis 
ia Thoughts onan Union. Bya Barrifier. 8vo. 42 pp. Ar- 
cher, Dublin. 1798, 3 
ee E have perufed the traét now before us with that fatis- 
nd faction, which an enlarged view of the fubject, unaf- 
is feed candour, and manly eloquent language, cannot. fail 
mm ta excite, The grounds upon which the important quef- 
by tton of an Union is placed by this writer, appear to us 
ad the moft folid that have hitherto been ftated, and are very 


ably explained. The author fhall therefore, fo far as our 
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60 Letter to Mr. Spenfer, by a Barrifter. 


fpace will allow it, be permitted to fpeak for himfelf. Af 
fome expoftulation with the gentleman whom he addrefies, 
proceeds to delineate the lateand prefent ftate of Ireland, wi 
dark pencil indeed, but in a {tyle, we fear, too nearly refembi 
the truth, Referring to the outrages ‘* della plus quam civilig 


which lately difgraced, and ftill difyrace the nation, he arg 
that 


** No alteration in the prefent laws, while the mode of adminif 
them remains as it is, can ever remove them. ‘The re-enacting of f 
code which kept the bulk of the people in flavery, might,” he admi 
** with the affiftance of England, reftore a fpecies of horrid tranquilliy 


the refult of oppreflion and fear ; but to what a condition would) | 
reftore Ireland ?” 


He then flates the prefent difpute between the Proteftar 
and Catholics for afcendancy, and afks the former, if “ the 
are prepared, in the prafent mode of adminiflering the te 
fin, to grant or to withhold the claims which the Catholig 
make for political power?” He argues forcibly, that “ fom 
change mult be made—fome radical change, which will r 
move the evilin the only permanent way in which fuch evi 
can be removed, by removing the caufe of them.” This, lv 
thinks, can only be done by an Union. After ftating brie 
and forcibly, in what an Union confifts, he thus explains th 
principles on which it fhould be grounded. 


** We will fuppofe an enlightened ftatefman, well acquainted wit 
the bleflings of the Englith conftitution, defirous of forming an ch 
cient government for 14,000000 of people fituate as the inhabital 
of thele countries are, and that his obje¢t was, as the obje¢t of fucht 
perfon would neceffarily be, to encreafe the power of the ftate, an 
the comfort and happinefs of the people to the greateft degree thi 
both were capable of: and that local pride and dignity and important 
were out of the queftion, and that nothing but a common general it 
tereft was to be attended to ; would he not fay to them all, ‘* forma 
government that is ces to your firength and fecurity, form it upi 
the model of the Britifh conttitution, ¢haz is necefYary to your comion 
and happinefs, Let your metropolis be where, from whatever caulty 
the greateft number of your people are affembled, where the greatet 
portion of your national wealth is accumulated, where the greatch 
degree of trade exifts, and where the majefty and {plendour of a gre 
nation are beft and moft efficiently reprefented—Let every part of yout 
extended kingdom have the means and the channels of indufiry throw 
equally open to all—with the power of commanding the trade of th 
univerfe, identify your interefts ip fuch a way, that petty jealoufie 
and local advantages may give way toa fenfe of general profper'ty: 
Be affured that in whatever portion of the umited kingdoms wealth 
accumulated, it will find its way through unnoticed channels, and per 
vade and frudtify the whole.” United as the kingdom of Englast 

me 





te 
& the 


In [Ti fee 
a 
. fome 
rill 

h evi 
his, he 
brief 


ins th 


dd with 
an ef 
abitans 


te, an 
ec tht 


Letter to Mr. Spenfer, by a Barrifter. 61 


» is, does London feel, as any way detrimental to its interefts, the 
Jule profperity of Briftol, or the rifing and almoft rivaling commerce 
Liverpool ?—-are the exertions of Manchetter and Birmingham, 
bere is realized the ** potentiality of growing rich beyond the dreans 

avarice,” reftrained by the jealoufies of any other part of the king- 
om. It will not be aflerted, What is the reafon for this want of 
caloufy ? becaufe 2 common legiflature has but a common interett ; be- 
aufe the profperity of Briftol or Manchefter is inditiolubly connected 
ith the re(t of the empixe, makes of necefflity a part of it, and isdaf- 
ufed, in its fertilizing etfets through the whole.” P. 14. 


He follows this ftatement by an argument, which appears 
ous very forcible and juit. 


«« So long,” he fays, ** as the kingdoms remain connected by the 
ngle and precarious bond which at prefent holds them together, the 
findinefs of intereit is perpet ually before the eyes of the retpettive in- 

habitants, The idea of poffible future feparation is perpetually in 
heir view. ‘The increafing ftrength and wealth of the inferior coun- 

y render this idea at once more pra¢ticable and formidable.”’ 


He purfues this idea with great ability, and argues, that be- 
ore his countrymen 

“ can hopethat England will promote their interefts to the utmoft 

tent of which their fituation is capable, fhe mut be affured that 
hey make part of herfelf. ‘Ihey mutt be placed beyond the reach of 
reign cabal, or the temptation to internal confpiracy ; which both 


rife from the fuppofed practicable diffolution ot the connection be- 
yeen the two countries,” 


This author combats very fenfibly the objection, that an 
Union will remove from Ireland the wifble figns of the Britith 
onftitution ; and, again adverting to the idea of diffindine/s, 
“ which is perpetually prefent to the mind both of the Englith 
nd Irith nation,” he admits, that an union might not ‘* at 
once deftroy this notion,” but doubts not, * that it would 
much diminifh its influence, and in time completely efface it.” 
After dwelling for fome time on this part of the fubje@, and 
reprobating the ‘* falfe dignity and affeéted importance” which 
would prevent the flattering hopes held out by an Union frown 
being realized, he properly cautions the adminiftration of both 
kingdoms from giving too much importance to fa@titious com- 
plaints, or from fuffering the opinion of any individual, how- 
ever refpectable, to divert them from ** the intention of fecur~ 
ing wealth and happinefs to a whole people.” On ‘‘ the com- 
petency of Parliament to effe& this change,” he argues, as we 
think, with great folidity and juttice. a as we have al- 
ready extended our account to a confiderable length, we will 
rie it with one extract more from this able and patriotic 
rork, 


** When. 








62 Dr. E. Smith's Traits. 
«* When I confidet the temper and difpofition of the inhabitants of 


Ireland at this day, the peculiar nature of their jealoufies and antipa. 
thies, long growing, deeply rooted, and now in full matarity, J fee ng 
hope of accommodation, or even of fectre hoftility, fave what is 
fented by an Union. If the Catholics fhould be admitted into the 
united legiflature, (and that would be a policy at once wife and libe. 
ral) their weight jn the general reprefentation of the kingdoms would 
be as a feather in the fcale. All ground for diffatisfaétion on the fcor 
of political authority would be removed, all poflibility of encroach. 
ment on the Protéftant eftablifhment through the medium of an ia. 
perial Parliament utterly done away: theit favourite argument of pre. 
ndera!ing numbers diffipated in a moment, and the authority of out 
shurch, as by law eftablifhed, fecured for ever. If, on the other hand, 
a contrary policy fhould be adopted, and the Catholics fhould ftill 
continue to be excluded from feats in the legiflature, a barrier of ten. 
fold the itrength of any that now exifts, would be placed between theif 
hopes and the accomplifhment of them ; inftead of a native Parlia 
ment, and a minority of fellow-citizens, they would have to contend 
with the united legiflature of the three kingdoms, with a majority of 
Proteftants greater than their.own boafted majority within this king. 
dom, and with the direét authority and power of the whole empire 
The firft plan of Union, namely, yielding to claims of the Catholics, 
would in my mind « ffeét the profperity and happinefs of this country 
for ever, and the lait would fecure at leaft its permanent tranquillity 


P. 33. 

We have now given the fubftance, and fome fpecimens, of 
a tract, which feems to us one of the moft able, and perhaps 
the moft convincing, which has yet appeared on a queltion of 
the higheit importance to the profpertty of the Britith empire, 
So mush have we been imprefled with its arguments, and fo 
much do we will for its circulation, that we fhould be much 

leafed to fee a republication of it (under a more general title) 
in this kingdom. 





Art. XI... Traéds relating ta Natural Hiifary. By Fames 
Edward Smith, Al. D. FL R. 8. &e. Sc. Prefident of the 
Linnean Soctety. 8VO. 312 pp. 5s. White. 1798. 


HE firft article in this pleafing publication is, a tranflation 

of Linnaus’s Preface to the Mnfeum Adolphi Friderici, a 
work containing defcriptions of the various natural produce 
tions in the Mufeum ot the then King of Sweden. The date 
of this work was 1754, and it bears {trong marks of the zra 
at which it was compofed ; containing many obfervations, 
which, though in general true of themfelyes, have yet a trifling 
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and unimportant appearance in the prefent day. Others are 
found which could have originated only in the credulity of 
former naturalifts; and fome whicn feem to be wrong and 
inconfiderate in point of fentiment. ‘Thus it is obferved, that 
Providence, in the cafe of poxious animals, has ordained 
others for their inveterate enemies; by which means, their too 
creat increafe is effectually prevented. As the Ichneumon, it 
is remarked, in the Eaft Indies, is ordained for the perfecution 
and partial deftruction of the Cohiler Naja, or Cobra de Ca- 
pello, fo is the Hog for that of the Ratile-Snake in America. 
But who does not immediately recolleét, that the Hog is nota 
native of America, being one of the European animals intro- 
duced there fince the difcovery of that continent? Itis very 
ftrange that Linnawus {hould have introduced the fame obferva- 
b . 
tion into the SyftemajNature. Again, he obferves that ‘* the 
Echeneis, or Remora, which of itfelf could not, without great 
difficulty, {wim faft enough to fupply itfelf with food, has ob« 
tained from its Creator an inftrument not much unlike a faw, 
with which it affixes itfelf to thips and the larger kind of fithes, 
and is thus tranfported gratis from one fhore of the world to 
the other.” 

The fecond article is a general outline of the progrefs of 
Natural Hiftory at large; but as this paper had hefore made 
its appearance in the fir(t volume of the Linnzo TranfaQionsy 
it of courfe becomes unneceilury to {pecify its contents. 

The next isa paper by Dr. Smith, which was read at the 
Royal Society in the year1788.. Lt isentitled ‘* Obfervations 
on the Irritability of Vegetables.” We fhall extrad a part 
of this paper, for the gratification of our readers. 


** Having often heard that the ftamina of the Barberry, Berberis 
communis, were endued with a confiderable degree of irritability, 1 made 
the experiment in Chelfea Garden, May 25, 1786, on a buth then ia 
full flower, It was about one o'clock P. M. the day bright and warm, 
with little wind. 

“« The ttamina of fuch of the Sowers as were open were bent back~ 
wards to each petal, and theltered themfelves under their concave tips, 
No fhaking of the branch appeared to have any effect wpon them, 
With a very {mall bit of ftick I gently touched the infide of one of the 
filaments, which inftantly {prung fromthe petal with confiderable force, 
ftriking its anthera againft the itigma. I repeated the experiment a 
great number of times; in each flower touching one filament after 
another, tili the tips of all fix were brought together in the centre over 
the ftigrna. 

** ] took home with me three branches Jaden with flowers, and. 
placed them in a jar of water, and in the evening tried the experi. 
ment.on fome of thefe dowers, then ftanding in my room, with the 
fame faccefs, 
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«* In onger to difcover in what particular part of the filaments this 
irritability refided, I cut off one of the petals with a very fine pair of 
fciflars, fo carefully as not to touch the flamen which ftood next it: 
then, with an extremely flender piece of quill I touched the outfide of 
the filament which had been next the petal, ftroking it from top to 
bottom; but it remained perfectly immoveable. ith the fame in. 
ftrument I then touched the back of the anthera, then its top, its 
edges, and at laft its infide ; ftill without any effect. But the quill 
being carried from the anthera down the infide of the filament, it no 
fooner touched that part than the ftamen fprung forwards with great 
vigour to the fligma, ‘lhis was often repee%ed with a blunt needle, 
a fine briftle, a feather, and feveral other things, which could not 
poaoly injure the ftructure of the part, and always with the fame 

c 

** To fome of the antherz Iapplied a pair of fciffars, fo 2s to bend 
their refpective filaments with fulicient force to make them touch the 
ftigma; but this did not produce the proper Contraction of the fila- 
ment. ‘The incurvation remained only fo long as the inftrument was 
applied; on its being removed, the ftamen returned to the petal by its 
natural elaflicity. But on the fciffars being applied to the irritable 
part, the anthera immediately flew to the {tigma, and remained there. 
A very fudden and finart fhock given to any part of a ftamen would, 
however, fometim:s have the fame effect as touching the irritable part, 

“* Hence it was evident, that the motion above defcribed was owing 
to an high degree of irritability in the fide of each filament, next the 
— by which, when touched, it contracts, that fide becomes 
fhorter than the other, and confequently the filament is bent towards the 
germen. I could not difcover any thing particular in the ftru€ture of 
that or any other part of the filament.” P. 165. 


‘© The purpofe which this curious contrivance of Nature anfwers in 

the private ceconomy of the plant, feems not hard to be difcovered. 
When the ftamina ftand in their original pofition, their antherz are 
effectually fheltered from rain by the concavity of the petals. Thus 
probably they remain ull fome infect, coming to extract honey from 
the bafe of the flower, throfts itfelf between their flaments, and almoit 
unavoidably touches them in the moft irritable part: thus the impreg- 
nation of the germen is performed; and as it is chiefly in fine funny 
weather that infects are on the wing, the pollen is alfo in fuch weather 
moft fit forthe purpofe of impregnation, It would be worth while to 
slace a branch of the Barberry flower in fuch a fituation, as that ne 
infect, or other irritating caufe, could have accefs to it; to watch 
whether in that cafe the anthe:z would ever approach the ftigma, and 
whether the feeds would be prol fic.” P, 170. 


The 4th article is a review of Mr. Curtis’s Botanical Ma- 
gazine. This appeared in the Analytical Review for January, 
1789, and beftows very juft and deferved praife on that elegant 

ublication. 

The two fucceeding articles are alfo from the Analytical Re- 
view. ‘The former relates to the fecond edition of Dr. Ber- 

2 kenhout’s 





ken 
and 
title 
Silk 
fe& 
mad 


Syft 
ther 
thar 
nwa 


b felle 


may 
The 
vile 
fhot 
cult 
have 
cula 
As, 
fifer 
whi 
whi 
isa 
the 
are 

fubj 


t Hes 
Sir 


cor 
of f 
and 
are 


pri 
a 


th 








n 


re 
1$ 


it 
z- 
y 
er 
@) 
@ 


id 


it 


pa 
f- 
L 






































Dr. EB. Smith's Traéts. 65 


kenhout’s Synopfis of the Natural Hiftory of Great Britain 5 
and the latter to a work publithed by S. Bertezen, in 8vo, en- 
titled, «¢ Thoughts on the different Kinds of Food given to 
Silkworms, and the Poffibility of their being brought tq Per- 
feGtion in the Ciimate of England ; founded on Experiments 
made near the Metropolis.” | 

To this fucceeds a kind of review of a Dutch edition of the 
Syftema Nature of Linnzus. This paper, which feems ra- 
ther to have been intended for the amufement of a vacant hour 
than as an obje&t of real importance, was read before the Lin- 
naan Society in March, 1789. When the Sy(tema Nature 
of Linnzus had arifen to celebrity, an ignorant Dutch book- 


S feller made up a fpurious tranflation of the work, in which, as 


may well be imagined, were committed innumerable blunders. 
The work was alfo accompanied with numerous plates, of the 
vileft kind ; which, fo far from reprefenting the things they 
fhould have referred to, were fo executed as to make it diffi- 
cult, in many inftances, to guefs for what they could poflibly 
have been intended. We fhall, however, pafs over the parti- 
culars of this account, and proceed to more important fubjects. 
As, for inftance, “ A Botanical Effay on the Genera of Dor- 
fiferous Ferns.” This is a paper tranflated from the Latin, 
which Dr. Smith had prefented to the Academy of Turin, and 
which was publifhed in their Memoirs for the year 1793. It 
isa curious paper, and contains a methodical diftribution of 
the genera of the Dorfiferous Ferns. The generic charaéters 
are given at length ; and the anthor was enabled to purfue the 


§ fubject to advantage, by a large colleétion of Ferns from the 
| Herbarium of the younger Linnzus, as well as from that of 


Sir Jofeph Banks. A plate is added of the generic characters. 

The remainder of the volume confilts of defcriptions, ac- 
companied by coloured figures of fome newly inftituted genera 
of plants. Thefe are of Auftralafian or New Holland growth, 
and are therefore interefting to every botanift. The genera 
are as follows : 

1. Sprengelia. In honour of Mr. Conrad Sprengler, of 
Spandow in Brandenburg, author of a valuable treatife on the 
manner in which infe€ts promote the impregnation of plants ; 
printed at Berlin, 19783, The only {pecies is the §, incarnata, 
a fhrub of abour two feet high. 

2. Weftringia. So named from- Mr. Peter Weftring, au- 
thor of a differtation on Lichens, printed in the Stockholm 
Tranfa@tions for the year 1794. ‘The only fpecies yet ob. 
ferved is the W. rofmarinifolia ; a fhrub, very much branched, 
and with leaves growing by fours. 

9. Boronia, 
BRIT. CRIT. VOL, XIII, JAN, 1799. 7 
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66 Arthur Fitz-Albini. 


3- Boronia. This genus, which forms the conclading q 
ticle of the volume, is inftituted as a tribute to the memo 
Francefco Borone, a Milanefe, who attended Dr. John §j 
thorp in his Grecian expedition, and met with an unfortunas 
fate at Athens. Of this genus, four fpecies are defcribed a 
reprefented ; viz. B. pinnata, ferrulata, parviflora, and } 
es sat Of thefe, the B. ferrulata, or rofe-fcented Boronia, 
is the moft elegant ; it is a thrub of about 4 feet high ; varie 
ly branched ; with fmallifh, thickly-fet, ferrated leaves ; anj 
terminal clufters of red flowers, which are faid to refemble; 
rofe in f{cent. 

On the fubjeé of this genus, Dr. Smith is more diffufe th 
on the reft; and has given an account of the life of Boror 
with the particulars of his death, as contained in a letter from 
the late Dr. John Sibthorp from Athens. Some poetical ti 
butes are alfo added to the memory of this unfortunate youth 





Arr. XII. Arthur Fitz-Albini, a Novel, in Two Volume 
r2mo. 7s. White. 1798. 


e Hew refrething,” faid the late Lord O. when tho 
ing to a friend an ingenious and lively treatife ¢ 
a fubje& of antiquity, ‘* how refrefhing, to meet unexpeé. 
edly with fuch a beok, amidft numberlefs volumes of techni 
cal dulnefs.” So we may fay, with great fincerity, of th 
novel before us. Amidft the monotonous wailings of fuc 
lovers as never loved, the incoherent ravings of pretended ani 
aukwardly affumed fenfibility, and the.grave immoralities aut 
blafphemies ef our new-fangled fupernatural ftories, how 
frefbing to meet with the genuine effufions of a vigorous, wel 
intormed, and cultivated mind, and to contemplate an eccet 
tricity and enthufiafm, which our feelings tell us really belor 
to the author ; while we find thofe hazardous qualities happily 
moderated by judgment, politenefs, and experience. 

The ftory is fimple. Arthur Fitz-Albini is the only chi 
of a man of ancient family, and great landed property 
Proud, fenfible, and difcegning, with too much refinement 
enjoy the common routine of what is called polite fociety, & 
returns, after a fhort trial of it, to his father’s manfion, 
fecks-in retirement that eafe which a difpofition more to® 
admired than envied had denied him in the ufual intercoutt 
with mankind. He finds his father tender and affeQionat 
but apparently avaricious, and opprefied by an unaccountable 


melancholy. 
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oly. He is preffed by him'to offer his hand to the 
ren of a rich cuiati in their neighbourhood ; and in a 
y where he meets her, he fees and becomes enamoured of a 
Mie St. Leger, who receives his addrefles. His father dies, 
and his will explains the myftery of his conftant chagrin, by 
declaring that in confequence of various frauds and misfor- 
tunes, his eftate had been mortgaged to its full value. In the 
midft of Fitz-Albini’s forrows, for the lofs at once of a kind 
parent anda great patrimony, he receives intelligence that a very 
diftant relation, of whom he had fcarcely ever heard, had died 
inteftate, and that he had, in confequence, become heir to an 
eftate more confiderable than that of his own family. His 
mind, however, is fcareely foothed by this reverfe of fortune, 
when he finds that a fecret enemy is ufing all poflible means 
to difcover a prior claimant to this inheritance, that thofe 
means will probably be fuccefsful, and that the evidence in 
favour of his opponent. is to be drawn from Mifs St. Leger’s 
family papers. Upon hearing the news, he flies to that lady, 
whom he finds in a declining fate of health, owing to her 
anxiety on account of his various misfortunes, examines her 
papers, and learns from them that the is in fact the heir to the 
eftate in queftion. His joy occafioned by this difcovery is of 
no long duration. Mifs St. Leger, whofe complaint becomes 
a rapid confumption, dies, in confequence of a fudden alarm, 
the very day before that which had been fixed for their nup- 
tials, and Fitz-Albini is inftantly deprived of his reafon, and 
foon after of his life. 

This barren and uninterefting plot, for fuch we muft can- 
didly own it, is dexteroufly made the vehicle of a variety of 
moral and political refleétions, clearly and judicioufly con- 
ceived, frequently original, and always delivered with energy 
and elegance ; of feyeral poetical pieces of unufual merit ; 
and of charaters ‘drawn with equal truth, boldnefs, and pre- 
cifion. That of Fitz-Albini, in particular, is a mafterpiece, 
perfectly original, but perfe@tly natural, and evidently taken 
from the life : fo feem to be thofe of Sir James Pickman, an 
unlucky but not uncommon fort of perfon, who, in attemptin 
to mix the chara€ters of gentleman and tradefman, lofes both ; 
and of Sir Richard Jar, another of the fame caft, and his ridi- 
culous wife; of Mr. Baugham, a proud, fhrewd, mean, un- 
feeling Eaft-Indian ; of Sir Thomas Bulmer, a country gen- 
tleman of the old form ; and of Mr. Francis Ironfang, a Jow, 
defigning, artful villain, who feeds the malignity of his heart 
by devoting his profeftional {kill to the difcovery of flaws, and 
the invention of objeétions to claims of inheritance. 
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It is true, that fuch odious charafers as the laft cannot be 
too obvioufly held up to public view ; but we mult exprefs our 
difapprobation of the author’s feverity with regard to fome 
others. It is perhaps a duty to expofe profligacy ; and it is 
little lefs than a duty to pafs over innocent foibles in filence. 

We muft nolonger delay, however, to give fome extra&ts from 
this interelting novel; and we regret, that the nature of our 
publication muft neceffarily re(tri@ us toafew. At page 76, 
vol. i, we find the following judicious refle€tions on a queition 
of great public importance. 


‘¢ To every mind, which reflects deeply, the extinétion or decay of: 
ah antient or eminent family is a fubjeét of real and very profound re- 
gret. It is true, that to antiquity and luftre of defcent both under. 
ftanding and virtue are often wanting. But, if ability be more fre- 

ently confpicuous in thofe who have climbed from a low origin up 
he fteep and dangerous afcent of ambition, virtue in fuch families is 
undoubtedly by far more rare. Nor is ability always requifite to at. 
tain the point of rank and wealth,—And it 1s too cerrain that the 

rofperous road is generally through the defiles of corruption and vice, 

e corrupted heart, the interefted fentiments, the debafed, however 
acute, underflanding, of a low man grown great, are too apt to throw 
a tinéture over the characters of his family for at leaft a century ; 
whereas that race which hereditary honours and affluence have lon 
placed above what is low, fervile, and meanly ambiiiots, have a mick 
. greater probability of being diftinguifhed by elevated ideas, and pure 
and independent fouls. 

«« A lawyer, a foldier, and a failor, who often attain the higheft 
honours their country has to beftow, do not arrive at their refpective 
ranks till a period of life at which their manners and their notions are 
already immoveably confirmed in the mould of their origin ; nor can 
the outward decorations of place and title alter the early habits of the 
man. If fuch be the effeéts in a liberal profeffion, what muft they be 
in thofe who have afcended from the loweft gradations of office merely 
through their fervility, and the dextrous readinefs with which an early 
acquaintance with the drudgery of the meaneft bufinefs, and a total 
freedom from the nice reftraintsof honour and confcience, have fitted 
them to be uleful to the miniftry of their country, 

** It once the refpect, that has in all ages < nations been paid to 
birth, be totally abandoned ; if hereditary riches, education, and thofe 
habits of early life, which give exalted fentiments, and expanded 
powers of thinking, be not confidered as generally neceflary to qualify 
men for the fuperior orders of fociety—ait will foon appear that all the 
ew upon which fubordination of ranks can be defended by the 
philofopher are fubverted ; that all the evils without the advantages of 
requality of conditions are impofed upon mankind; that thofe, whom 
long poffeffion has given the privilege of enjoying precedence without 
exciting envy, ard whoare the natural defenders of an eftablifhed 
government, become difcontented at having others put over their heads, 
who roufe the rivalfhip of the loweft, as having fo lately their 

1 equals ; 







om 
Dur 


76, 


ion 


y of 


ler. 
fre. 
up 
is 
ate 
the 
ce, 
ver 
Ow 


Y3 


ch 


ire 


=  -ve oe se" om CP 


Arthur Fite-Albini. 


als; fo that every order is excited to a reftlefs and dangetous fer. 
pret Ha ; while the meaneft, and the worft of mankind, ia 
bloated wealth and honours, on the necks of the people, becaufe they 
are the moft fupple 4nd ufeful inftraments of the temporary purpofes of 


a minifter.” 


A {pecimen, from the ee chapter, of our author’s poetical 
talents, will be highly pleafing to every reader of talte and 
feeling. Fitz-Albini, foreboding the alienation of the ancient 
domain of his family, vents his forrow in the following ani- 
mated and pathetic lines, 


«* © hark! See Ruin enters! By his fide, 
O view the gaunt relentlefs fiends that ride! 
See Peculation, and perverted Law, 
And bloated Wealth, whom hounds of Murder draw; 
Extortion, mounted on the pamper’d fteed, 
Which the laft rears of ftarv'd Misfortune feed ; 
And black Malignity, all dreft in {miles ; 
And Avarice, ftriving to conceal his wiles ; 
And yet an hundred harden’d imps behind, 
That feaft upon the forrows of matkind ! 
Hark, they approach !—Ye fiends of Hell, away !—~ 
Dear native fields, ye muft not be their prey! 
Shades of my fathers, which the circling Sun, 
As twice three centuries his courfe he run, 
Has feen, in fafety, o’er the faithful head 
Of the fame race, your antient umbrage fpread ! 
Shall cruel hands pollute your dark retreats ? 
Shall Infamy defile your facred feats ? 
Ye lawns, on which my happy childhood play’d ; 
Ye paths, where firft my infant footfteps ftray’d ; 
Ye boughs, which firtt I twifted into bowers ; 
Ye primrofe banks, where firft I pick’d your flowers; 
Your long-lov’d charms fhall foreign mafters own ? 
Shall foreign ears infult your flighted moan? 
Along your filent copfes, and your dells, 
Shall puff’d up Folly thake her cap of bells ? 
In name of Tafte direét the axe’s how, 
Laugh at your fhrieks, and lay your glories low? 
Ye towers, that long have rais’d your head fublime, 
Firm and unfhaken, ’mid the ftorms of Time! ‘ 
Ye halls, that oft with echoing founds have rung, 
When the rude minttrels tales of heroes fung ; 
When Feaft, and Hofpitality, and roar 
Of Mirth went round, the genial goblet o’er ; 
Where ftill the blazing hearch, at Chriftmas tide, 
The froft and fnow, and wind and rain, defy’d ; 
And Eafe at loaded boards, the village crew, 
Stull to their lord in clofer union drew! 
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Ye rooms, where nurs’d their golden dreams; 

Where ftatefmen ‘d their country’s glorious fchemes; 
Where wits their brilliant rays were wont to dart, 

And Beauty’s radiant forms to melt the heart ! 

Shall the coarfe upftart wretch, who never knew 

A thought beyond the figur’d fpells, that drew Lg 
The needy to Deftruction’s net, difplay, 

Within your facred walls, a qv y yas? ; 

New fentiments; new modes of life unfold, 

Corrupt with luxury, and blaft with gold !— 

Great God of Mercy! fince it is a crime, 

‘To end this wretched life before its time ; 

If the dire fiends at yonder gate I view, 

Be not mad Fancy’s forms, but fhapes too true, 

QO now direét the pitying dart of Death, 

And in my native forefts clofe my breath!” Vol. 1, p. 163. 


In the firft chapter of the fecond volume the author intro- 
duces himfelf, and with great elegancy, of expreffion pourtrays 
a charaéter abounding with interefting and uncommon fea- 
tures. We will give a fhort extraét from it, and conclude. 


** Here then,” fays he, {peaking of the country in which he 
refides, ‘‘ it is in vain to feek for fociety, which is better found 
amongft the illiterate cultivators of the foil, who will be content te 
talk upon fubjeéts on which their neceflary employments muft give 


‘them fome information. And how few fubjetts are there more intereft- 


ing than this, of which the habits of life of thefe men give them fome 
intelligence ! Next to the knowledge of the principles and the paffions 
of human beings, it is certainly one of the moft important that can 
occupy our thoughts, Of all the modes of exertion whereby a liveli- 
hood or riches are obtained, it is certainly at once the moft healthy, the 
mott pleafant, and the moft honourable. ‘To watch the progrefs of 
the feafons, to live in the open air, to produce the food of life, is truly 
to mingle utility with delight, 

* ‘This is that more humble employment which, in rural-folitude, 
ean fill up with the beft fatisfaction thofe long intervals between the 
flights of fancy, which all muft require. For who has ftrength to be 
always on the wing? 

‘* To feel the airs of Heaven blow around one ; to anticipate in 
the fhort gleams of a wintry funfhine the firft days of {pring ; the 
fpreading verdure of the fields; the budding of the hedges and trees ; 
the opening fongs of birds, and the refurreétion of Nature ; to receive 
an involuntary expanfion of the heart, and a gratitude for the mere 
pleafure of exiftence ; will put to flight the remembrance of difficulties, 
and ill-afage, of negleét, malignity, and ignorance. Thus at leaft has 
the writer of thefe memoirs fought and found his beft confolation, In 
the grand fcenery of the creation has he found an antidote to difa 
pointment, perfidy, and bafenefs, After having feen fomething of the 
world; after having early fled from the litigious, nonfenfical, and dif- 
guiting, fubtleties of the Bar; after having experienced a little of the 
vacant 
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vacant and barren life of a Soldier; it isin the folitary charms ef 
Nature, and the fi and earlieft of all human occupations, that, 
fince Fate has fhut him from thofe congenial rg fpr oo of which 
his boyifh ambition was wont to dream, he can fatisfaction and 
oblivion of his wroags during the long periods when his enfeebled- mind 
cannot continue its literary purfuits.” Vol. ii, p. 16. 

We fincerely hope, and the readers of this novel will join us 
in that hope, that fuch periods may feldom occur ; and we are 
almoft felfith and mifchievous enough to wifh, that the author 
may retain that vein of melancholy which contributes fo much 
to the intereft of the volumes before us ; which in him, inftead 
of a caufe of indolence, is a motive to aétion ; and which, 
without enfeebling his mind, has foftened, refined, and polifhed 


it. ' 
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Art. 13. The Patrons of Genius, a Satirical Poem; with Anecdotes of 
their Dependents, Votaries, and Toad-Eaters, Part the Firfl. 4to. 
2s. 6d. Parfons. 1798. 


There is a clafs of readers and of writers who fee nothing in a work 
of merit except its form. Thus, becaufe the Parfuits of Literature 
are thrown into the form of Wialogue, with copious remarks on charac- 
ters in the notes, writers of the kind above-mentioned flatter theme 
felves that they have only to-obferve that plan, in order to fecure the 
fame fuccefs. They forget that the lion’s fkin will not give the voice 
er qualities of the lion to any beaft that may affume it, The ears of 
this writer are manifeftly not of the fame conftruction as thofe of the 
author of P. of L. otherwife he would not write, 


Yet blefs’d with talents and an a¢tive mind, 

The road to fortune fill my friend foall find, 
Or thefe lines ; 

Or to fing bawdy fongs in Spita! Square, 

Than try by verfe to gain a monarch’s ear. 


And yet the work one Davip had began, 
Well by another Davip had been done. 


Yet the verfification is, on the whole, the beftpart of the perform- 
ance. The author {ets out on falfe grounds in his Preface, =e 
peri 
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period of the Englith hiftory,” he fays, “ has fo obyioufly and loud} 
requised the chaftifement of fatire as the prefent.” is is very dif- 
patable, but may always be faid, becaufe not eafily cenfuted. “* All 
the vices of which human nature is fufceptible are theltered under the 
matks of Religion, or Law, or Patriotifm, or Loyalty.” Indeed, good 
Sir! and are there no other matks? Is not Philofophy, is not Phrlan- 
thropy, &c. worn for much worfe purpofes? ‘Then follows one of thofe 
general affertions which are always eafily made, at no other expence than 
a total difregard to their truth or falfehood, ‘ Churchmen are cla- 
mourous for,the externals of religion, while they are known to have 
difearded its fundamental evidences and principles.” A very {weeping 
clanfe, with no other fault than that of being abfolytely and totally 
falfe. ‘The other three heads of accufation, the anthor does not take 
up diftin@lly; but hé talks at random, about ** commerce and trade 
being ill-direéted,”” which certainly was never lefs true than at the 
prefent moment. In one of the notes, Mr. Burke is faid to have had 
“* a fcanty portion of learning, with fcarce any acquaintance with the 
elements of fcience.” So much for the author’s judgment. The 
grofs abufe of Mr. Burke, and many other perfons of the higheft 
merit, gives a fair intimation of the texture of his heart. His in- 
formation is alfo generally as incorreét, as his cenfure is unjuft. Yee 
he attacks all parties, and feems to be one of thofe very virtuous men 
who, feeing the world in the mirror of their own hearts, are furprifed 
to find it black. 


Art. 14. The Literary Cenfus, a Satirical Poem, with Nates, including 
free and candid Stri@ures on the Purfuits of Literature, and its anony- 
mous Author. By Thomas Dutton, A.M. Tranflator of the Life and 
Opinions of Sebaldus Nothanker. 8v0.. 38. 6d. Lowndes, 1798. 


Another very humble imitation of the Purfuits of Literature. The 
author means to be equally vigorous and fevere ; but it is the lance of 
Priam, telum imbelle fine i€tu. Examples of the verfification, 


Time was in fhort te judge from dedication, 
When all the land deferved canonization. 


No more the tuneful nightingale is heard ; 
But ominous fcreams night’s funereal bird, 


When hireling {cribblers with prophane abufe, 
The eloquence of Sheridan traduce, 


We have the honour of being abufed by this gentleman, and we thank 
him for his candour, in giving us the reafon of his animofity. We are 
roud to repeat it. We thought ill of the Life and Opinions of Se- 


idus Nothanker, which he chofe to tranflate ; and we fcrapled not to 
fay fo, Such abufe is real praife. 


Art. 15. Opufeules Poetigues par DAutenr de PEpitre @ mon Peres 
8vo. 1s, 6d. Forthe Author, 1798. ° 


This is a colleCtion of minor pieces, in French and Englifh ; to 
which a refpectable lift of fubferibers is prefixed, They are are! 
publi 
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publifhed for the benefit of an unfortunate emigrant; and it is not 
our cuftom to counteract any benevolent defign, by and ill-timed 


criticifm. 


Ant. 16. Poetic Pieces; confifling of ReflcRions, moral and fentimental : 
defigned principally for young Perfons, with a View to infil a lowe of 
the moral and facial Duties. To which are fubjeimed, Loyal and Con- 
fiitutional Effufions. The 2nd Edition, with Additions, By W, Cole 
crafh 12m0, 216 pp, 25. Parfons. 1798. 


Nothing can be more laudable than the defign and tendency of this 
little book. ‘* My aim,” fays the author, ‘* throughout thefe pieces, 
is to recommend a perfeverance in well doing, and to cherifh a bene- 
volent (we may add alfo, a patriotic) difpofition.” Towards fuch a 
writer we will not be ‘ fy and we gravely affure him, that 
we are not ** envious crities.” Pref. pp. 2, 3. How then fhall we 
eharatterize his poetry ? By {pecimens of it, on fuch fubjetts as he is 
likely to have had moft at heart, and thetefure to have touched with 
all his pathos and vigour. 


From “ Starr uon’s LAMENTATION.” 

** Kor Laura, lovely Laura, the 
By ficknefs is opprefs’d ; 

All pleafures, and all comforts flee, 
Her kind, ingenuous breaft. 

The chafteft and the deareft wife, 
That ever man poflefi ! 

A conftant enemy to ftrife ; 
Oh how am I diftrefs‘d i" P. 30, 


From ** An Erser ow a Lavy.” 
« Alas! alas! (cries many a child of woe) 
My deae Mrs, Crawford is no more ! 
And while the tears do plentifully flow, 
With eyes uplified, blefs her o'er ando’er.” P. 86, 


From * On Fame anp Ambition.” . 
‘© Demofthenes, Tully, Cicere, each, . 
Were victims to their potency of fpeech.” P, 146, 


But let us hear our naval triumphs fung. 

*« When France again our naval power defy’d, 

The gallant Howe foon humbled Gallic pride ; 

In one decifive battle,told them plain, 

"| was Britain's fortune fill to rule the main. 

acd he fleet of Spain, though two to cone, we fee, 

The gallant Vincent beat, and clear'’d the fea ; 

And, oh! how glorious! shele vaft reports 

b’cn made the Spaniards tremble in their ports. 
While Duncan, oh! Jet Britons biefs the day, 

Brought many a valiant opponent away.” P. 199, 300. 
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Te has happened unfortunately for Lord Nelfon’s fame, that the news 
of his viftory did not reach England before the fecond edition of 
thefe poems was printed. May we prefume to anticipate the ftrains in 
which this unparalleled atchievement will be celebrated by Mr. Col. 
craft in the next edition ? 


Bat, oh! the glories of that glorivus day, 

When Nelfon, off the Nile, Fig get the fway ! 

When he with force inferior ’tack’d the French ;' 
Nine opponents did take, and three i’th’ fea did drench! 
For which, the Sultan grand exalted high ; 

And Nelfon’s fame has reach’d the lofty thy ! 


| 


Arr. 17. Hezekiah, King of Judah; or, Invafion repulfed, and Peace 
veflored: a facred Drama—Of national Application at this awful Cri. 
fis. Inferibed to the moft Noble the Marchion:/s of Salifbury. 8vo. 
1s. 6d. Nicol. 1798, 


The author draws a parallel of the King of England, and the pre- 
fent circumftances of this country, and Hegekiah King of Judah. Ie 
is very {pirited, and in parts very poetical; and what is, in the pree 
fent inftance, as much to the purpofe, it breathes throughout an ani- 
mating piety and loyalty. e would have inferted the Ode to Peace 
at the conclufion, if we had not this month been too much prefied 
with temporary matter. 


NOVELS. 


Arr. 18. Norman Banditti, or the Fortrefs of Coutance; a Tale. 
By Felix Ellia. Two Volumes. 12mo. 8s. Lane. 1798. 


However merece | we may, in general, toil through the pages of 
works of the above denomination, we are occafionally compenfated 
for the labour by the acquifition of fomething valuable and ingenious; 
as in the inftance of the prefen? performance. Uncontaminated with 
that indelicacy of fentiment, and that luxuriance of defcription, 
whofe obvious purpofe is, firft to inflame, and then to corrupt; un- 
adorned with thefe meretricious decorations which are intended to en- 
fnare the ignorant, but which, in fenfible minds, only excite difguit 
and contempt, this unaffected tale addreffes itfelf to the heart and the 
feelings of the reader. The principles of the pureft morality are 
throughout recommended by folid arguments, and inforced by ftrik- 
ing examples ; the language is, in general, far fuperior to chat which 
difingui the ufual productions of this kind ; and thaugh, in fome 
paffages, fomewhat redundant, and even inflated (the cofftant error of 
very young writers, of which number our author profeffes himfelf to 
be one) yet is ic not deficient in elegance and ftrength. ‘The colour- 
ing is vivid ; the characters are juit and varied ; but many of the 
animated defcriptions are written with fuch pathetic beauty, and fhow 
fuch genuine fenfibiliry, that a doubt can fcarcely be entertained of 
the author's being too well perfonally acquainted with the se oe 
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fenes which his pen'defcribes ; that under a feigned character he has 
pourtrayed his own {ufferings in early life ; that himfelf has unme- 
ritedly been the prey of misfortune, and the youthful victim of def- - 
. If fuch indeed be the pitiable cafe, thofe whom thefe 
pages may principally concern, have only to read, to bloth, and ftand 
correéted : for the work before us certainly bears the ftamp of genius, 
however that genius may want to be difciplined, and its ardour re- 
ftrained. Superior talent theds a luftre on the hand that protects it ; 
and when, .by the vigour of felf-exertion under the frown of oppref- 
fion, it is exhibited in all irs commanding influence to the world, fevere 
indeed muft be the mental reproaches of thofe who laboured to pre- 
vent its expanfion ; who would have fmothered up the hallowed flame 
in the mift of ignorance, and in exile from polifhed life ; and have 
facrificed thofe, whe ought to have been oherifhed with affection and 
sendernefs, at the fhrine of fordid avarice, and felfith intereft. 


Arr. 19. Ellinor, or the World as it goes. A Novel. In Four 
Volumes. By Mary Ann Hanway. 12mo. 188. Lane. 1798. 


Contrary to the generality of modern novels, the ftory of: Ellinor 
becomes more intereiting as it proceeds, and the fentence paffed upon 
Sir Fretfal’s dramatical exertion in the critic will not apply here, 
This performance certainly does not want incident ; the narrative is 
neat and fimple ; and the whole makes an agreeable publication, 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 20. A Sermon, preached before the Barking Affociation, on Sun-~ 
day, the 17th of Fune, 1798. By Samuel Crowther, A. My Curate 
and Lefurer of Barking, in the County of Effex, and Fellow of New 
College, Oxford. 40. 24 pp. 1% Baldwin, 1798, | 


Numerous as the difcourfes are which fimilar occurrences have lately 
occafioned, an attentive reader will difcover in each of them fome 
difcriminating features of charaéter, Unaffuming good fenfe, and » 
profound piety, are the evident charatteriftics of this now before us 
and the text, ‘* Pray for the peace of Jerufalem; they thall. profper 
that love thee,” is perfectly well applied to the duty and confe . 
quences of genuine patriotifm. Mr. Crowther, whofe Chriftianity is 
evidently as fincere as that of Mr. Rhys*, or any enthufiaft whatever, 
moft properly introduces, and very fenfibly ftates, ee authori- 
ties, for taking arms in defence of our country. : of the 
good Cehturian, Cornelius, is well introduced, We object only to 
one word in the whole difcourfe, which is ** fubferve.” shia? 





asanennenemetl 


— — 


* A writer, who chofe to deny wat to be lawful under any circum 
ces, 
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Ax Te 236 A Sermon preached i” the Church Sr. Margaret, A 

1798, before the Armed Affciations of the Unhed Parifoes of St. Mar. 
and St. Jobn the Evangelift, in the City of Weflminfler, on the ; 
enfecration of the Colours, prefented to them by the Right Hon. Vifcount- 

eft Belgrave; to which is prefixed, the Ceremony mpg upon the 
above Occafiem, Ry the Rev. Charles Fynes, LL.D. Prebendary of 
Weftminfler, Minifier of St. Margaret, and Chaplain to the Affociation. to 
Publifoed by Regueft.  4t0. 18. 6d. Hatchard, 179%. fo! 
The abave may be efteemed among the moit refpeCtable of the 2 


fermons preached on fimilar occafions. ‘The arguments are forcibly 
drawn Ps and judicioafly arranged ; and the conclafion js very {pi- A 
rited, a exprtifed in thé moft appropriate language. 


Akt. 22, A Sermon for the 19th Day of December, 1797, being the 
i appointed for a general T hankfeiving to Almighty Ged for the fig- 
Vidtorus mag ig by his Mejely Arms i Three great Naval En- 
gagements, over refpe@rve Belligerent Powers united ggainft this 
Country. By the Sag H. Holloman, Chaplain te the REST Nowy. : | 
Svo. 18 The Profits to be applied to the Seamen's Widows and 
Orphans, Low. 1798. 


Our notice of this fermion has been accidentally delayed, and in 
the interval another victory, farpaffing the three which are here eny- 
merated, has been attained by the of providence, and the 
bravery of Lord Nelfon and his fquadron. ‘This difcourfe is very 
animated, and highly deferving commendation, 


Ant. 23. A Sermon for the Bencfit of the Margate Sea-Bathing In- 


frmary. ? the Rev. W. Chapman, A.M, Curate of Margate 
-Svo, 1% Od. Payne. 1798. 


We hope that this very benevolent inftitution will meet with due 
encouragement from the pablic. ‘This is a judicious and well writ- 
ten difeourfe, and will, it is to be hoped, materially affift the object 
ptopofed. ° 


Ant. 24. 4 Sermon preached at the Parifo Church of $1. Michael, 
* Queen Hithe, on Wedne/day, March 7, 1798, being the Day inted 
for @ general Fat, and at Layton, in Effex, on the Sunday following. 
By the Rev. Fe a“ Wicker, M.A. of Pembroke College, Oxford, 
and late are | ‘alfall, St ire. Publithed by Requeft. 
gto. 18, 6d. . 299 

eS ee eee good fenfe of this difcourle, 
the arguments in lf of a fuperintending providenee are hap- 
introduced, and very well made to apply to the circumftances of 
modern times, and in particular to the French revolution. 
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Aut, 25. 4 Sermen, delivered in the Parifh Church of Sheffield, to the 
Original United Lodye of Odd Fellows, on Monday, July s, 1798 
(being their fecond annual F.ftival), By George Smith, M, A. Curate 
of the _ Church, and late of Trimty College, Cambridge, 8V0. 
6d. Matthews. 1798. 


An odd Sermon, on an odd occafion, and as the title-page announces, 
to “ Odd Fellows.” The preacher favs, p. 5, “* I thus publicly and 
folemoly declare, I am totally unacquainted with the fociety by whom 
Lam this day employed.” Yet the author is evidently a man of good 
found principles himfelf, whatever his congregation might be. 


Ant. 26. Philanthropy, Religion, and Loyalty, the bet Chavadterifiic 
of a Chriftian Soldier. A Sermon, addreffrd to the armed Affeciation of 
the Parifh of St. Luke, Cheljea. By the Rev. Weeden Butler, Morn- 
ing Preacher of Charlotte-Street, Chapel. Printed by Requfl. 1798. 


The readinefs manifefted by the moft refpeCtahle inhabitants of, and 
round the metropolis, in armed affociations, demand the thanks, both 

ublic and private, of every order of men. To this opinion Mr. 

utler has affented, by a very handfome teftimony of approbation 
from the pulpit, drawn up with feeling and addrefs. It were to be 
wifhed, that Mr. B. had omitted the infertion of—* a very thort no- 
tice”, which we obferved in the Dedication; as, from a man at all 
employed in compofition, of which we have no doubt in refpect to 
the author before us, it could not require much time to compofe a 
very corre difcourf: upon a fubjett at once fo interelting and copious. 
If an apology was requifite, one fo hackneyed as the above would have 
been unbecoming to offer; and, if it did not, it is not the beft way 
to claim additional merit, by alledging the thort fpace of time em- 
ployed upon the fubject. ' 


Anr.27. England's Privileges: a Thauk/giving Sermon, preached in 
the Dincefe +4 Hereford, on 1 wefday, December 19,1797. By the Rew 
werend D, Lloyd. 8vo. 18. Dilly. +1797. 


Fortunately for this country, its religious order has had ample fcope, 
and abundant opportunity, for the difpley of eloquence, loyalty, and 
gratitude, during the prefent conteft, in return for proteCtion 
which the God of, Heaven has afforded, and for the fuccefs wich 
which he has been gracioufly pleafed to crown our arms. Amongft 
the number who have tub : iited their labours to the public eye upoo 
thefe occafions, Mr, Lioyd, although he may not.claim the firft, yet 
he may demand a refp-¢table place. His dilcourfe is fervent and ani- 
mated ; and he has drawn his parallel with judgment, united with 
ptecifien, We mut, however, notice two or three erross in this Sér- 
mon. 4 mcam, as it is here ufed in the fingular number, is nearly ob- 
folete ; but a ftill more ftriking fault is maniset in the ule of drew : 
“* we might have drew our breath”. This furely is not only not claf- 
fical, but not even Englith, 

Agr. 
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Aur. 28 \Sermes, preached at Lambeth Chapel, os Sunday, Merch 4; 


8798, at the Confecration of the ms Rev. John Buckner, L. L. D. 


Lord Bifbep of Chiche/ter. By John Napletexn, D. D. Canon Re 

of Hereford, Chanceller of the Diocefe, and Chaplain to the Lord Rifhop 
of Hereford. Publifoed by Command of bis Grace the Archbifbop. 
#0. 24 pp. 1s. Hereford printed. Sold by Robfon, &c, 


The operation of benevolence as a duty upon the conduct of men ia | 


neral, as Chriftians, and more particularly as Chriftian minifters, is 


the fubject chofen by Dr. Napleton for his difcourfe. ** We cannot - 


imagine,” fays he, ** any rational {cheme of morality, in which the 
daty of active benevolence will not conftitute an effential part... Whe- 
ther the theory be. direéted to private or focial happinefs ; whether je 
be founded in the dignity, or the weaknefs, of human nature; whether 
in its original perfe¢tion, or in its adventitious depravity ; or. whether, 
Jaftly, it be refolved into the will of God ; thefe different OO 
will lead to the fame conclufion.” This is the theme, as it is ably 
propofed by the author, and it is handled with fkill and propricty. 


MEDICINE. 


out to the Ifland of Jamaica; with a Defcription of the [fland. 
Wife. r2mo. 7opp. 156d. Johnfon, 1798, 


Art. 29. One Hour's Advice, ve/pefing their Health, to Perfons Kg 
»y Ne 


One hour's attention, and eighteen-pence to pay, will farely be well 
beftowed by the clafs of perfons defcribed in the title-page. ‘The di- 
reftions are extracted from that excellent work, Long’s Hittory of 
Jamaica, which being beyond the reach of ordinary purchafers, we 
cannot too much commend the humanity of the compiler who has thus 
rendered them more eafy of attainment. He has been, he fays, in the 
Hland of Jamaica for nearly two years, “* during which time the dif- 
eafes of the climate, and particularly that fatal malady the yellow 
fever, have raged with uncommon violence. Thoufands have fallen 
around him during that period, many of whom might perhaps have 
been preferved to fociety, if they had been fo fortunate as to have had 
their attention direéted to the Chapter of — for the Preferva- 
tion of Health in Jamaica, which are fo clearly laid down by our hif- 
torian (Long) and fo eafy to be complied with, that it would be finning 
againft common fenfe not to conform to his directions, particolar] 
during the rage of any epidemic diforder.’?* Mr. Wife conceives th 
he owes his own prefervation, under God, to a ftri@ attention to thefe 
rules, A ftronger recommendation cannot be given. 
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26. An Inquiry concerning the Hiftory of the Cow-Pox, principally 
ph @ View = hance a pelngeie rs Small-Pox. By George 
Pearfon, M.D. F.R.S. Phyfician to St, George's — of the College 
of Phyficians, Se. Svo. 116 Pp. 2% 6d. Johnfon. 1798. 


Doétor Jenner, in an ingenious treatife on the cow-pox, noticed by us 
not long fince, endeavoured to thew, that perfons a with that dif- 
eafe were rendered incapable of receiving the infection of the {mall-pox; 
and as the cow-pox is faid never to induce any dangerous fymptoms, 
the puftules not. being confluent, or afffting any other parts than 
thofe on which the matter of the difeafe is received, inoculation with 
the cow-pox matter, he obferved, would probably in time fuperfede 
the practice of inoculating with the fimall-pox matter, But asthe 
obfervations on which the’ dottor founded his opinion were not 
thought to be fufficiently numerous to eftablifh the fatt, Dottor Pear- 
fon has been at the pains of collecting information from a variety of 
correfpondents refiding in different parts of the kingdom. The se- 
fult of thefe inquiries, with pertinent obfervations on the fubje&, are 
here laid before the public. Several of this author’s correfpondents 
recolle&t, they fay, when inoculating the poor of different parithes, 
that occafionally, two, three, or more of the number, have told them 
they were certain they fhould not take the infection, as they had, 
from five to twenty or thirty years before, been infected with the 
cow-pox ; and it uniformly happened, we are told, that thefe per- 
fo.s —— the {mall-pox, ‘This fingular fact does not feem, how- 
ever, to have produced any effect on the minds of the inoculators, or 

to have induced them to inftitute any experiments, in order more 
clearly to afcertain its truth. It is now recollected, and brought 
forward, in confequence of the publication of Dottor Jenner's trea- 
tife, or of the queri¢s fent them by Doéttor Pearfon, ‘This teftimony 
cannot therefore he accepted as proving the fact, although it may be 
faid to add to its probability. On the other hand it may be ob- 
ferved, that whether we confider the cow-pox as a difeafe fpontane- 
oufly generated in the cow, or accidentally communicated to it, as 
Dr. Jenner fuppofes, it fhould be univerfal, that.is, wherever there 
are cows, the difeafe fhould exift, with its wonderous property of fu- 
perfeding the fmall-pox. Confequeotly it fhould not only be known 
in every part of this country, but in France, Germany, Italy, &c. 
This however is far from being the fact. No writer on the conti- 
py x sath we know, has mentioned the difeafe ; certain it is, 
no fuch authority is-here appealed to; and what is more i 

from the iiieon svcaled tee Doétor Pearfon it appears, that the 
difeafe is totally unknown in many parts of this country. Itis com- 
puted that about 6000 cows are kept in the vicinity of London to férve 
the inhabitants with milk. As new purchafes are probably made every - 
week with the cow-keepers, to keep up this enormous ftock, and the 
cews are brought indifcriminately from other and diftant counties, 
confidering the great number of perfons neceffarily employed in tend- 
ing and milking them, it feems almoft impoffible that a difeate of fo pe- 
cular a kind ‘thould ‘exift without being pretty generally known 
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among the perfons who are concerned in that bufinefs; and yet th 
intelligence Dottor Pearfon obtained from ths fource, is extremely 
feanty and deficient. 

** On calling at Mr. Rhodes’s milk farm, on the Hampftead road, 
where there is a very large ttock of cows, I found” he fays, p. 28, 
* the cow-pox had not tallen under his obfervation ; but two of the 
male fervants were well acquainted with fome parts of its hiftory.” 
Thefe fervants came from Glouceiter or Wiltthire. ““ At fome other 
farms near London, the author goes on to fay, p. 32, where milch cows 
are kept, 1 found the diforder was not known either to the mafters or 
fervants.” Similar anfwers were received from Norwich, the north 
and eaft ridings of Yorkthire, from Durham, Lincolnfhire, Lanca- 
fhire, Liverpool, and Manchefter, ‘This account will be fufficient to 
fhow that the cow-pox is not general, or has not been generally no- 
ticed in this country. ‘The occafional appearance, however, of a dif. 
eafe among cows in certain diltri¢is, affeciing the hands of the per- 
fons who milk them, and the prevalence of an op*nion, in thofe places, 
that perfons fo affeéted are rendered incapable of receiving the infec- 
tion of the finall-pox, is here contirmed ; and although no addititional 
evidence of much value is brought by this author in confirmation of 
the validity of this opinion, yet the prefent work will have its ufe, 
fince by ftill further diffufing the knowledge of the fubjeét, and 
thence extiting a greater number of perfons tv the inveftigation of it, 


it will occafion the truth to be the founer, and wich more certainty, 
difcovered. 


Art. 31. A compendious Medicine Di&ionary, containing an Explanation 
of the Terms in Anatomy, Phyfiolog y, Surgery, Materia Medica, Che- 
mifiry, ond Practice of Phyfic, collected from the moft approved Authers. 
By &. Hooper, M. D. of Pembroke Callege, Oxford, Fellow of the 
Linnean and Londm Medical Societies, 12mo. 5%. Murray and 
Highley. 1798. 

This is an ufeful compilation, containing, in a fmall compafs, a 
eoncife but very intelligible account of every thing relating to ana. 
tomy, furgery, and phyfic, arranged in alphabetical order, and col- 
lefted with great care. The type, although fmall, is remarkably neat 
and clear ; the paper of a good colour and quality ; and the whole, 
we may add, appears to be correttly printed. 


MILITARY. 


Axr. 32. I[nfrafion: imp a@ Regiment of IJufaniry for Parade 
of Exercif, aoe ad the Bong vida as ordered to be 
hear oy by bis Majefiy’s Infantry Forces, accompanied by Explanations 
and Diagram:, 5s. London; printed and fuld by T. Egerton. 
1798. 

Ant. 33. Am Elucidation of feveral Parts of bis Majefly’s Regulations 

tbe Formations and Movements of oval . Printed for 

the War-Office. Egerten. 1793. 
We have brought thefe treatifes under the farge points of view, be- 
eaufe they rclate to two branches of the fame fubjects, and becaufe 


they 
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they {pring from the fame fource, the elementary inftruCtions of Ge 
neral David Dundas. Eaclr of thefe authors has purfued a plan pecu 
liar to himfelf, but they both concur in one point, a faithful adhe- 
rence to the principles of the author, whofe work they mean to eliei- 
date, in the firlt of thefe works the inftructions are, given in great 
detail, and are laid down in tables, in the different columns of which, 
the duty of every individual of a battalion is fully and clearly exe 
plained, with the afiitance of the plates, which are executed with 
grear neatnels and accuracy. The fecond treatife, which we under. 
ftand is the production of a gentleman, who has already diftinguifhed 
bimfelf by bis improvements in the miliraty fcience, is mach lefs dif- 
fufe, and is written on the fuppofition that every military mao has 
conformed to the king’s order, by providing himfelf with General 
Dundas’s book of regulations, to which it therefore refers for the 
mode of executing the different manceuvres. Had Colonel Le Mer- 
chant been hacknied in the fervice of book-making, he might eatily 
have produced a work which would have been much more expenfive 
to the public, and much more lucrative to himfelf; but’ we give him 
great,credit for the fammary mode in which he has delivered his in- 
itructions; and we are exceedingly forry to find that General Dun- 
das's work on the movements of cavalry has been fuffered to go out of 
print, and that this elucidation.is now confidered as a fubftitute for 
it, a ufe to which its author evidently never meant it to be applied. 

The manceuvres which have been chofen for the review exercife, 
are calculated to try the fkill of the officers, bu: we doubt whether 
others might nor have been felected, better calculated to difplay and 
to improve the difcipline of the private men. 

Itis rather fingular that the manceuvre of forming a column on a 
central divifion (right or left in front) which we have always under- 
ftood is the invention of General Dundas, and which he holds ia 
high eftimation, fhould not have been iatreduced into the review ex- 
ercife; dnd that there fhould not be a fingle change of front, if we 
except the change of pofition in the fecond, third, aad fourth mae 
nceurres by throwing back the flanks, 

A deviation from.a general principle takes place in one of the ma- 
necuvres, which we were at firft inclined to attribute to a miftake of 
Colonel Le Merchant, till we referred to the Cavalry Movements, and 
found he had faithfully copied his author. ‘The mancuvte to which 
we allude, is the countermarch from the reverfe flank to the rear, in 
which the marker is directed to place himfelf with his front in the 
direction of the new line, inftead of facing it, as is the inyarying rule 
in all other cafes, Why this diftinGtion fhould be made in ¢Ris cafe, 
we are at a lofs to difcover; and we know, from experience, that it 
tends to miflead the men; for the file-leader naturally fu poles he 
mutt form oppofite the marker, as he does in all other cafes whatéver. 

he plates in this work are executed with Colonel Le Merchant's 
ufual accuracy and: neatnefs, We think, however, the effect would 
have been better, if the figures had been on.a {maller fealé. 

We cannot conclude without recommending to General Dundas a 
new edition of his Cavalry i pare with new plates, from defigas 
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further Inilra¢tions for front and rear Guards, Patroles, and Hankin 
Parties.”” , 


POLITICS. 


Art. 34 A Anfaver to the Pamphlet intinled Arguments far aaj 
againfi a Union, Se. Inva Letter addreffed to Edward Cooke, 
eerctary at War. By Pemberton Rudd, Efg. Barrier at Law, 
8vo. 23 pp. London; reprinted for Stockdale. 1798. 


In ovr account of the pamphlet afcribed to Mr. Cooke, we found 
reafon to praife not only the ingenious but the candid and tem 
manner in which the fubje€t of an union with Ireland is there dif. 
cuffed. . We with it were in ovr power to give a fimilar character of 
the fwarm of adverfaries to which that publication has given birth, 
With one or two exceptions, we never remember to have met, in the 
fame number of tra¢is, and on a topic of great national importanee, 
fo little te inform our judgment, aad fo much to offend our tafte, f 
little inclination, or indeed ability, to give the fubject a fair and 
difpaffionate confideration. 

he pamphlet now before us takes exception, with fome degree of 
juftice, to a few of the illuftrations adopted by the preceding author, 
as not having much analogy to the point.in queftion, and cenfare him 
for quoting the example of France, which thould rather, the writer 
juftly thinks, induce us to fufped the propriety ef.a political meafare, 
than prompt us to adopt it. In other refpects, however, it is a vety 
weak anfwer to the work which we have before noticed. ‘The 
writer 4 0s with a cavil, denving as a fed what Kis adverfary had 
only put hypothetically, viz. that the two countries defire an union, 
To this it would be a fufficient anfwer to fay, that unlefs fuch a defire 
be exprefled by fome leading perfons in the one country or the other, 
the meafure cannof even be agitated ; but we believe an union between 
Great Britain and Ireland upon fair terms, is denied by many refpett- 
able perfons both in this and the fifter kingdom. . Almoft the whole 
of this writer’s arguments (if arguments they can be called) proceed 
on an affumption, unproved, and, we think, unwarranted; namely, 
that the interefts of Great Britain and Ireland are neceffarily adverie. 
His quotation of ‘* times Danaos et dona ferentes,” is peculiacly illi- 
beral. The ftile and Janguage of his work are in general beneath 
criticifm, ‘ The quarry (he fays to his adverfary) muft be a plagay 
fectet one from which you have hewn this corner-ftone of yout 
edifice.” ‘* I think it looks bad in profe, yet it might make a neat 

ment to a canto of poety, for it is a preuy fiction.” Speaking of 
abfentees, he fays “* a number of Irith peers have been iihecol, and 
no doubt would continue to be additionally induced to accept and fo- 
licit feats in the Englith Houfe of Commons,” &c. 

We may, without Spee q affert that, in the event of an 
union, no fuch folecifm in politics is likely to take place. 
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Ant. 35. Finff Letter to a Noble Lord, on the Subje& o the Union. 
By Giles $..Smyth, Efp. BVO. 33 PP» J. Moore, Dublin, 1999 
This pamphlet appears to be nearly of the fame complexion as the — 

preceding, having much declamation and but litele argument, Mere 

natioual pride is made one of the chief grounds for rejecting a meafure 
which has for its object the national welfare and fecurity. The com- 
petency of the Irith parliament to {uch a meafure is alfo denied. On 
this point we fhall a obferve, that an union is certainly too impor- 
fant a change to be made without the a robation of thofe who are 
beft informed, and, from their rank and property, moft interefted in 
the event Yet, unlefs the determination refts with the legiflature, 
what other body of men are. competent to the difcuffion? Muft the 
whole nation be polled? efpecially under the prefent fituation. and 
citcumftances of Ireland; or can the country, whatever be the ae- 
ceflity or expediency of fuch a ftep, never change its political fitua- 
tion? The remainder of this writer’s arguments does not appear to us 
to deferve much examination. He takes. it for granted that an 
union is incompatible with the freedom of Ireland ; on which ground, 
every county of England, taken fepatately, is in a ftate of flavery, 
fince its reprefentatives are outnumbered, and may be outvored by 
the reft of the houfe. The freedom of Ireland is alfo to be facrificed 
to the crown, or to the minifter; as if the crown or the miniftet 
could, in fuch a cafe, have any individual or private intereft. .This 
writer, and indeed moft of the opponents of an union, affumes alfo 
that the meafure is to be hurried through parliament; than which, ne 
fuppofition can be more uncandid or improbable, 

Of his ftyle and language it is fufficient to fay, that he talks of 

‘ cutting the Lrith down from the topping pride of. an independént 

nation”; of ** one of the modes adopted towards working out the job 

of an anion”; of ‘* merging the name of an Irifhman by jumping inte 
the gulf of an Union’’; of ** the mind of the country oe 

Srvinging round towards Proteftantifm” ; with many more fuch ele 

and con/iflent metaphors, We had almoft forgotten one of his moft 

formidable arguments againft an Union 3 namely, that the Irith repre- 

fentatives fent to Engiand will be jea-fack f//' 


Arr. 36. Cea/e your Funning ; or, the Rebel dete@ed. 8v0. 45 PPe 
Moore, Dublin. . 1798. | 


An ironical attack on the pamphlet afcribed to Mr. Cooke, “The 
author of this tratt endeavouts to fhow the arguments of .his adverfary 
foran Unien to be the fame as would be ufed by a epee or United 
Irithman againtt it, and therefore affeéis to confider him as fuch. Few 
modes of writing are eafier than this. Some ed quotations from 
the work ** You oppofe,” a little perverfion of its meaning, and the 
purfuit of its arguments, as far as a forced interpretation. will carry 
them, may, without any great ingenuity, make your opponent appear to 
be an advocate againft the very caufe which he means to fupport. It is 
{carcely poffible for a writer to fecure himfelf from thefe mi : 
uens. But the fubject before us is far too important for ironical are 
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guments, This writer, however, is certainly, in ability, of a fuperiar 
¢lafs to the two we have laft examined. ; 


ART. 37- Thoughts on an Union, Ry Fohua Spenfer, Ef. Sv, 
31 pp. 3s Stockdale. 1798. 

We come with pleafure to a temperate and a rational work, ong 
fubject which, as hus been feen, teems with productions of a differen 
nature. ‘Though we do not ailent to all Mr. Spenfer’s arguments, nor 
indeed to the terms in which he ftates his firft queftion ({mce we can. 
not deem the act of uniting the Irifh legiflarure to that of Great 
Eritain, ‘* refigning its legiflature into the hands of another coun. 
try’), we cannot but give to this little tract the praife of good fenfe 
and propricty. é 

r. S. objets to the arguments in favour of an Union drawn from 
the difturbed ftare of Ireland, both becaufe that fituation is merely 
temporary and accidental, and becau‘e he pereeives no connection be. 
tween the evil and the propofed remedy, Ireland having obtained com. 
mercial liberty, and neither the religious differences iafieland. norher 
difcontents, being likely to be.extinguifhed by an Union. «It is not 
our purpofe to examine into the validity of thefe opinions; but we 
muft oblerve, that they are not® wholly warranted by faét, ner much 
enforced by argument ; and that this part of the fubje&t is, in oar 
jadgment, more fatisfa¢torily difcufled in the tra afcribed to Mr 
Cooke. ' 

Mr. S. alfo afferts, that ‘* all the arguments in favour of the mea 
fure center in the convenience and alleviation of the public burthen to 
England.” ‘This furely does not apply to the work afcribed to Mr, 
Cooke, which argaes the queftion of an union chiefly on the ground 
of benefits which Jreland alone may expect. Mr. Spenfer takes pains 
to fhow the fituatian of Scotland at the time of its Union with ng- 
land, to have been different from thé prefent ftate of Ireland, and 

ropofes, in cafe ic is determined to bring forward the meafure of an 
Union, «¢ chat the Irifh Parliament be diffolved, and a new one re- 
turned, bringing with it the fentiments of the country upon the fub- 
ject ; or that the freeholders be convened in their counties, and the 
feafe of the nation be declared upon a gueftion of fuch-national mag- 
nitude and importance.” 

The above are the chief oi of a pamphlet, which, if it difplay 
no extraordinary depth of refearch, or uncommon ingenuity of .argu- 
ment, yet treats the fubje¢t, in general, with candour, and throughout 
with temper and decency. 

We mutt, however, object to fome of thefe writer’s expreffions, as 
containing an unfair reprefentaiion of the gueftion in difpute; fuch 
as, that adopting the meafure of an Union would be “ transferring te 
another kingdom the right of legiflating for Ireland” ; that it would 
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“6 vender the franchifes of the entire kingdom a mere mallity” ; and, that 
s the handful of Iifh jenators would be merged in the multitude of - 
ip kgiftators.’ All thefe affections are furely very queftionable. 
They allume a perpetual oppofition of interefts between Great Britain 
and Ireland ; and they fappofe, that fo large a body as would probably 
form the reprelentation of the larter kingdom, would have lefs weight 
in the common legiflawre than we find, by experience, belongs to 
clafies of men, (the landed, for inilance, or the mercantile intereft) 
which, feparately confidered, bear a lets proportion to che reft of the 
Britih Parliament. 


Art. 38. A Report of the Debate of the lrifh Bar, on Sunday the oth 
of December, 1798, om the Subject of an Union of the gi Dalisinee of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 8vo. go pp. Moore. Dublin, 1799. 


There are few, if any, arguments in this Debate, either for or 
againit an Union, which are not contained in fome of the tra&ts we 
have already noticed. The refojution propofed and carried by a 
great majority, was, ** That the meafure of a Legiflative Union of 
this kingiom (Ireland) and Great Britain, is an innovation which it 
wouk! be highly dangerous and improper to propofe at the prefent 

néiure to the country.” 

The arguments in fupport of this refolution were grounded, on the 
difturbed itate of Ireland, which (it was alledged) rendered the minds 
of men unfit for impartial deliberation, on the prefence of a foreign 
military force (as it was called) which took from the Irifh.the neceffary 
freedom of judgment, and laftly, on the impropriety and danger of the 
meafure itfelf. Whe fuperior competency of a local legiflature to 
promote the welfare of Ireland, was urged, but with far lefs vehe. 
mence than the favourite topic of national dignity and independence, 
In tavour of an adjournment of the Queftion, it was contended 
by the friends to an Union, that no determination could properly 
be formed, either for or againft the meafure, till it thould be 
known in what the terms were to confift; that poflibly they 
might be fo advantageous, as to render it a defirable meafure 
for Ireland; that no junéture could be more proper than the 
prefent for confidering this important queftion; fince the cala- 
mities lately fuffered had fobered the minds of men, and lowered 
that igordinate pride which, rather than give up the leaft point of na- 
tional dignity, would facrifice folid advantage and pclae fecurity ; 
and that, as the difaffeéted had gone every lenyth to effe@ w fepara- 
tion of the kingdoms, it was time toadopt fuch meafures as would 
completely fruitrate their hopes, by uniting them more clofely than 
ever. 

Such are the prominent features of this debate, by a body of men 
certainly very refpeétable in themfelves, but apparently fomewhat pre- 
judiced, and fuppofed to be powerfully. interefted, on this quettion, 
We muft, however, make fome exceptions, One gentleman is tepre- 
fented as having faid, that ** It was his right as an Irifiman, to be 
governed only by the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, and, 
bred as he was to the ufe of arms, he would not tainely furrender that 
righe 
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right to the cunning or the infolence of that ferpent and political apof. 
tare, Mr. Pitt.” Another fays, ** God and Nature néver intended 
that ‘Ireland fhould eter be a province ; and, Sy God, the hever fhall,” 
This abfurd and impious rant was, we are told, received with reite. 
rated applaafe! If this be true, what are we to think of the temper 
and impartiality of the gentlemen afflembled ? 

This debate is very inaccurately printed. 


Art. 39. 42 Addrefs to the Britifb Forces, by Sea and Land, armed ty 
vefift the threaten d French Invafion. v0. 1s. Yarmouth. 1798, 


The threatened French invafion ceafes to excite alarm; but we 
are happy to notice this teftimony of the zeal and loyalty of a fincere 
friend at Yarmouth, ‘There is confiderable energy in this Addrefs: 
and a very {pirited fong is to be found at the conclufion. 


MISCELLANIES. 


Art. 40. Reports with Plans, Se@ions, Se. of the propofed dry Tune 
nel, ar Paffage from Gravfend, in Kent, to Tilbury in Effex ; demon- 
firating its practicability and great Impertance to the two Counties, and 
to the Nation at large; al/o on a ae foe near Gravefend to Stroud; 
avith fome mifcellaneous and prattica 
Engineer, Lilufrated with Plates. ato. 5s. ‘Taylor. 1798. 


This is a vaft and magnificent project, which appears, neverthelefs, 
from the aecount here given, to be both highly important in its objeé, 
and far lcis difficult of accomplifhment, than might at firit fight be 
imagined. It will of courfe be well weighed and examined before it is 
commenced, other engineers confulted, and varic us obfervations made. 
At the firft view, one objeftion which arifes is, that the benefit propofed 
by this plan, hardly feems adequate. Yet the firit expence which mutt 
neceffarily be incurred, Mr. Dodd eftimates at lefs than twenty thoufand 

oonds. The author expreifes himfelf with much perfpicuity ; and 
* has our fincere wifhes tor the fuccefs due to his ingenuity. 


Arr. 41. Tbe Structure of the Englifo Language ; exhibiting an eafy 
and familiar Method of acquiring a grammatical Knowled of its 


comfituent Parts. Particularly ufeful for Foreigners. Publifbed by Sub- 
feription, 12m0. Richardfon. 1798. 


Atatime when this country abounds with foreigners from every 
a of Europe, the utility of amore eafy introduétion to the Englith 
anguage feems particularly obvious. ‘The prefent performance is 
calculated to affift the ignorant in fpeaking and writing our lan- 
guage grammatically, and will be found ufeful, as far as it relates to 
the government, inflections, &c. of the parzs of fpeech. But though 
the author afferts, that it «* contains no abjlrufe difquifitions upon the 
foreign roots,” yet in a book entitled, “* An eafy and familiar Method 
of acquiring a Language,” we think that his origin and dedution of 
its conftituent parts might have been difpenfed with, as too obfcure 
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for foreigners, or even thofe of our countrymen, who may weed a com- 
mon grammar. We muf alfo obferve, that the number of literal errors 
(fometimes making falfe grammar) throughout the work, ought to have 
been prrticularly guarded againft, as they mutt greatly embarrafs 
thofe who have occafion to ftudy fuch an elementary treatife. 


Ant. 42. Odb/ervations on the Expedition of General Buonaparte inte 
the Faft, and the probability of its Sucecfi confidered. To evhich is 
added, a brief Sketch of the prefent State of Aigypt. An biftorical 
Account of Alexandria. The Two Harbours of that City accurately 
delineated; its former Splendour and prefent State contrafied; with 
fome Remarks on its local Importance, foould it become the Mart of the 
‘Eat. Together with a few Particulars relatmg to the Navigation 

the Red Sea. By the Editor of the Hiftory of Peter Ill. and Catha- 

rine Il. of Rujfia. Sv0. ~ 89 pp. 2s. 6d. Cawthorne, &c. 

1798. 


The title-page to this pamphlet announces much; but Quid dignum 
tanto, &c.? lt begins indeed with an account of Buonaparte’s expe- 
dition, compiled trom the new{papers of the day, and a few vague 
and hypothetical {peculations on lus defigns and probability of fuccefs, 
But the writer foon quits Buonaparte, and gives a minute defcription 
of Alexandria, and an account of Egypt, copied from the works of 
the late(t (ravellers, particulerly Volney and Bruce. In fhort, the 
work is amere compilation, without any novelty of remark, or a very 
judicious feleCtion, publithed to gratify temporary curiofity. [t may, 
Sadie amufe thofé who have not read the works from which it is 
extracted, 


Art, 43. Eftelle, Paftorale. Par M. de Florian, 12m0. 244 pps 
2s.6d. Dalau, 107, Wardour-Street. 1798. 


_ A very elegant and convenient edition, of a juftly admired produce 
tion. 


‘ 


Ant. 44. Biographical Anecdotes of the Founders of the French Repub- 
lic, and of other EMINENT! Chara&ers, who bave diftinguifhed 
themftues in the Progre/s of the Revolution. Vol. 11. 12m0. 466 PPe 
5% Printed for R. Phillips, fold by Johnfon, &c. 1798. 


It is not a ufual method, and may feem, perhaps, an idle one, to 
feview one author by taking an extract from another, neverthelefe 
we thall do fo in the prefent cafe. M,. Mallet du Pan is fo much 
berter informed than it is poffible for us to be refpeéting the fubjeéts 
of this work, that we fhall think we moft properly acquit ourfelves 
of our duty towards our readers in laying his words before them. 

ae b open,” he fays, ‘sa collection In two volumes, poblithed in 
London, by R. Phillips, for the inftruétion of England, under the title 
of Biographical Anecdotes, &c. The author in his preface affures 
us that he writes from the beft information, and that he is perfectly 
matter. of all that he is about to recite to the public. This particular 
and perfe2 information confifts in tranfcribing the praifes which the 
principal aftors of the revolution have bettowed on themfelves or 
have 
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have received from their accomplices. The compiler mourns over 
the’ fate of thele heroes, ant over the deluges of blood which; it bas 
coft to acquire liberty! but he confoles himfelf with the reeolleétion 
that this expence of lives avzl be amply compenfated by the happinefi 
an innumerable pefterity. Ut is thus that Mr. Phillips, or bis biogra 
pher, exprefs their tendernefs for theig contemporaries. 

* In thefe alphabetical anecdotes we read thac the Abbé de Lille wag 
imprifoned under Robefpierre, and that his nephew compofed the 
Hymn of the Marfeillois. ‘The dbdé de Lille was never imprifoned, 
and has no nephew! We read that .W. de Buffon was the triend and 
preceptor of Condorcet, who was in fact the man in France that Buffy 
detefled the mott; whofe charaSer no perfon fo completely detected, 
and whom he laboured to banifh from the French Academy. He 
tells us thar M, Turgat employed Condorcet vo aflitt him in fuch poli- 
tical operations as required a knowledge of mathematics. But ‘Tur. 
rot gave Comdorect a finecure place, with a vaft falary, and a fine ha. 
Sialien in the Mmi- Office, with the title of Infpettor of the Comage, 
for which he did nothing. Neckar took from him his falary and 
his lodging, and was attacked of courfe by the philofopher in twenty 
libels.. This biographer admires the beauty ot Concorcet’s Speech to 
the Jacobins, after the affair ot June 20, 1792, and particularly this 
phrafe: “* the people offered the king the red cap; Marcus Aurelius 
would net have difdained 1t.”’ M. Aurelius would probably have 
punifhed both orator and aud:ence for the good of the people and of 
the flare. Obferve that it was this red cap which in the end drove 
Cond:rcer to famine, when he wandered in the ¢averns of Clamart, 
and finally fore-d him to fwallow poifon in the prifon where his 
brethren and friends bad fhut him up. ‘This compiler affirms that 
Condorcet voted for the banifhment of the King: yet it is well known 
that he voted for the feverelt punifhment after death, namely for the 
perpetual imprifonment of that monarch by whom he had been pen- 
fioned, 

*€ ‘The fame author informs the public that. I, (41. Mallet du Pan) 
am an Abteé, that the Imperial Government expelled me from Bruffels, 
and that I live in Helland, which ] have never feen. But to make 
amends he prailes Celior 4° erbois to the fkies. He foretells that this 
great man will be infcribed in the Temple of Hifory, and that his me- 
mory will be honoured and revered as one of the tluferious founders of 
the French Pepublie.” 

Such is this work, in the opinion of a moft competent judge. We 


reviewed and cenfured froin our own obfervation, the former volume 
laft July, p. 85. 

Art. 45. Letters of a Traveller, in the various Countries of Europe, 
Apia, and Africa; containing Sheiches of their prefent State, Govern- 
ment, Religion, Manners, and Cuflams, with Some original Pieces of 
Poetry. Edited by Alexander Thomfon, M. D. 8vo. 78. Wynne 
and Scholey, 1798. 


We have to complain that there is fome delufion in this title-page. 
We took up the book with fome cagernefs expecting the original 
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89 
communication of a traveller who had vilired the different places 
which it is here undertaken to defcribe. On the contrary we have to 
obferve, that this is a compilation from differeat books, We muit in 
juftice add, thac it is agreeably put together, and may properly be 
put into the hands of young perfons. ‘Ihe verfes are of no great im- 
portance or merit, 


Ant. 46. Lettre a M. Bryan Edwards, Membre du Parlement d’ An- 
gleterre, et de la Sacieté Royale de Londres, Colon Proprictaire a la 
Jamaique, en Refutation, Sc. fa Ouvrages entitule vues Hiftoriques 
Jur la Colanie Francoife de St. Domingue, ise, &Fc. Par M. Le Ca- 
lone! Venault de Charmilly, Chevalier Fe. Se. de St. Louit.—Ane 
frver, by Way of Letter, to Bryan Edwards, E/jq. M.P. F.R.S. 
Planter of Jamaica, Se. containing a Refutation o bis Hiftarical 
Surury on the prefent Colony of St. Domingo, Se. Se. By Colonel 
Venault de Charmilly, Knight of Ste Louis, Sc. Se. 410. §5. De- 
biett. 1797- 


We have taken fome time and confiderable pains to afcertain the 
deyree of reputation to which this elaborate sew to Bryan Edwards 
is entitled. Some few inaccuracies and trifling errors may indeed be 
pointed out; but nothing “jt to affect the general credit, argu- 
ments, and affertions of Mr. Edwards’s performance. 


Arr. 47. The Theory of Chefr, a Trearife in which the Principles and 
Maxims of the Game, or rather Science, are clearly aud concifely ex- 
plained, as concifely at leaft as it might be advifeable to attémpt; in- 
cluding Direélions for pleying, modelled and arranged in an original 
Mavner, accompanied with neceffary Illuftrations. For the Ufe of thofe 
whim the Celebrity of Chefs has infpired with a Wifh to become ae- 
gxainted with it; but who, not having Acceft to any Profeffor, have no 
bctier Way of acquiring the Rudiments, than a Recourfe to Publications 
on the Subje?, 8vo, 28. 6d. Bagfter. 1799. 


We are not very friendly to long and vaunting :title-pages, they 
have an appearance of quackery, and more frequency difappoint than 
fatisty the reader. ‘There fcems to have been no occafion for this 
fuppofititious aid in the prefent inftance. The author has ufed fome 
new terms perhaps unnecefflarily ; but he has produced an agreeable 
little book, and one that will be very ufeful to ftudents in the game 


of Chefs, which, however, we cannot agree with him in denominating 
a {cience. 


Aart. 48. The Omnium; containing the Journal of a late Three Days 
Tour into France, curious and extraordinary Anecdotes, critical Re- 
mark:, aud other mifcellanecus Pieces in Profe and Verfe. By William 
Clubbe, LL.B. Brandefton, Suffolk. 8vo. 55. Rivington. 1798. 


This gentleman's tranflation of Horace’s Epiftle to the Pifos was 
noticed in the Brit. Crit. vol. ix, p. 558, and again in vol. vii, 
p- 118, This publication will not much encreafe his reputation; 
and 

































































9° British Catarocus. AMiferllanies. 


and feems to have been produced either to get rid of the contents of 
an overflowing port folio, or with views of a pecuniary nature. There 
are fome lively pieces of poetry at the end of the volume, but the 
Tour records nothing worthy of remembrance, and the critical re- 


marks will add nothing to our ftores of learning. 


Art. 49- Defeription et nfage des Globes, pour les écoles et les penfions: 
Juivi d'un traité démentaire du calendrier, et d'une table des principeles 
cpegues de la chronologie. Le tout powvant fervir d'introdudtion a la 
Géographie, ala Navigation, et a l’bificire. Par M. L. Defpiau, An- 
cien profiffexr de Mathématique et de Phyfigue. 12m0. 200 pp. 
2s. 6d. Dulav, 107, Wardour-Sireer. 1798. 


We have feveral elementary treatifes of this kind in Englith, but 
none, perbaps, in which fo much is imparted in fo {mall a compafs. 
The creatife on the Calendar contains particularly many ufeful and 
well contrived tables, for finding diiterent periods ana chronological 
points. 


Art. 50. The Hifory of the Campaign of 1796, in Germany and 
Italy. Svo. 68. Cadell and Davies. 1797. 


This narrative is drawn wp with particular neatnefs and per{picuity, 
and will be interefting to future times. It is fingular to relate, that 
the preferva:ion of Germany, and ruin of Italy, were mutually effeéted 
by two very young men, the Archduke and Bonaparte, for fo he 
now writes his name, The palm of honour muft be conceded to the 
firft, for what he accomplifhed was by the force of military talents only ; 
whereas, the latter called to his aid, and unfortunately with too good 
fuccefs, the moft treacherous and ungenerous policy, detaching armies 
and whole nations from their proper bond of union, by corruption of 
various kinds, Some curious notes are fubjoived. 


Art. 51. Sketches and Obfervations made on @ Tour through various 
Parts of Europe, in 1792, 1793, a4d 1794. 8vo. 6s. Johnfon, 
1797 


This is an entertaining volume on the whole; but fevera] matters 
are brought together so eke it out as it were, which have been repeated 
ufque ad faftidium. The ftory of the death of Pliny, the defcriptions 
of the Apollo Belvidere; and the Laocoon are of this kind. ‘The latter 

rt, defcribing Cadiz and Lifbon, will be read with moft attention. 
The hiftory of ‘Ma. Stevens is particulary intereiting. 
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FOREIGN CATALOGUE, 


FRANCE. 


Art. 52. Mémoires fur les trois départements de Corcyre d'Ithaque, et 
de la mer Egeée, par les C. C. Darbois Sréres, oficiers de i ‘état-major 
de L'armée d’ltalie, divifion du Levant. Paris. 


The iflands acquired by the French Republic in the Ionian fea, are 
Corfu, St. Maura, Cephalonia, Zante, and Cerigo, with fome other 
lefs confiderable ifles, and two effential pofts in the terra firma of the 
Epirus. They are fucceffively defcribed here under the heads of po- 
pulation, politica! fituation, agriculture, commercial and military fate ; 
to which is prefixed, a fuceinét account of their ancient ftate, and of 
the revolutions which they have at different periods undergone. ~ 

The ifland of Corfu, the met important of all of them is 70 miles 
long by 30 in its greareft bréadth, Its circumference is about 180 
miles, and the number of its inhabitants is reckoned at 70,000. 

In that of Cephalonia, the territory isthe moft fertile, and the iuha- 
bitants have the greateft induftry. It is about 170 miles in circume 
ference, and its population eflimated at 60,000 fouls. 

St. Maura is about 100 miles diftant from Corfu, and communicates 
with the terra firma of the Epirus by a bridge. Its extent is at leaft 
30 by 16, andits population confilts of from 10 to 12,000 Greeks. 

Zante has about 30,000 inhabitants, who have preferved the ancient 
manners and coftumes; its circumference is about 60 miles. 

The other ifles are lefs extenfive and lefs populous, ‘The total po- 
pulation of the three departments is fappofed to be about 170,000 ine 
dividuals. Thefe iflanders derive f{carcely any profit from agriculture, 
which might, however, flourifh very mech in many of the diftriéts, 
and they are entirely ignorant of the breeding of cattle. The moft de- 
licious fruits which nature haslavifhed on them, fifhing, and the cultiva- 
tion of a little maize, form theif principal refources. The olive alone. 
would be fufficient to enrich them ; but they gather its fruits, as well 
as thofe of the vine, with extreme negligence, From want of the 
knowledge of the art of manufacturing them and of care, the produce 
which they draw from them is likewife trifling, They were, it feems, 
heretofore, compelled by the laws to fell their oil to Venetian mere 
chants only, who being fure.of having no competitors, always agreed 
among themfelves to fix the price very low. Ejpr. de Fosrte 
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92 Foreicn CATALOGUE. Germany. 
Art. 53. Pocfies lyriques de Matie-Jofeph Chenier, Paris. An V, 
de la republique. 


Thoogh we cannot, in general, fubfcribe to the political opinions 
of the auchos, we may, however, venture to felect the following paffage 
from one of his odes, as agreeing with our own, and poffeffing befides 
no inconfiderable fhare of poetical merit. 


O de nos jours de fang quel opprobre éternel ; 
C’eit Catilina qui dénonce: 

Vargonte et Lentulus didtent l’arrét mortel ; 
Tullius efi le criminel ; 
Céihégus eft jnze et prononce. 


Des forfaits autrefois les vils machinateurs, 
Conjurojent avec la nuit fombre ; 
Us fie¢gent maintenant su rang des fenaicurs, 
Et les poignards conf{pirateurs 
Ne font plus aiguifés dans l‘ombre. 
Le Géuie indigneé baifle un front abate. 
Sous lignorance qui l’opprime : 
Du nom de liberté le meurtre eit revéru ; 
Et Vaudace de la vertu 
Se tait devant celle du crime, 


Le delateur vendu pour prix de fes poifons, 
Baigne dans l’or fes mains avides ; 

Et des péres con/crits les refpectables noms 
Des Marius et des Carbons 
Couvrent des tables homicides. 


Le peuple eft aveugle par fes vils cnnemis: 
Des Gracchus la mort eft jurée. 
Viens Septimuleius, viens, meurtrier foumis, 
Contre l’or qui te fut promis 
Echanger leur téte faciée. Ibid. 


GERMANY. 


Art. 4. Ariftoteles Politik und Fragment der Occonomick, aus dem 
Gricchifeben iiberfetzt, und mit Anmerkungen und einer Analpfe des 
Textes verfeben, von J.G.Schloffer. Erfte Abtheilung.—Arittorle’s 
Politics, with the Fragment of the Occonomics. tranflated from the Greek, 
avd accombanied with Observations, and an Analyfis of the Text, by 
]. G. Schlofier. Part J, XI, and 356 pp. in 8vo. (pr. 1 Rixd.} 
Labeck, 1798. 


This is intended as a publication adapted to the times. ‘The tranf- 
lation is perfpicuous, and for the moft part, juft ; and the numerous 
notes, in which the author compares the opinions of Ariflotle with 
thofe of other ancient and modern political writers, are often ingenious 
and important. Mr. Scb/. promifes an analyfis of the text (in which 
he has not attempted any improvement) and a feries of a on 
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different parts of the work, like the Difcorf of Macchiavelli on Livy, 
or thofe of Amzirate on Tacitus. bid, 


Art. 5%. Bibliotheca Slavica antiquiffime diale®i communis et eccleft- 
aftice univerfe Slavorum gentis. Sindio et opera Fortunatt Darich, 
Sec. Scient. Bob. Membri primnm emitiiur 396 pp. i. 8vo. (pr. 2.4.) 
Vienna. 

The author’s plan és prefixed ‘to this equally curious and interefting 
work; ils principal object is to give the hiftory of, 2nd elucidate the 
fclavonic language, as it appears in books, from the earliett ecriod 
down to the prefent time; to deferibe the different Sclavonic libraries, 
and to point out the literary ufe of the language ; to produce fpecimens 
of it of all ages; and to prefent a catalogue of the different printed 
books, MSS, and infcriptions to be found in it at Vienna, and ia 
other places. ‘The Four books are-divided into Twentv-fix chapters ; 
which are preceded by an introdu¢tion confifting of Eight chapters, 
three of which only are contained in the volume now before us, name- 
ly, Chap. [. on the origin of the Slavonians and the name of thetr aa. 
tions ; Chap, II. On the ancient Slavonics which appear in Greek 
and Latin writers to the end of the Eleventh century ; Chap. IIL Oa 
the manner of the heathen Slavonians according to Focobias. The 
Second volume will probably comprize rewo chapters of the introduftion, 
namely, Chap. IV, On the flow progr fs of the Sclavenic language, 
effected by Chriftian teachers fronr the weft; fuch as Fohu of Ravenna 
in Salona, Anfoar in Hamburg, Turholt in Celle, Rupertas in Moravia, 
&c. of its farther cultivation by Cyri//as and Merhotras, and by means 
of the Cyrillie alphaber; and Chap, [V. Of the diffemination of the 
Sclavonic language produced by commerce; of the commercial and 
nautic terms employed by the ancient Sclavonians, and of ihe commerce 
of the nation ittelf. We thall be happy to fee the continuation of this 
work, which, as our readers will obferve trom the view here given of it, 
is not likely to be brought to a {peedy conclufion, ibid, 


HOLLAND. ' 


Art. 56. De Apokrvfe Boeken naer bet Grick{ch. 1 Deel.-—The Apo- 
cryphal Books, from ihe Greek. Vol. 1. 456 pp. inl. 8vo, And— 
Korte Aumerkingen over de Apokryfe Boeken voor Ongeleerden; dir 
Yibrand van Hamelfveld, 1 Deel.—Short Remarks on the Apocry- 
phal Books for the unlearned, by Y. van Hamelfveld, Vol. 1. 326 pp. 
Svo. Anuterdam. 1797. 


The indefatigable Prof. Hamel/veld has now added to his excellent 
Verfion of the Bible, this extenfive work on ‘the Apocryphal Books. 
The character and plan of the Tranflation and Notes agree with thofe 
in the Canonical Books. ‘The author feems to have been diretted 
chiefly by the writings of Michaelis and Hefz. With Eichborn's work 
he may not have been acquainted, He feems likewife to have been ig- - 
norant of that ot Linden on Ye/us, the Son of Sirach, though in the 
lranflation he frequently coincides with him, 
ART. 







































54 Literary INrecuicence. 


Aur. 57. Verbandelingur, rakende den natuurliken en eee 
Godfdienf?, ric? gegeven door J eylep godecleerd Genood/chap eel XVI, 
—Diferiations relative to natural and revealed Religion, publifbed by 
the Teylerian Theological Socirty. Vol. XVI. 236 pp. 4to. Haar- 
lem. 

The gueftion to be difcufied was, « whether it can be fatisfaCtorily 
proved, tliat man may at all times, wich the afliftance of his own under- 
ftanding, and by his own reafonings only, without theaid of any aftual 
or immediate divine revelation, obtain a proper knowledge of God, 
and of the divine attributes?” This is anfvered with confiderable 
ability, in the negative, by Mr. ¥. Browwer, Minifter of the Baptift 
Charch at Leuwarden, and by Mr. Bruin, hkewife Mlinifter of the 
Baptiftt Church at Wettaan; more particularly by the latter, who has 
clearly fhown from the hittory of mankind, that the increafe or de- 
creafe of religious knowledge in different countries, has always been 


at different periods exactly in proportion to the degree of divine reve- 
lation vouchiafed to them. 


Art. 58. Vaderlandjche IiPorie, wervattende die Gechiedeniffen der 
wu vereenigde Nederlanden, inzinderbeid die-van Holland door J. Wage- 
naar, met Plaatenen Karten, Negentiende Dec! ; 410 pp. Tawin- 
tig fle Deel ; 380 pp.—Hiflory of the now United Netherlands, parti- 


cularly of Holland, by }. Wageoaar, with Plates and Charts, Vol. 
X/X—XX. Amiterdam. 


"Thefe volumes of Wagenaar’s Hiflory of the United Netherlands, 
from the carlicft times to the year i751, complete the only work which 
the inhabitanrs of the country can be faid to have of the kind. In the 
former volumes, the author wrote mere hiftory only, fo that it did not 
appear that he had yet attached himfelf to any party. But in thefe two 
gh ene it may eafily be obferved, that his pen has been guided 
by the genius of the times. He had good reafons for concluding the 
Hittory with the year 17¢1, inflead of bringing it down to the prefent 

riod. He intends, however, to publifh a Supplement, in which 

me circumftances will be mentioned, that had not been rightly ftated 
in the former valumes, ‘To the whole, a general Index will then be 
fubjoined. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 








We have received the following Letter from Leipfic, and are 
happy to lay it before our readers, . 


Screxstrarnum Mecuanicarum Cuttort. 

Ja’ Statico-Mechanica, principiis Analy feos finitorum fuperfirnlly, 

Auttore Pa/fonichio, fublimiorum Mathematum in Regia {cientiarum 
Univerfitate Hungarici Profeflore emerito, eo confidentius.tibi offeri- 
mis, quo firmius nobis licet {perare, fore, ut tibi eorum ratio magno- 
probetur, Nemo enim ignorat, inventa infignia, quibus{cientiz 
atic mechanice et jam funt locupletatz, et in dics magis adaugen- 
tur, 
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tor, per tot opera effe @varfa, ut rarus fit, qui ea in {wos ulus. poflir con. 
quirere; multa preterea ab earundem fcientiarum doctoribus aut ex 
alienis principiis effe derivata, Inconvententique nonnunguam methodo 

rtractata, aut hypothefibus inter fe plurimum diffentientibus fuper- 
bruéte. Eapropter propofuit fibi Cl. Pafguichius, premifiis in primo 
fuoram opufculorum volumine principiis Analyteos et Geometriz fube 
limioris, qualia in prefenti harum difcrplinarum ftatu defiderantur, ea, 

uz hattenus in univerfis {cientiis ftaticis mechanifque vtiliter aa 
iat; haud temere congerere, fed probe digefta variis commentationi- 
bus fucceffive illuftrare, ita ut inde tam docentes quam difcentes mul- 
tum .ommodi et utilitatis poffint capere. Uc vero ipf fclentiz ftati- 
co-mechanica 6x his commentationibus plurimum lucri capiant, con- 
ftituit is, ubicunque per naturam object licuerit, et ordinem notionum 
propofitionumqye {cientificum, et furmmum in demonttrationibus rigo- 
rem obfervare ; hypothefes congruoexamini fubiicere, eoque fine nova, 
exquifita, eopiofaque experimenta in fubfidium vocare ; fingula de- 
mum principiis analyfeos finitorum, in primo volumine expofitis, fu- 
perftruere, notionibus infixite parvorwm, quarum perpetuus adhuc eft 
ufus in difquifitionibus mechanicis, penitus dereli¢tis exclufifque, quin 
ideo aut difquifitiones captu difficiliores, aut calculi prolixiores red- 
dantur. 

Non ignoramus quidem, complures defiderafle, ut hae commenta- 
tiones eadem lingua, nimirum germanica, qua Cl. Autor haétenus eft 
u(us in fuis operibus, ederentur; verum, ut illis, fi placuerint, etiam 
exteri poffent uti, latinam ei praferendam effe judicavimas. Nemi- 
nem fane futurum putamus, qui non perfpiciat, nihil efle, quod biblio- 
polam, fi is fuis commodis aliguantillum velit confulere, ad hujusce- 
modi opera propriis fumtibus excudenda queat adlicere: non igitur, 
ut aliquid fucri faciamus, fed ut demonflremus orbi erudito, quanto- 
pere et ipfas {cientias, et utiles eruditorum conatus zftimemus, nos ad 
bec opufcula noftris fumtibus excudenda refolvimus ; atque hanc etiam 
ob caufam defideravimus, ut ca Cl. Autor idiomate latino, in com- 
mune omnium ad folidam eruditionem adfpicantium commodum, con- 
fcriberet, Ceterum in id quoque omfiem, quain poflumus, operam in- 
pendemus, ut opus emendate prodeat, et fe aquis weftimatoribus ob ni- 
forem typographicum, et ju(llum pretium quam maxime commendet. 
Ut autem pravie conftet, quanta fingulorum voluminum moles futera 
fit, duo priora volumina, qua proximis nundinis pafchalibus preela de- 
ferent, exemplo fint, ea enim fimul fumta vix 70 plagulas quadruplica- 
tas form2 manotis complectentur. 

BistiopoLium WsIpMANNIANUM, 

Lipha, dies Decembris, 1798. 

The learned Harles who has publ:thed the “ Nudes” of 
Ariftophanes, is preparing the ‘* Aves” for the prefs, 

Heyne's new edition of Virgi/ is not yet completed ; but this 
great {cholar has publifhed a sew ediuon of Pindar with the 
Schelia. 

Schweigheufer has printed a new edition of Epidetus, 

Wiidenew has printed a new edition of the Species Plantarum 
et Linnaeus, 


A fecond 


















































































a Pees Sg 
wi ce _ . 
* 7 ~ - 


i 


aad genet mee 
ee 














i 








rer 


a o~%,, 
Abad cheatin! ewe TE ah 














a3 








“e 








- 
TEs 






































oe 





‘a 


: 4 eit the AB aa: % 
a ee 

















96 





CoRRESPONDENCS, &c. 


A fecond velume, containing notes to his Anthologia, t is pub- 
lifhed by ‘Facchs. 

The lait volume of Barruel’s Hiftory of Facobinifm has ap. 
peared, 

Dr. Gleig's firit volume of the Supplement to the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, will appear next month. 

Mr. King has a Supplement to his Signs of the Times in the 

refs. 

Profeffor Lioyd, of Cambridge, is engaged in the tranflation 
of Eichorn’s Introduétion to the Sacred Scriptures of the Old Tef- 
tament, and intends to accompany Wu with important additions, 
and fuch ftrictures, as may tend to counteract its heretical ten- 
dencies. 

A fecond volume of the tranflation of the Zales of Le Grand, 
is prinsing by Bulmer. 

Dr. Baillie is about to pu tblith a feries of ens gravings, ace 
companied with explaratians, intended to iliuftrate the morbid 
anaiomy of fome of the molt important parts of the human 
body. 

Mr. Peanant’s papers are faid to contain various curiofities, 
ultra ive of Natural Hittory, and we are glad to hear that 
much of them will be publ thed. 

Mr. £ilis, Fellow of Sc. Jotin’s College, Oxford, will in the 
next month pudlith his hiitory of Shoreditch, 

In February wil! be pub!ithed the firft volume of a new Cae 
talegue of Living Authors, vpon a plan, as we hear, much ex- 
tended and 3 gta 

A deferiptive Pocm on Grove Hill, with an Ode to Afithra, 
will next month be pu ‘bhithed frown the pen of Mr. Maurice. 
It will be adorned with many engravings. 

Milfs Seward’s Sonnets and Bevation "Odes, are alfo in the 
prefs. 

A new edition of Mr. Fonblanque’s Treatife of Equity, with 
many additions, may foon be expected, 
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CRE EDGMENTS TU CORRESPONDENTS. 

We are well pleafed with the temperate language of Leyola’s 
fecond letter. We have the means of knowing that one of the 
mott diltinguifhing qualities of Lord Nelfon’s mind is a found 
and m anly piety ; nor could we hear, without fome portion of 


indignation, the flighteft imputation, in contradiction of a faQ 
fo decifive and unequivocal. 









